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ITGM NEWS AND PREVIEWS 

ТОМ turns to some of the latest software licenses, plus а 
look at products from Accolade and Walking Circles 
REVIEW CATALOGUE 

Lots of software including the highly-praised Baal, and 
MicroProse Soccer. And watch out for one Trash award ~ 
dare you look? 








|СОІМ-ОР CONFRONTATION 


Robin Hogg goes дада over Power Drift and sticks a mit 





pocket to plug coins into Ordyne and Cabal 


GETTING ADVENTUROUS 

Rob Steele loads up Microdeal's The Grail 

ROBIN HOGG’S PLAYING TIPS 

|Gaming becomes a positive pleasure with TGM's playing 
| tips 
| FANTASY GAMES 
|John Woods puts his pants on the wrong side of his trous- 
ors to become a superhero in Champions 
MUSIC MATTERS 
\Vibesey - the man who's mad about music ~ takes a look 
at two packages for the Atari ST, Mfrom Intelligent Music 
anda sequencer from Midisoft. At under £150is that value 
or what? 
MERCY DASH 
Тһе infamous! 
READER PAGE 
Kern Thorpe finally lays the ST/Amiga battle to rest, but 
starts the Nintendo/slide rule war 
CHARTS 
The trivial and the not-so-trivial — it's all here 
BACK BYTES 


Your one-stop guide to hardware and peripherals, includ- 
ing what to took for in second-hand micros 





























зм 016 will be on sale from 16 February. 


it and be doomed to a month of misery 


FEATURES 








PAGE 18 Jez San and the programmers of Argonaut begin a 
diary for ТОМ, following the creation of a new 16-bit flight game 


АТА LOAD 
24 


W 
PAG 


OF RUBBISH 


Mel Croucher finds that his toy 
robot" ed out on him (сап 
you blame it?). It's discovered 
its true worth — 500 quid. ТОМ 
delves into the awful truth of 
the antique robo-toys 









PLAY IT ON 
THE LINE, 


BROTHER 
PAGE 74 


ISDN — playing games over the 
phone to you or I — is just part 
of the telecommunications 
explosion. Its possibilities are 
endless. ТОМ asks: will gam- 
ing ever be the same? 


TO FLY! 
PAGE 56 


Grab your goggles and roar off 
into a mach 2 sunset with the 
devastating aircraft of tom- 
morow: Thunder Blade, After- 
burner, F19-Stealth Fighter, 
Falcon and F16-Combat Pilot. 
And don't miss your chance to 
win а PC bundled with the 
magnificent F-19 
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1889. YEAR FOR 

Wh Christmas behind us it's time to look forward to the year 
М There are some very exciting products on the software 
еа including a mass of product from Europe and, trom 
рап, no less than 15 PC Engine tiles. Without giving too much 
Zmay, watch this space for something very special in the consoles 
department! 

paths months ТОМ Jez San and Argonaut - one of the top 
programming teams coding in Britain at the moment begin d 
Pi of features on the creation of а 16-bit game. Mel Croucher 
Sens that techno-toys are becoming highly collectable, (оу 
cents fetching £1000 at Southebys?), Jon Bates goes MIDI and 
Raton Hogg goes nuts about Power Drift at the arcades and gets 
у excited by the F19 stealth fighter = both the computer simu: 
lation and the real thing. 

one review catalogue, both Ғ-19 and F-16 get this months 
high scores but F16, being new product, scoops this months TOP 
Score award. 

"SUI on the subject of Might. MicroProse have put a PC up for 
grabs complete with their F15 program. but it you'd rather 90 en 
дау. Incentive are offering a trip to Finland in 1990 to watch an 
eclipse of the sun. 

With Back Bytes continuing to offer the complete, one-stop 
guide to hardware and peripherals - you have a pretty Substance 
бае in your hands! Stay with us in '89 — and watch ТӨМ бу! 


Happy New Year. 
Jon Rose 
Editor 














э ӨН Ойын 
бнк tran 


ча: 5 


Ej we 
Poemen иям 





gand 
р Storm are ир for grabs on 
16-bit, courtesy of US Gold. All you en to E is 
puta digit in the dial. page 5 fo detai 


A TRIP TO 

FINLAND TO 
WATCH AN ECLIPSE 
OF THE SUN! 


Courtesy of MicroProse. Plus copies of F-f9forthe runners Р! f ive's 7% 
у of MicroProse. Plus jus copies of Incentive's Total Ecli 
'clipse. 


up. 
See page 66 See page 20 
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U.S. Gold, way ahead of whoevern 


£12.99. £14,990 
SPECTRUM 48/1 28K 


£12.99. 19.994 
AMSTRAD CRC 
£12.99. £19.99; 
MERCENARY ARMAGEDDON MAN 
жейвон - MANTOR — XENO 
NARDEALL - МАТАН 
SUCKED ХО 





59,99: 614,99: 
AMSTRAD CPC 
59.99: £14,995 
SPECTRUM 48/1 28K 
£8.99: £12.99« 







THE LANCE 
847128 £9.99. _ 214,994 
чало £9.99. - £14,994 
AD PC 69.99: - £19,994 
FC A.COMPATIBLES £24,994 
ATARI ST £24,994 
994 
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The Best Software in 
the World Available 
from the Best 
Software Dealers in 
the U.K. 
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WHAT'S THE SCORE? 


Its fun, fast, exciting and addictive. MicroProse 
Soccer keeps you on your toes, however often you 
play. 

Challenge the computer or a friend, competing 
in the World Cup, International Challenge or the 
indoor league. 

An overhead perspective of the pitch makes it 
easy to play good graphics and sound effects make 
every match seem real 

Fully animated players can perform a whole 
variety of movements, induding overhead and 
banana kicks. There are 29 different teams and a 
unique action-replay facility 


What's the score with MicroProse Soccer? Its a 
winner. 

Pick up the best football kit. Now available for 
Commodore 64/128 Disk £19.95, Cassette £14.95, 
IBM PC + Compatibles £24.95 

Coming soon for Atari St, Amiga, Spectrum and 
Amstrad 


ы? 
— — 
SIMULATION © SO 


тт 
FTWARE 


MicroProse, 2 Market Place, Tetbury, Glos, GL8 8DA. Tel: 0666 54326 
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TGMPREVIEWS 
Bi The spice of life 


Variety is in for’89, as our selection of new games shows. Licences weird and wonderful, more simulations from 
Accolade, a bevy of PC games (at last) and а look at what's new at software houses including Ubi Soft, Logotron 
and Code Masters - all in TGM Previews. 


Boom in games as 
PC grows popular 


The growih of low-cost, high 
quality PCs is bringing that tradi 
tional business computer into its 
own asa games machine — and not 
urprisingly, simulations are lead 
ing the field. After all, PC gaming 
has long been dominated by 
American software houses, which 
tend to favour sports and vehicle 








For instance, Electronic Arts 
promise 688 А ub for Feb. 
Based on America's Los 
class subs, this takes you 
real-life n 
rid, with extra 
nifi 


Nothing's changing at Accolade - 
till they've simulated everything 
that moves. For international boss 
Peter Di believes that the 
California-based software h 

established four years ago by the 








former founders of Activision, is 
doing just fine with its mix of 
ports and vehicle sims. 

But ‘we're 
ports, 


running out of 
observes. Doctorow, the 
firm's Alan Sugar lookalike Vice 





President of International Product 
Devel 


ment, reflecting on а 
е which now includes 
Serve And Volley (tennis) 
Em (billiards), Fast Break 
(basketball) and 7.К.0. (boxing — 
the title technical 














These make the 
every enemy different, so each 
s a separate challenge 
ically, 685 

perspective (peris. 
сөре included), and digitised crew 
members who jump when you tell 


behaviour of 


Grap 
a first-pe 








And for the 
ing, there's 






Time marches on 
those seeking токе 
formerly Design 
nverting Ocean's 


kn 





computer posesa p 
order to simulate 










you have to replicate the team 
aspect. But you only 

trolling device.’ Sports games 
where your team really acted as a 
group of individuals with 
rather than an assembly of 
sprites, would also 
е processing power. 
always someone to 








require hu, 
Still, the 
play them — particularly American 
men. "They like sports. You go out 
and hit aball hard. That's how теп 
prove they are men. 
One way to prove real manhood 
could be through another driving 




















Who said PCs faile 





(TGMO09) 10 


the PC 


Time Stood 5 


в out simple 
in the 

ains leave 
icd. You con 

trol the pilot, and 

the others to safety, t 

series of nat 

iral if yc 
















the PC game (which re 
оп Spectrum and is als 
on the ST) keep: 


available 
all that movie 


like monochromatic graphic 
detail, and should make a wel- 
come break from high-powered 


Accolade carry on simulating 





game. Doctorow won't be drawn 
into promises, but he says that “in 
1987 we did Testdrive, in 1988 we 


did Grand Prix Circuit, it’s not 





graphics?: 688 Attack Sub from Electronic Art 


military management 
Other new PC titles include 
Korean War flying simulation /-86 
Sabre Strike from Accolade, and 
Operation Hormuz from Again 
Vd in America, Taito have 

















ceivable we'll d 
Meanwhile 

plans include Ғ-86 
The Train: Es 

the PC 











Altogether 
titles are in 

including 
ns—though ‘a 








flight simu 

one takes forever 
With these, he's dependi 

depth and quality 








once. But next time, th 
say “I remember th 
т ай, Accolade is competing, 
with TV ~ D. w, like many 
American software bosses (and 
more and more British 

es games as part of mainstream 
entertainment. ‘I don't think most 
people want an interactive experi 
ence when they come 
You've gotta convince them to get 
up off their butt 


























home 
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Licence fever 
strikes again 


When bigger 
is better... 
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| Шы Soft go 
| | [for graphics 




















tive that enhances the 3-D effects, — spring foe ST. Amiga and PC-com- 

“Archipelagos has more than a lew — palibles{CGA, EGA, Tandy display - 

‘echoes of Firebird's The Sentinel- standards). 

amd. judging from Logotron's pub- = = 

ЗЕ nota Ийе of tne НОВЫЕ Making: hc ammenta: Lagoons = 
‘cal pretension too. Still, don't let —Archipelagox (ST screen} 

that stop you when 105 out this == 
























ut now on the ST, s the | 
third in the Magic Knight serie | 
which indudes Spellbound and 
Knight Tyme. This time round a 





duplicate Magic Knight has acc 
dentally been created (due to tech 
from US | But the s исп | nical errors in machine), 












wrmlerd and | shifting for a while yet, a | and it’s a case of get him before he 
torm Warrior from Elite. we won- | quite different releases from Virgin | gets you. But no killing, you | Activision (who seem to have 
dered if it wasn't time som. and Creation. understand: because this "ОШ | gone back to their old, pre 





put a teacup in it irgin' rmbringer. which | White Knight’ îs part of you, the | Mediagenic moniker) are арра 








only solutionis to merge with him. | rently looking to consoles as well 

















Creation's. Stormirooper sounds | a rs with the signing of 
like a standard 16-level, 128- | three games-development team: 
screen arcade adventure involving | Опе of the three groups joining 
the usual search for a ‘warped | Activision in the UK, Motioi 
physicist’ — we thought they were | ture House, will be developing 

| all pretty warped at college, actu- | Nintendo sofware as well a 
ally. But the graphics look smartin | generating game concepts for 

| а gleaming-metal kinda way, as | other programı 
he screenshot shows. ST release | Another new Activision arrival 
n January, Amiga in February or | Vivid Images, "will be developing 
March for both existing and future 





according to th 
announcement, This 














sisting of John 
iors, Last Ninja} 





s man Hugh Riley, an 
Меу Dinc (CPC and Spectrum Last 


Signed are New Frontier 
actions, under the direction 
of David Crossweller, formerly 
French house Infogrames's man in 
the UK. 


























[Sting like a bee 


Development house Teque (Terramex, Pac-Mania) has mutated into 
Chrysalis, a software house which claims to concentrate on original ideas 
rather than tie-ins 


pure escapist entertainment’ - and escapist in more ways than one, as 
the object is to escape from a prison planet by locating a hidden 
spaceship through clues 

Programmed by Michael Hart (left) and Jason Wilson (right), it looked 
tous like a strong if traditional game, with effective graphics 


| Those Code Masters just won't sit still — not content with the Code 
Masters Plus range and a full-price label, they're now turning their atten- 
| tion to 16-bit 


First out of Chrysalis comes Prison (ST and Amiga, ST screen here), | 


But even though they're not called simulators, the the 
same, with Advanced Rugby (ST screen) and Advani 
en) looking almost as familiar as Dizzy 
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TGM REPORT 
Ш ATARI GAMES 


DECLARE WAR 





but console front quiets down despite court case with Nintendo 


Observers of the rapidly-changing 
console scene were shocked last 
month when no new launches were 
announced. But things are continuing 
10 move on two fronts: a clea 





ег pic 
ture of Konix's Slipstream is emery. 
Ing, and in America a lawsuit has been. 
filed which could finally open the 
doors to more Nintendo software 

The US court case between Atari 
Games and Nintendo has come as a 





тезш! of Nintendo's tight control 
games for their cheap (£99.95) and 
hugely successful console. Though 
independent software houses are 
allowed to design Nintendo 
they can't be released without 
approval from the giant company 
based in Japan. 

Nintendo achieve this control by 








not permitting anyone else to man 
ulacture their cartridges, and by a sec 
Wy mechanism that makes car 
ridges extremely difficult to produce 
without access to all Nintendo's tech. 
nical information (TGMO11). 

Now Atari Games, who have not 
been connected with ST manu 
turer Atari since 1985, have defie 
Nintendo by releasing two games 
including their classic Pac-Man for the 
console 

And they've launched a $100 mil 
lion (£55 million) lawsuit under 
America’s strong antitrust laws, 
which are designed 10 prevent any 

















one company from gaining unfai 
control of a particular industry 
Among Atari Games's complaints is 
that Nintendo, by keeping all the 
game manufacturing to themselves, 
can charge software houses whatever 
price they want for cartridges. 

In the UK, the boss of Nintendo's 
British | representatives NESI 
remained unperturbed by the affair. 
They [Nintendo] have never lost a 
lawsuit,” Mike Wensman told TGM. 
This is one that they have been pre- 
paring for. 

In any case, UK antitrust laws are 
considerably less strong than 
America's. 
















Konsole konfusion 

So many contradictory reports have 
been published of Konix's console 
codenamed the Slipstream and set for 
the high streets this autumn. that con. 








fusion reigns. The explanation seems 
10 be that the console’s specification 
has changed several times, and the 
sources of various magazines all have 
а different picture of what will ever 

tually emerge from the south Wales 
based company 








However, some things seem cer 
tain. The machine will sell for around 
£150 — possibly slightly above — and 
have a set of peripherals including a 
hydraulic chair, a light gun for firing 
at the screen and a helmet providing 
3-D vision. Some of these will be sold 
as рап of the Slipstream package 
others, including the hydraulic chair, 
will be extra, 

Software will come on disk, and 
possibly cartridge too. Reports in sev 
eral magazines of a 3-inch CPC-style 
disk seem to have been erroneous: the 








obvious choice of disk format, and 
hat which internal Konix source 
onfirm, is 3.5-inch, as used on the ST 
and Amiga. 


Finally. it's almost certain that sc 
elements of the unreleased Flare On 
console are used in the Slipstream, 








nsiders differ on 
Опе itself is still to 


though even 
whether the Fla 








appear 
All who are familiar with the 
Slipstream do agree on one thing: it 


great. Graphics, sound and game-con: 
trol capabilities are said to be superla- 





tive. so all it needs is software lo 
match. 
B in ТОМ next month: it all 
ut in the Slipstream wash with pic 
tures, facts and а review of Konix's 
console 
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"FREE' GAMES WITH 
AMIGA AND 1040 ST 
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pirea e hundreds of pounds’ Life beyond Spectrums: last December's ZX Microfair may have had an Opera- 

cheapest PCs Now in the poc- tion Wolf coin-op, but it was no PC Show. Exhibitors complained privately of 

ket-money range (well. Alan worth promised, but no low attendances and slow business, with one telling ТОМ that it was the 

Supr has big pocket are rhe Y quietest Microfair of the nine he'd been to. 

ESSE price rise But this annual Spectrum Christmas show, held in London’s New Horticul 

— — tural Halls, may have a new lease of life if the number of non-Spectrum goods 

шг ттд Маг 71S. | The Amiga and {Mb ST (1040 STF) в anything to go by. Alongside the usual ‘alternatives’ - Spectrum developer 
OMe сыво орле OW OI | are both being bundled with ‘Iree’ sir Clive Sinclair's QL and 288 machines - there was CPC and ST software and 

therecommendedretalprice | games. following the popularity of hardware. 

RON miu | Att Mandand ST Superpack: And Andit seems many firms, including veteran Spectrum peripherals producers 

the base C1512 with single Wut both new bundles come from Romantic Robot, are heading for 16-bit now 

deve and mono monitor London-based hardware distributor Romantic ST: see Toolbox ін Back Bytes, page 100 

remains a AM A SDL, rather than from the manula 


turers themselves, so they will not be 
available in all shops. 
18 Micronet offer: Popular The new 1040 STF bun comes in 
rework Manet artery. | two forms. both £499 — опе aimed at 
бет members оо | pamesplayers and one at 
Api Ia half-price deal | 
меуі pay hx (995. Imiesdof| "noi, 
Ihe usual fore ее 
months. All you have to do is 
agree w pay by iret d (аа. 
пипик payments from e. 
шау 4 i 
ты мемлеке | ramming book, the Ir Word wordy 
ове МАШЕ | cessor and a demo disk of the N 
interactive game Shades and the | rome art package 
ME MAMMA | "Beyond that the game 
deemodemionew neervwho | include 
aperi ue and a joystick, adding £458.97 worth 
o iore dnais o1 5 | of nods to the 1040 STE wit 
anm. increasing Из price. The busine 
Че includes VIP Profesional, Mcr 











mouse and mouse mat, four games 
Overlander, Space Harrier, Star War 
and Bubble Bobb five publi 








main disks of utilities, BASIC prog 












ames, Orga 














таспа! as well a 


@ Animated Activision (for 
— уе ~ adding £3 
Mediagenich Thesoliware | ove 7 adding £385 —* 
— | Ware; арып without Increasing the 
acquired the UK кетселе YS- | MAine price 
bared Buena Vista's game Whe | Ап greedy sh 
Panel Ro ЫМ leon | 1040 STF with a megabun 
thesteven Spleberg movie, | includes the the common elements, 
тшш ршн али Be | the games extras and the business 
ain, Seems they plan to use the | extras. all for £599. 
xing Amiga version and 

tere new ones for those нен | Ameagre? 








worth of 





rs can buy their 

















Engl machine The Amiga bundle is slightly less val 

TheAmigaversonialeady | able. The standard Amiga A500 is 

valen вписа | being sold by retailers participating in 

Independent imper SDL scheme with ten pieces of soft 
ware, supposedly worth 6230 
altogether 

аен STOS: Mande | rs include Bugay Boy, Barbarian 





[rin Software do, which an vur- - 
[riing-ileral eyinvented | 2nd Terrorpo 
| he BASIC-baved ST game- age Photon Райт. А 
[orator package whichbecame | B First revealed in TGMO11, the 520 


as well as the art pack 




















ihe бт шү io top sofware | 5ТЕМ £399 Super Pack includes 2 
(ше hans And пов theyre | games at just £100 over the basic price 
offering €5,000 п тай used | Из popularity with buyers has no 
fotesiothewinnerofther | doubt prompted SDL's decision to 
Alani STOS Games Wnterofihe | launch these bundles — the 1040 STF 
Year Award and Amiga have both lagged well 
AllyouhavetoissubmitanST | behind the 520 STEM in sales, by all 
game writen with STOS — accounts. 

mee leng semel | Other bundles currently in the 
|For more details 2 10625) shops include two for the C64, and 
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KOBRAHSOFT SPECTRUM 48k/ 128k/ +2/ +3 UTILITIES 
873 TAPE TO 43 DISC UTILITY- Taster tapes Io +3 Dec. Many — 
— pope: ande бшу ups FLL rat REE Domen > Pe 


ФИ. Wt cto dac ишу or те +3 Mody and ead sectrs Back wp Sas, FLL 
Src. бесе eet es aot —— 





Send chegue 0 wr- KOBRAIGOFT DEPT A Pesueant ow. ue Lane, ue. W Longton. 
"e or en, Sas ST3 SOM. (Overseas —— (OPER ПЕМ oers 2) Send SAE 
= Y pone or orale Catalogue тошт 


for more information telephone - 078 130 5244 Access or Visa Welcome 
"less phone above number 24 бош serves) 




















AMSTRHAD/SINGLAIR АРРИОУЕО 
SERVICE С THE 
We are Scotland's leading 
microcomputer service centre 
Service and suppliers to trade and local government 
Sinclair 48K £19.50 
Sinclair 128+2 £21.50 
Commodore 64 £30.00 
Amstrad CPC 464 £32.00 
Prices available on request tor ай other computers including 
"business machines 


Send cheques to: 
COTREL LTD 
113/115 High Street, Cowdenbeath, Fife, Scotland 


PC ENTERTAINMENTS 


SEND for our FREE 
CATALOGUE 


THOUSANDS of TITLES 
over 200 for IBM DISC 


GAMES 
For most COMPUTERS 
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SPECIAL OFFERS 


oar 


TEL 0437 721835 


|__| ROYAL GEORGE 
SOLVA, HAVERFORDWEST 
DYFED, WEST WALES SA62 6TF 











At last the real McCoy 2 
FOOTBALL DIRECTOR 






SPECTRUM 48/128K 
COMMODORE 


BBC 
AMSTRAD 464 (NOT 6128) 


£9:99 


THE MOST REALISTIC FOOTBALL 
STRATEGY GAME YOU CAN BUY 


AVAILABLE FROM ALL LEADING RETAILERS 


Vg 


t 
i 


FOOTBALL DIRECTOR И 
CRICKET CAPTAIN 

THE NATIONAL 

BOXING MANAGER 

WEMBLEY GREYHOUNDS | 

INTERNATIONAL MANAGER | - 

2 PLAYER SUPER LEAGUE 

RECORDS FILE ] 

‘SPECTRUM AK. SPECTRUM 128K COMMODORE 641 
AMSTRAD CPC 464 ^. AMSTRAD СРС 6128” ATARIST 


PLAYING TIPS FOR ALL OUR GAMES £1.00 


Cheque/P.O. made out to D & Н Games plus a large S.A.E. with 25р stamp 
attached. Please state clearly which game or games you require & foi 














which computer. Also write your name & address on the reverse side ol 
any cheques. Overseas orders please include £1.50 Postage & Packaging. 


DEPTam 19 Meine Road, 
Stevenage, Herts SG2 8LL 


GLAND 
AMES E T (0438) 728042 

















I FLIGHT 
FORMATION 









c 




















What scored 97% in TGM, zoomed onto TV's Get Fresh, gave = Маг act te follow: the НИЕТ ЕТЕТІН 
solid 3-0 a new dimension, ond made a stor of a little- trying to outdo their — орады 
: 3 The answer, of с own Starglider 2, at a loss as to what to do next. I 
known utilities programmer? The answer, of course: asec улап ШОЕ 
Starglider 2. (79м011). recently | еммен иттер талл тлі 
E -- Team СПАга S won an award for. either start work on Afterburn 
Now JezSan and his team at Argonaut Software are а тары. ое лың 
working on a revolutionary 3-D flight simulator for Electronic a see Argonaut had just been contracted 
Arts, ond telli ory to TGM. е to write for Mediagenic, or | could 
Arts, and telling their story to ТОМ. — — 
Each month, Jez San provides the inside story on the state ‘state-of-the-art solid-3-D combat 





X X-98 no ed yet — and then another fighter simulator. 
f X - the game's not named yet — and f noth — —— 
Argonaut member gives his view. The future is in their hands. wanted to work on a simulation, 
and X was going to be a ground- 
breaking program іп many are: 
was going to be a realistic 
Simulator, not just of aircraft in. 
flight, but also of all the aircraft sys- 
tems. 

Amodern fighter cockpit such as 





started life on paper as an all 
singing, all-dancing flight sim t 
beat them all, back in the days 





of 1986 when the original 





der was stil n 
to 











GAME DESIGN 





that found in the F/A-18 Hornet or 
the Harrier llis a nightmare of com. 
puter displays and controls. Even 
the radar uses a computer that 

ems to dwarf the Amiga or ST. We 
could see that trying to simulate 

ıt would be a real challenge — 
and, as we found out, it was alot of 
funi 

From the start we realised that X 
was going to need a strong game 
theme. Sure, flying a modern fighter 

and becoming master of its 

high-tech environment is a real 
challenge to a games-player, but 
that's not enough. However, before 
we could get to grips with the prob- 
lems of designing a game for X, cer- 
tain key structures had to be written 
into the program to make it flexible 
enough. 

Iwanted X to be rewritten 
so that the 
lar, easier to 


lightly, 
is more modu. 
id to debug. 


dd to a 


Improvements 
The first step was to upgrade the 
strategy’ system, which dictat 
how objects in the game behav 
Starglider 2 had a pretty good sys 
tem for handling many objects 
each acting according to either a 
Unique or a common strategy 
Foran example of such a routine, 
take the solar towers, seen in 
Starglider2. The tower graphic had 
about 24 trames of animation, 
frames which were cued depending 
on what the player did to the tower. 
Ail the towers used to start out 
friendly to the player, with ће 
anes’ outstretched to the sun. И 
the player accidentally (or pur 
posely) shot one of the towers, t 
trategy routine made them close 
up the vanes when the player 
pproached. This was one of the 
simpler strategies for tho obj 
the game 
Other strategies involved com. 
plex interactions with the player 
ind the environment, and we 
realised that X, being a complex 
going to need a mor 
of code to handi 


game, wi 
powerful piec 
thi 
Also, we decided that it was. 
going to make everything a lot 
easier if we wrote some powerful 
debugging routines, to help us find 
ugs alot faster than had been pos- 
in Starglider 2 

But debugging the code in 
Starglider 2 hadn't been that hard, 
pen id a handy device tor 
the Amiga that allowed us to track 
down all the really embarrassing 
mistakes that people make 


Trapped by MICE 
Thein-circuit emulator, or MICE for 
short, is just a whole load of chips 
in a box that cost a fortune but 
effectively take over the job of the 
68000 central processor in the 
Amiga (or ST, if you can find an old 
one with a socketed 68000 init). The 
MICE sits in the pl he 65000, 
and makes lo the way 
the program runs. 

Thenice thing about itis that you 
can stop the Amiga dead in it 
tracks if you want, then examine 
зоте memory, or look at the regis- 
ters, or anything you want. Then all 
you have to dois type in the approp- 


weh 


“Our 3-D world 
doesn't just 
contain stationary 
objects like other 
flight simulators. 
That's easy!” 


“We were 
experimenting to 
see if fractual 
mountains would 
slow the graphics 
down foo much” 





was born. 

We guessed that, by the Nineties. 
everyone would be flying stealth air 
craft - planes which radar can't detect 
= but F-16s and the other popular air 
craft of today would still be arous 
tc 

















We wanted to combine the thrills of 
dogfighting, ground-attack 
naissance and other exciting but war 
like things to do. And with stealth air 
craft comes combat strategy. Your 
radar targetting device is like a 
beacon: what's the point of being a 
radar-invisible flying lump of metal И 
you're broadcasting nasty radio 
waves all over the place to find 
targets? So you need cunning and 
strategy to use the radar without get- 
ting attacked in your first five seconds. 

Programming X would be a major 
undertaking. So much needed to be 
done, but luckily we could draw upon 
the technology used in early projects. 
With each new project, we 
experimented and learned new ways 
of making our games run faster 
‘smoother and snazzier. Each time, we 
enhanced our graphics or maths 
routines to new performance heights. 

We now have a monster-sized 

piece of code called S«owvew that 
does all the maths and graphics work 
Using srownew is like looking through 
an imaginary camera: given its loca 
tion and direction, we can project a 
3-D world exactly how it would look 
the computer's 2-D screen. 
This is more complicated than it 
Sounds, because our 3-D word 
doesn't just contain stationary objects 
like most of the other flight simulators 
around. That's easy! What's trickier 
(and more useful) is to have a lot of 
independently rotating and moving 3- 
D objects — aircraft, tanks etc. 

We can also vary the window size 
and zoom factors iñ arbitrary ways, 
without being limited to multiples of 2 
(the lazy programmer's way ош). 

Ws ай very well having fast 
graphics-drawing routines, but we 
need a game in there too. And not just 
any old game — it has to be ‘simple, 
hot and deep’, to quote Electronic 
Arts's philosophy. But we bent the 
rules a bit . . . being a flight simulator 
kinda means it ain't simple! 


























Reality comes first 


Our first major problem, one that we 
spent а lot of time solving, was 
realism. The other simulators went 
wrong with their simplistic view of how 
an aircraft flies. It does not simply fly 
in the direction it's pointing, like a саг 

change direction when flying an air 
craft you don't just ‘turn’ it 

Many of the other fight simulators 
of our time treated the plane as an 
object that could rotate in the air any 
way it wanted, with no regard for the 
forces and air pressures around that 
give an aircraft its characteristics 
They fudged it 














Dogfighting manoeuvres and 
aerobatic flying like stall turns, spins 
and loops require very realistic simu: 





lation of the stall characteristics of 
each wing surface, Most simulators 
can't do it, and as far as | know X has 
now become one of the three that act 
ually simulate the flight realistically 
and effectively (the others are Micro- 
soft's Flight Simulator ill, and Chuck 
Yeager's Advanced Flight Trainer 
also from Electronic Arts). 


STALL When an aircraft's 





speed goes below a critical 
point, the nose can tip 
downward 
This realism involved a lot of 
mathematics that wasnt in the 


textbooks. We haven't been able to 
find any references to our problems 
and have really had to go back to first 
principles. To start with, we hit (and 
solved) a major hassle to do with com: 
pound rotation. That is, how do you 
rotate а 3-D object relative to its last 
rotation, rather than from its ‘starting’ 
rotation, and keep full accuracy? 

Even the textbooks agreed with us 
that it can’t be done reliably, but there 
аге sneaky ways around it... which 
we eventually found. 

Another problem we had was how 
much precise detail to give our 3-D 
world. Starglider got away with 16-bit 
positions (ie it defined each tiny bit of 
the world using 16 bits of information), 
It worked quite well, because you 
orbited а 16-bit world quite quickly 
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riate command and start the Amiga 
up again. The machine never knows. 
what happened. 

The MICE can printout the last 2K 
of code that the 68000 has exe- 
cuted, ifthe computer crashes -so 
you know what caused the prob- 
lem. 

And you can tell the MICE some- 
thing like this: “Оо nothing until a 
certain memory address is being 
written to or read from. When it is, 
stop what you're doing." After this 
youcansee what piece of code was 
writing to memory, and check that 
it was the right one! 

So we had a good low-level 
debugger to use, but! thought "Why 
not start writing some more high- 
level debugging routines to help 
with more specific problems 
associated with our program?’ So! 
quickly designed a 6x6 text font, 
and wrote a text-printing routine 
that could neatly overlay the main 
play area on the screen without 
‘obstructing the view. Now we could 
getinformation on the screen about 
what each object in the game 
thought it was doing. 

This was a fine idea, but how do 
yougetusable information on upto 
200 objects without getting 
swamped with numbers? You see, 
every object in X has a little piece of 
memory that it can call its own. 
They need this for many reasons, 
like telling the 3-D maths where in 
the world they are, what angles of 
pitch, yaw and roll they are at, and 
what animation stage they're on. 
(Most graphics are designed as a 
series of slightly ditterent anima: 
tion stages, and running through 
these fast gives the appearance of 
movement.) 

The problem was that some of 
these blocks were getting to be 
close to 300 bytes in size for just 
‘one object! 


A solution at last 

1 decided that the most fun thing to 
o would be to allow the player to 
view any object in the game world 
from any angle or distance. And 
that solved my problem of onscreen 
object data - the debugger would 
print data only on the object I was 
viewing at the time. 

This turned out to be a really good 
feature, and also a great help when 
it came to checking that objects 
were behaving properly. 

Think of a fighter aircraft. In X 
you're going to be able to fly your jet 
fighter into enemy airspace, and 
expect the enemy to send up inter- 
ceptors when they detect you on 
their radar. This is a great idea, but 
there's one problem: how do you 
know the enemy aircraft has done 
what it's supposed to? 

Easy. | just transfer my view to 
one of the aircraft and | can watch 
everything it does in solid 3-D, and 
read the computer pilot's every 
decision in text and figures. 

However, our problems had only 
just begun. Out there still lay the 
great black box of fight algorithms, 
fighter weapons systems, head-up 
displays and countless more chal- 
lenges. We certainly had our work 
cut out for us. 

Christopher Humphries 


“A handy device 
for the Amiga 
allowed us fo track 
down all the really 
embarrassing 
mistakes” 


Those magnificent men and their lying 
machines: left to right, Argonaut 
programmers Danny Emmett, Peter 
Warnes and Richard Ciucas. Behind 
them (in glasses) stands boss Jaz San. 


= In search of bugs: programmer 
Christopher Humphries 


as if it were a small planet or moon. 

іп Starglider 2 we had to refine this 
further and have a 32-bit world and 
real 32-bit object positions, precise 
‘enough for men on the ground, build: 
ings, aircraft, mountains апа 
coastlines. Some other programs 
cheat a little (and why not?) by using 
32-bit positions but only 16-bit preci 

Ground texturing was one of ourpet 
projects. Many flight simulators often 
just leave dust particles on the ground 
Or even unrotated circles that stick out 
uninterestingly. We were doing som: 
experiments with fractual mountain: 
and tested them out in X t 
whether they'd slow the graphics 
down too much. 




















They look great and give a supe 
effect of low-level flight, especially 
when you skim in and out of them! 
Alas, 225 polygon triangles, 
rectangles and much more compl. 
cated shapes making up the graphic 





is an awful lotta work for an ST or 

Amigato rotate and draw each frame. | 
That's in addition to the aircraft 

buildings, hot-air balloons and any 














ther goodies we have on the screen. 
(Each of those obje an average 
of 30 polygons. On pter even 

This ай leads onto the frame-rate 


wars. Every purveyor of 3-D graphic 
laims to have the fastest wl 
3-D solids ever, but you have to be 
in mind some aspects that affect the 
frame rate, To start with, there's your 
screen resolution, window size and 
number of colours, The amount of 
memory that's being filled will affect 
the frame rate a great deal. 




















FRAME RATE 
at which the 
change 


The speed 
graphics 


Next, the complexity of the 
That's how many polygons are onsc 
how big they are and how many 
оз each polygon has, Also, dc 
scene have a horizon (two big 
polygons in itself)? It's no good com 
aring the speed of a game that hi 
only 30 small polygons on the screen 
with one that has 300! It's pretty obvi 
ous that ten times the amount of prc 
essing is going on, 
expect similar frame rates 

Also, the size of the polygons i 
important. We reckon that the так 
ity of the processing time in X is spent 
actually drawing the 3-D scenes, and 
по! so much is spent rotating and 
doing the maths. Of course, we have 
done a lot of work making the drawing 
and maths routines as fast a 
ble. 

Another important factor is the time 
taken to detect collisions between all 
the moving objects in the 3-D world 

after all, people would complain 
И they saw a tank drive through а 
building unhindered! 

‘And more time is taken scanning 
rough the database of the 3-0 
world, figuring out what's visible at a 
given point and what isn't. The more 
Comprehensive the database, the 
slower this task is . . . and when there 
are alot of moving objects, the results 
can't be prestored. 

It's a good thing we 
man company any more, 
never be finished. 

Jez San 



































aren't a one. 
or X would 
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A500 Computer £399.99 E 
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BE TOTALLY 
DAZZLED BY 
Тае а=" 


the puzzle... 


a £1,000 trip for и 
two to Finland... 


£200 spending 
money... 


a real-life total 
eclipse! J 





nce in your lifetime, you just 

might see a total solar eclipse — 

a uniquely impressive exper. 

ence which seems, for a few 

amazing minutes, to blot out the 

mighty sun. And to celebrate 

the release of their stunning 

Freescape game Total Eclipse, 

which earned over 90% on 8-bit 

formats last issue and is soon out on 16-bit, Incentive are offering 

an opportunity to visit Finland in July 1990 and witness a total 
eclipse. 

The five-day trip for you and a friend, worth about £1,000, 


includes return flights from London, four nights luxury hotel 
accommodation, tours around the cities of Helsinki and Joensuu, 
and of course an unforgettable dawn trip to see the total eclipse. 
Incentive are also throwing in £100 spending money per person, 
to cover any extra expenses you have. 





Totally baffling 
То win this once-in-a-lifetime prize, for which you're | 
with readers of our sister magazines. 











y And to make it extradifficult, we're not going to tell you what 
all the ten words are. Oh yes, ‘Incentive’ and ‘total’ and ‘eclipse’ 
are in there, and you'll have to find them. But we'll only give you 
clues for the others 


1 and 2 The two heavenly bodies involved in a total solar eclipse 
(à letters, 3 letters) 


" 3 The revolutionary solid 3-D technique which Incentive first used 
y in Driller (9 letters). 


4 TGMO14 described Total Eclipse as "а 777??? experience 
а program not to be missed’ (7 letters). 


5 The country in which Incentive's game Total Eclipse is set (5 
letters). 


қ _ 6 The capital of Finland (8 letters). 


'second biggest city, located about 100 miles 
И of the capital (7 letters) 


TOTALLY DAZZLED BY INCENTIVE 
o Ludlow, Shropshire SY8. 


trip for two. 
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explain a lot. 


he sun went down like a bum. 
boil on Clearasil. By the time | 
hit the office, the rubber plant 
was crooning Only The Lonely 
and the office coffee machine 
had joined the Contras, It had been 
one of those days. Tuesday evening, | 
hit the нєт лү button on the answering 
machine and the parrot delivered the 
only message I'd got since the Mal- 
tese Falcon went 10 work for Bernard 
Matthews. 

Matthews! We'll come to that han- 
die later. Anyway, the African Grey 
repeated the kiss-off from my partner, 
Robbie the Robot, bom 1956 on For- 
bidden Planet. Robbie was 23cm 
high. had a rotating antenna on top, 
remote control, battery-powered, 
made by the Yoshiya Organisation. 
Japan, and his goodbye note hit me 
1ке a plutonium pork-pie hat on my 
bald spot. 

We'd played together as kids, we 
were friends, at least / thought we 
were friends, and now he'd walked 
out on me after all these years. 

His note was short: ‘Goodbye, Mel, 
I'm going to a better place where 
people understand my true value, 
which is about 500 quid plus VAT. If 
you want to know why, find Mister Big. 








~ ROBBIE 


THE ROBOT 
LONG GOODBYE 





The stiffs Croucher, Croucher. Landlord found him, lying 
right there, We didn't move him fill the boys from forensic got 
over. Private dick, weirdo, seems like he was onto the collec- 
tors. Reckoned you could make a fortune out of old elec- 
tronic toys and home computers. 

There's a pile of notes, looks like he was talking to the boys 
down at Christie's. Couple of pictures, too, traced them to a 
guy called Robin Evans. Anyhow, read the notes. They'll 


and ask him. So long, and thanks for 
all the Ever Readies. 

Well, no plastic space toy's gonna 
walk out on me without a struggle. so 
{poured myself a stiff one and phoned 
Dan Dare. But old Dan had quit too! 
£240 for his 1959 memoirs, and he'd 
sold out. | didn't have to ask which 
putz had bankrolled him, 1 already 
knew. Mister Big! Panic began to grip 
ту guts like a vindaloo, as | fell down 
the fre escape to where I'd parked ту 
Кай Bud clockwork Atom Rocket 
Ship. 


Farewell my 
By the time | made the parking lot it 
was way past spit-on-the-griddle 
time. My tin ship was gone! АП found 
was a bil of sale from Mister Big for 
$200. Poor little Atom, she was only 
30 years old and seven inches long! 
‘What in Hell's name was going on? 
My personal history seemed to be 
evaporating by the minute, and not 
just mine; old Iggy the ісе Man was 
crawling in the gutter moaning about 
his SH-Nippon battery-operated 
Space Station, which had just 
defected to a London auction house 
for £270. 


Then it clicked. They had struck! 
More dedicated than the Mafia, weal- 
thier than the Vatican private bank, 
more ruthless than Ruth... | had 
been hit by the monkeys who spent 
cash like peanuts. The collectors were 
in town! 

1 had only one choice: find Mister 
Big. Track down the fence, the 
wheeler-dealer. Locate the guy who 
deals with the biggest hogs whose 
snouts are stuck in the collecting 
trough. It wasn't hard to find him — Tim 
Matthews, so laid-back he was stil up 
the chicken's rectum. 

He was so cool you could hand him 
а cucumber and it would freeze, Tim 
Matthews, the greatest expert in mak- 
ing money for old rope — his middle 
name is Frayed Knot. Tim Matthews, 
the man with the auctioneer's hammer 
in his hand and the plum in his mouth 
at Christie's, _ world-famous 
auctioneers of the overpriced to the 
overpaid. 

1 grilled him, but he didn't even 
break sweat. | knew that some bimbo 
was paying over the odds for kid’s 
toys. I was working for an outfit called 
ТОМ. | knew my bread was buttered 
on the inside. And I had been palmed 
a handful of clues that electronic toys, 
plastic robots, tin rockets ships and 
science-fiction comic books were 
worth more than a poke in a pig. So | 
bugged the conversation. 

‘Mel Croucher, electronic gumshoe, 
had cornered Mister Big, the guy who 
was handling stolen childhoods, 
Here's how it went down: 


Mel £1,000 for a plastic toy! Who's 
kidding who? 

Tim Space toys, tin rockets, science- 
fiction ephemera, it's all rather stupid, 
1 suppose. 

Mel But are collectors really paying 
this sort of cash for computer toys and 
Robbie the Robot? 

Tim It is is a hyperhyped market. It's 
all a huge fad which began in the 
United States about eight years ago. 
‘They went mad. They went bonkers. 
іп my opinion it is a made-up market. 
Individuals with plenty of money who 
have invented instant antiques that by 
rights should never exist. 

Mel But Christie's are doing all right 
уй, aren't they? Your specialist sales 
during 1988 were achieving lunatic 
prices for space toys. 

Tim We had a sale in Amsterdam at 
which very silly prices were reached. 
Amsterdam and New York, they seem 
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10 be the centres for these hyper- 
hyped collectors. 

Mel What are the most collectable 
items. what's worth the most? 

Tim Robot toys from the Fifties. 
Space vehicles, rocket ships. Things 
that cost next to nothing when you 
and | were children. 

Mel Over £1,000 for the right toy to 
the right collector? 

Tim Plus the Christie's standard fee 
of 10% on top. 

Mel including VAT? 

Tim My dear fellow, plus VAT. Chris- 
e's always operates plus commi: 
sion and then adds the VAT. 

Mel So for a Sixties Japanese Space 
Explorer 3-0 toy TV screen, the col- 
lector is paying £1,300 

Tim Plus our 10%, plus VAT. About 
£1,600! 

Mel But if the silly money is coming 
from New York and Amsterdam, what 
is your advice to ТОМ readers who 
find Dad's collection in the attic, or 
come across these old space toys at 
jumble sales or in Oxfam shops? 

Tim In Groat Britain, | would not rec. 
‘ommend that hopeful readers turn up 
at Christie's with boxes full of plastic 
space toys. These prices are bonkers, 
and your readers are best advised to 
‘advertise them privately or swap 
them, Don't forget, if they put them 
into auction with Christie's and they 
боп fetch the reserve price and fall to 
sell, we charge a 5% buying-in fee. 
Mel So hang on to them. 

Tim Precisely. 

Mel What about ancient computers, 
what about ‘vintage’ software? 

Tim No. Absolutely not. Not yet, any- 
way. But who knows; who would have 
imagined the value of an ivory slide. 
rule or a mechanical adding machine 
these days, now that computers and 
calculators have made them as 
extinct as the dodo? The fact that an 
Organisation such as Christie's is auc- 
tioning mass-produced robotic toys 
from the Fifties and Sixties would have 
seemed ludicrous a decade ago. 





The lady in the know 
Matthews terminated the conversa- 
Топ. He was off to slap a £412 price 
ticket on a 1966 transformer robot 
With a flashing red dinosaur's head 
inside its robot mask (Dyno Robot. 
made by Horikawa). 

So it was true, bimbos were paying 
big money for old junk. But why? Did 
they need their heads examining to 
reveal aflashing red monster? Inad to 
get out of here. 

A bubble-biowing model of Popeye 
the Sailor waked past (made by 
Linemar and worth £240) as I hailed а 
passing Supersonic Moon Ship (made 
by TM and brought for £110) and 
headed downtown to find some ans 
wes 

1 trawied the bars til | found her, 
cradling an Edison talking doll in one. 
hand and a toy boy in the other, Susan 
Fischbach, crazy name, crazy dame, 
who knows more about collecting 
toys than | know about fly-fishing. | 
picked up the the tab for a bottie of 
Stout, and began pumping her 


Mel Hi honey, want an Action Man? 
‘Sue Bog off, Croucher, before | call 
the cops. 

Mel Who's the doll? 

‘Sue This is a Mae Starr talking dol. 


Ж 


"Today's rich 
bastards are 
yesterday's little 
kids who grew up. 
with primitive. 
games consoles." 








The Mister Big of technotoys: Tim Matthews of Christie 


about 100 years old, with four minia- 
ture Edison phonograph cylinders in 
her guts. She is very rare and beauti- 
fully made, and she fetched £300 at 
Christie's. 
Mel And here's a Christie's catalogue 
showing a Yonezawa Mark II Talking 
Robot, made about 1957. He also 
Speaks four different messages, but 
he fetched over £800! What's going 
on? 
‘Sue It's insane, | know. Today's rich 
bastards are yesterday's little kids 
who grew up with toy robots and 
primitive games consoles. They are 
trying to recapture their childhoods, 
and they don't care what they pay. 
This antique doll wouldn't mean a 
thing to them, whereas the Japanese 
robot is part of the collector's own 
past. It's like the huge prices being 
paid for old comics and annuals, com: 
pared to genuine antiques. 
Mel So what is a 2Х80, а Vic20 or a 
Dragon 32 going to be worth by the 
year 20007 
‘Sue Value has three components, as 
far as the collector is concerned. Тһе 
obvious one is intrinsic value: a set of 
silver spoons started off being valu- 
able, whereas a Sinclair ZXBO's com- 
ponents are worth bugger all. But then 
there is the nostalgia factor, and that 
old computer is going to mean a lot to 
someone who cut their computing 
teeth on it when they are geriatric. 
Finally, there is rarity, and that's 
why these postwar robots are fetching 
big money. When children got bored 
with them, or broke them, they simply 
threw them away. As for games con- 








soles and computers, the earlier ones 
are getting rarer by the woek. People 
just unk them, 

Mel So what is worth hanging on to? 
Sue Everything! 

Mel including a Speak-and-Spel 
machine? 

Sue Last year Christie's auctioned a 
1964 Ichida Mark № Answer-Game 
robot. A revolting thing that answers 
basic mathematics questions, It 
fetched over £1,300. So what price a 
Speak-and-Spell in the next century. 
God knows. My advice is to hang оп 
to all those old calculators, especially 
the first Sinclairs — they are bound to 
become collectors items, 1 mean 
even a Thirties Mickey Mouse watch 
is worth a small fortune, and the 
Sinclair LED machine is much more 
beautiful 

Mel Your round, Sue. 

Sue | know, my hormones have been 
playing up. 


1 hit the streets again. This one was 
big, very big, toughest case I'd had 
since we cracked the Code Masters 
ring. We had enough on the collectors 
to pull them in anytime, but there'd 
always be more. Right now | felt ready 
to talk it through again with a slug of 
bourbon. 

Something felt different as | moved 
up the stairs. As soon as | opened the 
door I knew what was wrong. The rats 
had taken Joyce, my word processor. 
But it wasn't the collectors — that was 
staring at me from the note on the 
table. It was ТОМ. They were in on it. 
They wanted what | knew. And fast. 
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“THE BIGGEST GAME ЕМЕН” cames MACHINE 








Апр arcade and adventure күлген Strategy? 


4 Е sword its and space shoot ‘em-ups 
—— rea = feature — unique fantasy of pirates and 
— princesses, a far-away universe and a quest for 
fights, beautiful digitised speech, the mysterious KRISTAL of Konos. 
үг е pepe тһе р i is the first of its kind..: 
stage production." “Ап experience once — 


never 
“£29.95 ANP Ул WEEE WORTH ІТ TOO" 
ES HIN 





"ATARI ST & AMIGA 
“ІВМ PC coming.soon 
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|64 = F-16 


COMBAT PILOT 


Digital Integration may have 
been keeping a low profile of 
late, but they had good reason. 
F-16 Combat Pilot sweeps 


| majestically out of its develop: 
| menthangar withan impressive | 


nine man-years hard work 
behind it. Reviewed on PC and 


| ST, but soon to fly high on all 


major formats, F-16 is so realis. 
tic - whether just in practise 
mode or on a deadly mission — 
we recommend you keep a sick 
bag handy for those 7-G turns. 





59 = AFTER- 
BURNER — C64 
VERSION 
Experience tremendous 
gameplay; thrill at the realism of 
flight; battle your way through 


| incredible odds; be stirred by 


emotional music and stunning 


| sound effects; feel as though 


you're really there . . . thenload 
Afterburner on your C64! 











ne 


53 в MICRO- | 
PROSE SOCCER | 
Now's your chance to compete | 


in the World Cup, International | 
ine indoor league | 





knacker yourself running up and 
down a pitch. MicroProse 
depart from their usual style of 
simulation to bring you the most 
addictive, fun-to-play and chal. 
lenging football game yet - kiss: 
ing other players is optional. 








srecmum ы | танна “|| 
— к | E 
— AA 

EXT pem 
шары. mL z 
ге. 5 |ә A 
Nm SS A 
CowmoDOnE 

— | 
ша . 





































| Atari ST: £19.99 
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Psyclapse 



















ATARI ST: OVERALL 75% 


AMIGA: Т6М013 78% 





Amiga: £24.95 


CHARLES DARWIN 















76% 
РС: TGMO13 68% 


REPRODUCTI 


AMIGA: OVERALL 70% 


ATARI ST: ТСМ007 74% 
AMSTRAD CPC: Т6М008 
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he Caped Crusader — now also known as the Dark 
Knight, due to one of the recent in-vogue graphic 
novels — has had a long history in DC Comics, and the 
recently revived tacky television programme. His 
computerised life is not so long, having starred in an 
isometric 3-D game іп May 1986, but is sure to go further 
as next year, there will be a third game, based on the 
forthcoming movie. 
Pulling on 4 mask, and 
tying your sweeping cloak around 
your neck, it's time to take a heroi 
Stance as Batman, guardian of 
Gotham City. 























wo dastardly enemies threaten 
peace, hence Batman ıs spit int 


features the vile plans 
of the fat waddling villain with the 
the Penguin. The 

А Bird In The Hand, 
g straight 

The Penguin 











nguins are man 
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ate his mansion and shut 
down his ma: 


regained with consumable 
an be had on 


ith fighting moves 





Y control com Revenge 








hen 





The first few locations feature 
the Batcave (as do those of part | Тһе 
two) which leads out to the street | half is A 
and eventually Pengy's mansion 





ind and most difficult 

е Worse Than Death, 

where Robin has been kidnapped 
the Joker. From a cryptic 

ft behind, you deduce he is being 














ns are shown in frames of 
varying shape and include short 



























captions, comic strip style- as the | held at the local fair, and also that 

game develops, location frames | your cavernous home is under 

are overlayed reat by several bombs planted 
beneath it 

Dinner dinner A simple arcade adventure, 

You walk left, right and in and out | albeit with beat-'em-up underto: 


is an unambit 





of the screen (using marked door- | nes 
ways), picking up object: mat for a licence, but solving crime 
go. А command m. ws | in Gotham City through log 
objects іп your inventory to be | violence із an amusing vocation. Н 
ped or used, music hindered by the numbe 
ned off, game quit, and shows | chmen, particularly on the C64 
ergy as a series | who don't die, fall unconscious or 
imply go away no та! 
Energy is lost on contact with | much you hit them. Luckily. with 
bats, mechanical toys, henchmen | two independant adventures, their 
and their bullets, but can be | attacks are bearable. 
‘= 'Hahi That didn’t hurt. (C64 screen) 
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The batcave, where millionaire Bruce Wayne practises walking like one of 













COMMODORE 64/128 
Cassette: £9.95 
Diskette: £14,95 


Batman is a decidedly short 
fat sprite, so perhaps it's iog- 
ical that his punches have lit- 
tle effect on enemies. His 
energy takes a pounding by 
the ‘constantly marauding 
minions who, like the Caped 
Crusader, are colourfully 
defined and walk with a lop- 
ing swagger. Few sound 
effects and middie-of-the- 
road music reside. 


OVERALL 71% 










the Marxs brothers (C64 screen) 


Т The utility screen from which items 





SPECTRUM 48/128 

Cassette: £9.95 

Diskette: £14.95 

Highlights of colour cause clash, but a monochrome mode may 
be selected, along with a screen background colour. Characters 
are detailed and Batman looks taller than his C64 counterpart. 
Zombie-like henchmen are slow and less damaging than on the 
‘Commodore, increasing playability 


OVERALL 76% 








OTHER FORMATS 


Amstrad now (Cassette £9.95, Diskette £14.95), with ST (£19.95) 
and Amiga (£24.95) very soon. 











“Solving crime in Gotham City through 
logic and violence" 
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RETURN OF THE JEDI ATARI ST 
he Empire has been giving the rebel alliance a rough | | apii executed, ate тонай around the edges. Colour la 
time of late. Following their victory in the battle of 
doesn't look much like its cinematic brother though). Crackly 
on Hoth, Luke and his buddies regroup to strike | | speech la present, but dosen't play as prominent a role as in the 
against the heart of the enemy — a second Death Star. 
may prove the undoing of the alliance, it must be 
destroyed before it's ready for action 
one troy the Death 
ior on Endor, 
fly in and destroy the 
Spit into tour stages, battle 
ho two groups take on the 
mpire's might. The frat scene 
through the forest on a speeder 
bike ~ imperial bikers give chase 
Tac tough the trees. Cuddly 
Ewoks make a potentially перм 
X tree trunks together 
ке passes through — 


Domark £19.95 
used to good effect and characters are well defined (the Faicon 
Yavin against the Death Star, and subsequent defeat 
Orbiting the moon of Endor, Death Star Il, when complete, 
The alliance forces: group 
Clearing the way for ¢ 
takes place on Endor and in space, 
features Endor, where Luke rides 
ing lasers as hunter and hunted 
ance. holding up ropes and 
re you get through first 


though! 
The second phase on Endor has 
Han and Chewbacca in a stolen 
AT-ST, rampaging through the 
forest’ towards the — shield 
y. If not for logs rolling 

ard you and totally confused 








Taking out the central reactor — first the movies, then a mesi, then a nightclub 
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throwing roc 
n would be a dodc 


Look, no Han 


Alternating b 
or and space continue 
AT-ST nears the bunker 


it on the Death St 
the Falcon into the 
With his 


is escaping the partially complete new Death Star merely a pipe dream? - (С64 screen) 


‘Amiga owners can take on 
the Empire any day now, for 
just £19.95. 


“In true cinematic 
style, the action 
switches between 
Endor and the space 

batt 
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A QUESTION OF SPORT 


BC TV's A Question Of Sport is now such a long-run- 


Elite 
| ning quiz programme that many people һауе forgot- 
ten when it first started (David Coleman certainly has). 

Still, its success cannot be denied, being the most 
popular sports quiz on TV (not a huge amount of compet- 
ition, there) and wallowing in peak viewing figures of 19 
million — a third of the population and a Princess can't all 











be wrong. 
Hosted by the indefatigable David 
oleman, A Question Of Sport has 
been through a number of team 
aptains in ts time. For the current 
| Series it's good old reliable Bil 
Beaumont and new-boy lan 
Botham. Now you сал emulate 
your favourite captain by leading 
Your own team in a nerve-tinging 
quiz 
Matches can be played against 
the computer or another player 
ox for real authenticity, with three 
Players per team, passing the 
Joystick ‘around аз necessary 
Other than team captains, mem 
bors are chosen from portraits of 
Eite staff and a specialist subject 
is chosen for each 
The game в spit into six rounds, 
each relying on sports riva ques 
tions. Round one features tho Pic 
ture Board, where all six members 
choose a numbered square and 
answer a scrolling question from 
four possible replies. Two points 
are awarded for a correct answer 
but running out of time or getting it 
wrong passes the question over to 
the opposition for one point. Each 
round takes this general format. 
inthe Mystery Personality round 
you are given up to three clues on 
A person's identity, the sooner 
their name is selected from the 
four options, the more points you 
Home Or Away concerns your 
choice of specialist subject. I 
go home, a question on that sub. 
ject will be asked for one point; if 
away, a random sporting question 
is attempted for two points 


Sporting sporting 
captains 

Probably the most interesting 
round of the TV programme (well 
| ме think so) is What Happens 
Next. Four possible outcomes of a 
described situation are given, var- 
ying from the sensible to the mildly 
ridiculous 






































The Spectrum's Quick Fire 
| round gives you 45 seconds to 
answer nine questions. Should 





you get one wrong, two seconds 
are deducted from your time. On 
ST and C64 this round is similar 
except both sides play simultane- 
ously. The fastest team to choose 
an answer gets two points, or 








WHILE JUST 
STARTING ON BBC1 





SPECTRUM 48/128 


Cassette: £14.99 
Diskette: £14.99 


Team-member portraits are the only real graphics of the game, 
and unfortunately they're not digitised, leaving the hand-drawn 
faces mostly indistinctive. Bleeps of acknowledgment are the 
only sounds of this considerably overpriced version. 


OVERALL 38% 





Emm, quite extraordinary digitised portraits on the ST here. Remarkable. 














gives the opposing team a point it 
answered incorrectly 

The final round retums to the 
picture board for the six remaining 
numbers. 

To capture the spirit of the TV 
programme, A Question Of Sport, 
the computer game, should pro- 
vide its visuals and exact round 
formats. Instead, it has been 








COMMODORE 64/128 
Cassette: £14.99 

Diskette: £19.99 

The coloured portraits are 
quite nicely drawn, and there 
are some pleasant sounds 
and good title music. The 
scrolling messages are well 
written, so presentation is 
mildly better, but it remains 
expensive for what it offers. 


OVERALL 40% 

















which soon becomes boring. 
There are six blocks of questions 
to load, but even sport addicts 
may find it difficult to stifle the odd 


limited to sports questions with a 
few appropriate graphics and 
names added. The rounds have 
been twisted to fit into multiple- 
choice questions and answers, 


ATARI ST 
£19.99 


‘The ST's only graphical feat із to mix the Atari's hi-res and 
medium-res modes for digitised portraits and colourful borders 
оп the same screen. Sound is restricted to mediocre jingles and 
music and the occasional brief effect. 


OVERALL 42% 














OTHER FORMATS 


Amiga (£24.99), Amstrad (Cassette £14.99, Diskette £19.99) and 
PC (£24.99) are set for release over the next couple of months. 


— — — — 


“Limited to sports questions with a few 
appropriate graphics and names added" 


—— — — — 
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Transported back 

in time and space to an unknown era . . 
You must stop the evil curse that has descended on the once beautiful lands of Tuvania. 
Together with your trusty dragon Garvan, you are Tuvanias only hope. 


x Smooth 8-way scrolling playfield * Search for hidden objects and avoid traps 
x Interactive background ж 5 different levels of fast and furious action 


Weird and wonderful characters will 
help and hinder your progress against the curse of Kaos. 


FIRE BREATHING FUN FOR YOUR ST AND AMIGA* 
ONLY £14.95 
Available from all good stockists or direct from 


SOFT WARS 
HORIZONS LTO 


5 OAKLEIGH MEWS, LONDON N20 SGH 
TELEPHONE: 01-3484577 





+ Please check avatabilty of versions 
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AVAILABLE ON ES 


STRAD SSS 


AM 
COMMODORE 


Imagine Software -6 Central Street -Manci 


ALSO AVAILABLE ОН ©! 


er M25NS -Tel: 061 834 3939. Telex: 669977 
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үр 
18) 
Electric Dreams 





arth is about to meet its maker as the Bydo Empire 
contemplates its destruction. The inhabitants have 
banded together to combat the threat and created 
the R-9 fighter craft — designed by robots, built by 
robots, tested by robots and flown into battle war by a 
suicidal nutcase - guess wh 
You and your ship 

the ways of 

able-strengt 
power-up 









ATARI ST 
£24.99 | 


R-Type shows what Software 
Studios can do when they get 
down to business. The inevit- 
able jerky scrolling is present 
but sufficiently low-key to 
not be noticed. Each level 
and enemy sprite is attrac- 
tively presented and remains. 
faithful to its origins. 
Although the use of colours | | 
is not subtle, and there's an 
ssers | | absence of colour in the 
scrolling background, the 
10 | | end result proves that even | | 
highly ` graphic-intensive. 
coin-op can be converted | | 
with considerable success. | 








е mean fighting 


























Stomach the bowels | 
Jnfortunately, ike most games of | | OVERALL 82% 

this type, ose a Ме and you lose ай 

Of getting trough tot А 
Thie isan untar punish ‘ | 
makes for a tough game - gamer 

ay keeps you coming back for 





= With the remote-device fitted, the game's a snip - until level 2 (ST screen) 


C 











Cassette: £9.99. 
Diskette: £14.99 


Making excellent use of the host machine, this version is a sight 
to see with its incredible use of colour, minimal attribute cl 
masses of aliens to blast and frantic gameplay. A small point for 
complaint is the slow scrolling — hardly noticable as you're too 
busy killing and avoiding. This game blows away almost every 
other shoot-'em-up on the Spectrum to date. 


SPECTRUM 48/128 та 





OVERALL 90% 

























| | OTHER FORMATS | 
R-Type is now available on || 
| 








“When you're fully 
armed, the feeling ы. | 
power is 
tremendous.” 


























VERSION UPDATE 


Amiga: £19.99 


JOHN M PHILLIP'S ST tunnel 
Tacing/razing game arrives on the 
Amiga through the capable hands 
of Swiss programmers Linel. 


VERSION UPDATE 
Freescapism 


Incentive 





A dislike of citrus fruits 


Eliminator involves destroying 
any aliens foolish enough to get in 
your way — out-and-out blasting 
without reason, racing down 3-D 
corridors against а surreal space 


== A делбе curve to the right, but a chequered future lies ahead 


TOTAL ECLIPSE 


Commodore 64/128: Cassette £9.95, Diskette £12.95 















ALTHOUGH following the Frees- 
cape format of Driller and Dark 
Side, Total Eclipse breaks away 
slightly from its predecessors: It is 
set in the claustrophobic world of 
ап Egyptian pyramid during the 
adventurous 1930's. 

Your quest is to reach the top of 
the pyramid and destroy a shrine 
before a two hour time limit runs 
out, when Earth wil be destroyed 





background, 

Even with collected extra 
weapons, bug-eyed monstrosities 
remain a problem — try not to run 
into them or absorb too many bul 
lets - death is permanent, 

Barriers, fires and stretches of 
acidic water all add to give you a 
tough time. Fortunately zooming 
‘over ramps throws your Eliminator 
craft up and over obstacles, or 
even onto the ceiling for thrills and 
spills of the upside-down kind. 

Scoring massively when it first 
surfaced on the ST, Eliminators 
Amiga debut is just as frantic а 
game, but one that bears no 
improvement. 

There are surface improve- 
ments in sound but little else has 
been modified, the walls are 
samey and the speed of play and 
illusion of movernent is no faster. 
However, as Eliminator is fast 
‘enough already, the literally non- 
stop action keeps tension and 
demands high. 


AMIGA: OVERALL 84% 
ATARI ST: TGMO11 92% 








by an ancient curse. 

Graphically, Tota Eclipse's 
relies on steadíast solid colours 
and shapes to depict pyramid 
objects, walls and glyphs. Using a 
palette similar to the Amstrad 
game, a nice Egyptianesque 
atmosphere is created which is 
enhanced by a suitable sound. 
track 

Although the claimed 15% 
speed increase is hardly notice- 
able, Total Eclipse is much less of 
а trial of patience than previous 
Freescape games. The sedate 
Speed of exploration, with roughly 
а one-second time delay for each 
movement made, is very accept- 
able for the type of game it is. 

Puzzles provide fresh meat for 
veterans, novices too should find 
it a good introduction — the going 
is relatively easy to begin with and 
gradually builds up to some brain 
bending puzzles. 

Compulsive exploration and 
puzzle solving to really get the old 
grey matter working over-time, 


COMMODORE 64/128: 
OVERALL 84% 





AMSTRAD: Т6М014 92% 
SPECTRUM: 
TGMO14 91% 

Pyramid power - Incentive bring 


уои 3-0 puzzles and a two hour time 
limit in which to save the world 
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GRAND PRIX CIRCUIT 


Accolade/Electronic Arts 





itching the high performance super-cars of Test 
Drive, Accolade turn to the world of Nigel Mansell, 
James Hunt and Niki Lauda for Grand Prix Circuit. 
Following in the slipstream of Ferrari Formula One 


can Accolade again claim Pole Position? 


As in Test Drive, a number of cars 
are to hand for the races set 
around eight international circuits. 
Potentially the fastest machine, a 
Ferrari, has been allocated a 
good-for-a-beginner tag — a lot 
easier to control than the Honda or 
McLaren. 

Each car has its own perfor: 
mance statistics which, combined 
with five skill levels, gives you flex 
ibility in your racing style. On the 
lowest skill level, you race with 
hardly any controls to worry about 

Just go flat out and keep your car 
on the track. Higher levels require 
skill to keep from spinning, not 
blow your engine, avoid other rac: 
ers and change gear manually, 

Pit stops are available 
although don't expect anything 
more than a tyre change while 


you're in there wasting precious 
time. 

Grand Prix Circuit features a 
load/save position facility and the 
option to save your fastest times 
to disk 


Long circuit 
You may also choose to enter 
single races or practise your skills 
before perhaps taking part in the 
ultimate challenge of the Cham. 
plonship Circuit — you vs the best 
of the season 
Rather than go the way of Ferrari 
Formula One, Accolade have 
opted to strike middle ground by 
concentrating on the race and its 
immediate problems. Although 
there are simulation overtones, the 





5 There's no vroom to overtake yet, just bide your time and drive skilfully — that's the formula 












ЇШЇН 


Chassis: E 

ngine: Renault 3.5 litre U8 
735 Hp @ 11,500 rpm 
Redline: 11,500 rpm 
Gearbox: 6 speed 
Tires: Goodyear 
Weight: 1150 lbs/522kg 


< Displaying your vehicle specifications - not that you've got a choice! 





< Going round the bend - ind there's a comer coming up. 


One racing, although you may 
have to look elsewhere if you want 
a bit more game with your action. 
Nice advert though. 


game is of a generally simple 
ature and lacks depth. However, 
Grand Prix Circuit remains true to 
the spirit of high speed Formula 

















“Remains true to 
the spirit of high 
speed Formula One 
racing” 
— сле 
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can destroy it with a flame- | 
thrower, or fire on probe defence 
craft, which patrol the skies of the 
multi-direction scrolling cities 
Emplacements are eliminated 
by AirShip's drones, small craft 





HAMMING ІТ UP 









PIONEER PLAGUE cd 


used when you 
ne of the Amiga's famed graphic capabilities is to 
isplay its full palette of 4096 colours simultaneously, 
using HAM mode — Hold And Modify. Pioneer Plague 
utilises this and is reputed to be the first computer 
game to display such colourful graphics — on static 
Screens (the restriction with HAM). 
icts a bi 
with. your planet 
ypulated and frantically search 
ng for living space to stretch it: 
limbs. The answer was 
y found in the shape о 
Mark IV, devices 
they went about the 


the first r 
before they esca 


ke device, Lif 





AirShip, in white 
launch pads 








When above 
Pioneer 





| neer probe fev 
which bred as 
galaxy re-creating planet 
did this happily for a whi 
habitat ds comple 
and shops 


achines multiplied, 80 did 
bug in the original 
mutating them into 

At first, they only 

jungles, but 
ly, they've been ignoring the 

f the planets they find, dis 
regarding the  inhabitan 
worlds in favour of relentless gr 
indscaping. Naturally, they must 





que p 
id grim con. 





imp 





'onitor, to 


atmos 
des 

8. Or 

Star is 


assault 













dy in the process 


а hatch 















AirShip 


in the control room val control. 
И your mother ship, LifeStar, with Though the basis of Pioneer | 
ors in front of you. There Plague Is the well-worn plan-view 





capable of following one of five 
pre-programmed flight pattern 
They may also be used to gather 
energy from cities. You have two 
and, using your third monitor 
programme their movement for 
later use. Patterns are saved to 
disk with the fourth monitor. 








Drone on 
Clicking on the second monitor 
displays your home-system chart 
Here, planets with flashing numer. 
als next to them indicate that they 
are infected with the plague, and 
display the number of sky hatchos 
stil active | 
То move to another planet (the 
are in orbit around 
flashes), you use sub-Euclidiar 
space, shown in wire-frame 
speed along. Probes re 
tor missiles into the zone, which, 
on contact, have the affect of 
reversing your direction for а 
period, they are shot with a prion 
beam, To get out of sub-Euclidian 
space, a gravity well 
frame planet - is shot 
"f your transit computer is dam 
aged, the collapsar 
Uses wormhole charts 
Euclidian plane transparencies 
cluded in the packaging) for man. 


опе you 





Sequence 
and sub. 


ihoot-'em-up, the novel additional 


features non-clichod 





























REVIEWS 








AMIGA 
£24.95 


HAM pictures displayed 
while approaching a planet 
or after cleansing one are 
generally very — pretty, 
although there are some 
blurred coloured borders 
between contrasting edges, 
and some ill-proportion. Col- 
our is over-used on the 
gaudy status panel, but in 
|| contrast the cities are dull, to 

suit the grim landscapes 
created by probes. The only 
fault is the intermittent scrol- 
ling, which only comes into 
effect when AirShip reaches 
the screen edge. Aurally, 
| | there is an ominous but sim- 
ple main theme and a sooth- 
ing tune for drone program- 
ming, and suitably wild 
sound effects with weird 
synthold speech. There's 
more meat to this game than 
just HAM. 


OVERALL 79% 





















as speeding abc 
seping an eye on the threat 

1 launching drones, is a 
y enjoyable despite 





fierce enemy fighters. 
Being able to progra 


the flight 

















| Spectrum 48/128: Cassette £7.99 
Amstrad CPC: Cassette £9.99, Diskette: £14.99 


TRAPPED between equi 
st good and evil, your aim is to 
escape the mystical Netherworld 
in your wheel-like craft. To buy 
your way out, you collect dia 
monds which lie around 12 
T's not easy, though, as each 
atime limit and many 
tend with, The 
t prevalent form is acid bub- 
which are shot to release 
amongst other 
e speed, give bonus 
temporary invulnerability 
in extra Ме. Occasionally dia: 
ids must be created to fil the 
required quota by using a diamond 
Squeezer or metamorphosis wall 
Spectrum 








the Spectrum. The 


ing effects, in both 





Sions, amongst 








i featur 







points 













phere of the C64 original 





| 

| 

| 

| obiects are arranged carefully to 
| olour clash. One: 

| distracted by rapid fi 
| 








sprites, 





ticularly on the other 
ressively animated spin 
ing ship — this proves irritating, 
y on the Amstrad, 
This is a pity, as the graphics are 
ourful and out-shine the 
е levels. The 
lent on t 
‘on in parts on. 






























OTHER FORMATS 


While Hold And Modify is unique to the Amiga, a fairly colourful 
ST version is a future prospect. 














“There’s more meat to this game than just 
HAM" 









blasting fair 


These. 


AMSTRAD CPC: OVERALL 
71% 





he most user-trienc 





ове so-far released 

levels five and nine can be played 
without having rea them 
legitimately, allowing you to se 

the more difficult of the game 








| COMMODORE 64/128: 
| Т6М010 78% 








SPECTRUM 48/128: 


| AMIGA: ТСМ013 75% 
| ATARI ST: ТСМ013 74% 























SENSATION OF THE YEAR’ 


Amstrad cassette (£9.99) and disk (£14.99), Atari ST (£24.99), 


and MSX (£9.99). 








Amiga sereen shots shown ST screen shots shown 


AFTERBURNER - You've played the arcade smash - now experience the 
white-knucked realism of a supersonic dogfight at home! Using your heat: 
missiles and laser anti-aircraft fire, can you be top gun against a see 
swarm? 


Experience brain-numbing G-forces; bones rattling with the body-jarring pitch 
and yaw ... scan with your radar, lock on your target and FIRE! 





THE MOST POWERFUL 
GAME DESIGNER NOW AVAILABLE 
FOR THE MOST POWERFUL 
HOME COMPUTERS! 


With absolutely no programming knowledge you can produce games with: Fast, smooth 
scrolling – Detailed and colourful sprites and backgrounds - large multi-sprite enemies - 
superb animation - your own sampled and synthesised sound - title screens designed оп 








menu driven professional results easy to use editors 


Already a massive success on the Commodore 64, Shoot ‘em up Construction Kit has been 

hailed by ZZap!64 as "one of the greatest packages ever released on the 64". Now a team 

of top programmers, between them responsible for a string of hits including Wizball and 

Barbarian, have brought their skills and experience together to produce the ultimate user- 
friendly 16 Bit game designer. 





AMIGA - £24.99 ATARI ST - £24.99 
COMMODORE 64 Cassette – £14.99 COMMODORE 64 Disk - £19.99 


Outlaw Productions, The Old Forge, 7 Caledonian Road, London М1 90Х 2X 


Please mats 
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domain and for every 5000 | If you don't find a suitable landing | 
| d. BAAL has | ' As in Obiterator, BAAL ha 
| rong side of for. | save game unction In the form of 








а refuelling point wher 








| вв ostradamus, sages and pessimists have all tried to 

ІМ predict when, and how, the world would cease to | % 

exist. Many have pinpointed 1999 as the year of Man. 

kind's judgement, and with the coming of BAAL they 

could be right 

Оп June 6 1999, a group of 

logsts uncovered an 

| ancient doorway which, when mis 
pened, released a с 

іше from Man's darkest dreams 


position feat 
be thought out (especially whe 


































| BAAL 
^is wake, BAAL's mini 

tormed the planet and s 
ultimate war machine — with it, 
BAAL can rule Man and imprison 
| _ in desperation, Mankind set up | 
| а war council and devise a 
| counter-attack to recover the 
| machine (nowin bits and scattered 
| throughout BAAL's domain) and 
kill BAL. A force known as time 
warriors is formed, and the battle 





Entering the caverns of BAAL 
the six warriors (controlled one at 

















a time) are confronted by an 
Obiiterator-style р n - 
the major difference is a scrolling 
Play are 
BAAL's kingdom is made up of 
ains, he is to be con 
| final region. Тот 
| то а new region you have to find a | 4. Time to destroy the generator only when you've disposed of this pesky alien 
fined war mac 










ner taxes | Generator game 























game, but great to play again an 
you further into the dank depths agair 
Each domain is made up of a | The simple nature of gameplay is | type artridge. Fin ы. 
tem of platforms, ladders and | offset by the size of each location, | tr difficult, but you shoul 
ledges around which you run. And | the ferocity of aliens met and the | persevere as they're a necessity ATARI ST 
more than 250 screens low number of warriors you For getting to new areas of each | | 19,95 
lore and тар, notgoing | designated. Телу a f ion, a rocket pack is available 
quick game warrior is recruited on entering а | as long as you have suf fuol | | With the removal of the Psyg. 
nosis traits of jerky anima. 





tion and flip screen action, 
Comes а  super-smooth 
scrolling, fast-moving 
arcade adventure, Presenta- 
tion is very slick and the 
atmosphere created masks 
what is relatively simple 
gameplay. 


OVERALL 81% 


OTHER FORMATS 


An Amiga version with 
improved music should be 
out by the time you read this 
(£19.95). 8-bit conversions 
are being planned. 




















П = 
“Тһе simple nature | 
of gameplay is 
offset by the size of 
each location and 
the ferocity of aliens 
met” 
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HINDSIGHT SAGA 


PUFFY’S SAGA } ТЕ 


Humour is added by the friendly 
bouncing main character and silly 














BEE | speech, and adds interest to an 
hat Ubi Soft are a French company may go some way id-tashioned (and difficult) game 
to explaining the unusual title of this (unusual) game. : A practise option starts you at leve 
due to either language and culture differences or their LL lire power, life-poin & не! Жы. 1 0 TN р — 
naughty, risqué nature. Or perhaps it's just down to — a mye | source ot some amusement, t 

e author, Claude Sablatou. topen gates orc 4 у an average game 
máy be relieved to find 
und yellow chappie (a 
familar description) with а big 
problem on his hands (ff he had ica 

hands). His beloved girifend, i ihi LI 

Pufyn. has been captured an 

lost ınan alien world. Setting out to 

rescue her, Putty himself becomes 

t. His only means of escape is 

одесі clues to lead him to 
through the maze-ike levels, 
whist avoided traps “алі 

isters This is a non-sexist pr 
gram as you can choose to control 
ihe  longiashed, but equally 
stund Putyn as she tries to find 

Риу 

Each evel із displayed as a four 
way scroling near-plan view 
Gauntlet style. Your main 
bjeclve i$ to collect small 
sphores that give access to the 
next level, a task hindered by 
sd energy. You begin with 500 
which gradually 

jecrease with time but take a size- 
dent И you colide with a 
Ghosts, insects, eyes, 
dinosaurs, or worst of ail, acid 


Puddles. Also detrimental to prog- | ® олор around dragon- infested mazes, spitting at ghosts and picking up magical goms 


Tess are stun tiles and sparks. tageous properties such as extra | ATARI ST 
у inaccessible areas. 
From a few seconds play, £19.99 


[scone 
| 





ger tiles that allow entry 10 prev 
speed, fire power, super shots and 


Saliva survivor invisibility. All these are effective 


















ЛБ mg И | a aa аа 
xollecting food and some enemies | vated by collecting magic gom: humourous characters s out = сың т forge fo 


defined but ай are unambiti- 
ous in animation. The sam- 
ples are clear, unusual and 
be ve! amusing - ‘Putty, you vill die!’ 

* ét al - but they can become 








Amiga (£19.99), C64 (Cas- 
sotto £9.99, Diskette £14.99), 
Spectrum (Cassette £8.99), 
PC (£19.99) and Amstrad 
(Cassette £8.99, Diskette 
£14.99) are set for a January/ 
early February release. 











“Recognised for 
what is — a Gauntlet 
variant with 
humourous 
characters” 








< "Putty, no run, extra speeced!" - and similar sily speech abounds in Pufty's Saga — —— — 








44 
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FOR YOUR 


ROBOCOP 


Ocean 
ear-future America: crime is rapidly becoming the 

biggest profession. To combat this undesirable situa- 

tion and bring law and order to Old Detroit, the pri- 

vately-owned police department turn to high-tech 
manufacturers for a solution. 
The first idea, a bi-limbed patrol 
droid named ED-209, goes wrong. 
with fatal results. A second project 
is put into effect for which a body 
is required to support a titanium 
robot shell 

Cop-on-the-beat Murphy, is 
gunned down by bank robbers 
and it is his body that becomes the 
experimental model for the robotic 
machine. The result is part man, 
part machine, all cop — RoboCop, 
who sets out to clean up Old 
Detroit to make way for new 
development. 

Criminals are everywhere. Gun- 
toting punks appear at windows, 
martial arts experts kung-fu the 
lawman and chainsaw warriors try 
to tum him to scrap metal. As 
RoboCop clanks his way through 
levels, energy (п the form of baby 
боой? extra ammunition and 
other weapons are made availa 
ble 

Once the street has been 


Hell's Angels. 


Emil, one of Murphy's murderers, 


THANK YOU 


Much camage 
ensues until the futuristic Harry 
Callahan reaches a garage where 


is spotted. At this point the human 


COIN-OPERATION 


memories of the future cop 
‘emerge and he sets out to hunt 
down those that left him for dead. 


Show no Мигрі 
in pursuit of the gang, Murphy 
uses the Detroit police computer 
to match up Emil's face. The sequ 
ence takes the form of an ident 
kit, as RoboCop tries to recon- 
struct the face of Emil. Played 
against a tight time limit, itis made 
ай the more difficult by the minor 
dierences that seperate face 
parts available for choice. 
Based on data gained by match- 





cleared, RoboCop moves on to a 
first-person 3-D combat scene 
where a criminal holds a woman 
hostage. Use your gun cross hairs 
to line up the punk and let him һауе 
it. Not only is time of the essence 
but Murphy's energy level drains 
away each time the hostage is hit 
(as does hers!) 
The action Switches to another 
t, where RoboCop takes on 
comers, including a gang of 




















ing Emil's face, RoboCop moves 
to a drugs factory to arrest the 
gang and continues by going to 
ihe  OmniConsumer Products 
(OCP) building to arrest the high- 
ranking executive behind the gang 
of bank robberies — and meet a 
deadly opponent 

The final battle reverts to a 3-0 
combat section, this time 
RoboCop faces the corrupt 
executive who is holding the OCP 
president hostage. 

RoboCop follows the movie plot 
closely, recreating its key points 
Violence is paramount, and 
RoboCop goes overboard in pro: 
viding it. 

Gameplay and ideas behind 
RoboCop are well used, but what 
makes it а winner is the way it 
expertly utilises the straightíor 
ward, simple carnage of shoot 
'em-up action. This is interspersed 
with equally playable sub-games 
such as the 3-D sections. 

Other than its familar game 
style, there's very little to find fault 
with RoboCop. Constant 
attacks by the generally unhealthy 
criminal fratemity keep demands 
and interest high. 





the straightforward, 
simple carnage of 
shoot-’em-up 
action” 
od 
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VERSION UPDATE 





MSX I/II: Cartridge £24.95 


A QUARTET of high performance | to drive hard if you want to 
cars are yours for the driving іп | upgrade to the likes of a Ferrari 
Crazy Cars, although you'll need | Incorporating strange logic, you | *Leaping Lambourghinis, when are they going to resurface this road? 












= RE = H Б cars of all, a Lambourghini, racing 
552еЕЕво 1942985636 frou each of four Fachada 
RAD ene M Iu ou еа on 

n سڪ‎ — Wie MER 





lent 
tion — until the arrival of Crazy 
Cars. Ignoring the MSX's potential 
for colour, the game ts 10 
monochrome making it 
very similar to the Spectrum ver 

One nice feature is the s 
effect of roads and hills п 











ing past 


not fully realised however 






rslooks and sounds no | 
better tha 
game. 


poor Z80 road-racing 


MSX ІЛІ: OVERALL 28% 


AMIGA ТСМ003 78% 





VERSION UPDATE 


Officer's UMS 


Universal 


Military 


Simulator 
Rainbird 


friendly construction kit within a 
list 





ting — all superbly 





ict (naval, air and 
ces warfare aren't 


AMIGA: OVERALL 91% 
d for). What it does offer is a 


me program with | PC: TGMOOS 92% 
an extensive user- | ATARI ST: Т6М003 95% | 















Amiga: £24.95 


REPRESENTATION ] 

and use of pull down 
as on the. 
arrant litle 











Universal Military 

(UMS) allows battles throughout 
to be re-enacted, and history 

books changed using ‘What if 

7" scenarios — these, and the abil 
to change the structure of bat 

' the program's strength. 




















fine 13:28 hous 











to fight one 
an be designed (eith 
Y fictional) and even 3- 


















< Strategically speaking, UMS is one of the best battle simulators available 
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ollowers of TGM's Stuart ‘crackers’ Wynne's column 
will be familiar with the grim future predicted by the 
branch of science fiction known as cyberpunk, and 
the most respected and famed author of the genre, 
William Gibson. Neuromancer, the book, was featured in 
TGMO10 and the computer conversion previewed as part 
of a feature on the programmers, Interplay, in the follow- 


ing issue. 
Bleary-eyed and stained with 
spaghetti sauce, you attempt to 
gather your senses as you awake 
in the Chatsubo bar: your unwit 
ting destination after the past two 
ay's endless drinking. 

The city is Chiba, in the Kanto 
district of Japan, a piace foreign to 
you but infamous in reputation 
Crime is ever-present but sub- 
dued, and death is the price for 
ips of action or manner. People 
зей body parts, replaced by ch 






























nthetic replicas, just to have 
nough money to survive 

Friends and cowboys of the 
curious data dimension of 


cyberspace have gone missing, 
without trace. You have decided 
that the disturbing rigours of Chiba 
city are worth bearing for the pos: 
sible solution to the mystery — 
pem AL 

Normal databases (Comlinks) 
are commonplace in 2085, but 
‘cyberspace is restricted to mam: 
moth corporations and govern: 
ment organisations, to protect 
them from hackers. Cyberspace is 
а 3-D computer world, generated 
by decks (sophisticated data 
receivers) so that users can make 
sense of the pure information as 
they experience the dimension as 
И really there. Cyberspace decks 
are supposedly unavailable to ри. 
vate users but through less-than 
scrupulous dealers, cowboys can 
gethold of the hard- and software. 

To solve the mystery of the dis- 
appearing people, you must get a 
jeck capable of cyberspace, but 
to begin with, a deck of any kind is 
needed 

















Icons place at the bottom of the 
screen are the key to interaction 
They change the mode of a small 
display (showing amount on your 
credit chip, the time, date, or con- 





stitution health level), list your 
inventory, display statements to 
say to other characters, allow 


movement to other locations and 
offer load/save/pause and restart 
The city is explored for objects 
and information so that you can 
link up, with the correct раз: 
words, to databases and begin 
your investigations properly. The 
grid of cyberspace is your ultimate. 























ralised by- icebreaker programs 
found elsewhere. Some bases 
have Artificial Intelligence prog 
rams as secondary defence, 
which are even more difficult 10 
bypass. 





5 William Gibson, looks out from the 
tle screen 


Nothing in Ме is free, especially 
in Chiba, so when your bank 
account runs dry, the only way to 
fund ink and ess 
cyberspace is to sell your body 
parts, and have them replaced by 
plastic ones. More cash is given at 
a Body Shop for vital organs, but 
synthetics lower your constitution. 

With a cyberpunk role-playing 
‘adventure’ from the makers of 
The Bard's Tale series and Waste- 
land, an atmospheric game of 
great depth was expecled from 
Neuromancer — we haven't been 
disappointed. Using extracts from 
the novel, text adds feeling and 
grim humourto graphics and helps 
get you into a game requiring 
brainpower, concentration and 
time. 

Hacking and cyberspace are a 
























< Your unwitting starting location: Ње Chatsubo bar, Oohhhh my head 








Diskette: £14.95 





‘The game is introduced by a title screen showing William Gibson 
‘interfaced’ to a computer and backed by a grainily sampled 
Devo (American synth band) song. Backgrounds are simply 
drawn with subtle facia, and though sprites are blocky, their 
faces are defined with character. Movement is mostly restricted 
to your alter ego's casual walk, but suits the excusably slow play. 


In-game sound is a few synth acknowledgments and 





passable 





rendition of Devo's Some Things Never Change. Disk access is 


remarkably frequent. 
OVERALL 81% 








Comlink 1.0 software should be running on the simulated decks 


of the PC soon (£24.95). 











“Техі adds feeling and grim humour to 





— — 


aim, but bases there are defended | long way into the game, but 
by Intrusion Countermeasure | Neuromancer is worthy of the 
Electronics, which must be neut- | effort required to get there. 
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DON'T KNOW THEM 
FROM ADAMS 


THE MUNSTERS 


Again Again 













his spooky licence, released on Alternative's new full 
price label, was reported in TGMO11, and was met 
with some interest. The black and white American 
television comedy series has been a success 
almost 20 years, and in Britain has been shown regularly 
on Channel 4. It concerns a bizarre monstrous family and | 


















their adventures amid an ordinary American town | 
umsy lumbering Herman, aFran- | t g tor magical 
ap Enemies | 








your energy level. Hig 
















* кашы —— 





aking at the TV 
ping for а walking 








лз of the underworld. Mari Herman to life, who you ti 





| bjects are mdfipulated to bri 










trol to free Grandpa an 











Ih Grandp 9) shoot-'em-up 
























СТ ; ЛУ Jg | | programor but has colos 





and humour is non-existent, | | Lily is more elegant 
atmosp generate: walks speedily around. 
jar peal | | Sound is notable in 128K, 

with a very nice version of the 

music. Still a tricky game, but 
more playable than the ST 











ATARI ST 
£19.99 


Some impressive visual 
effects introduce the game, 
which has nicely shaded, 
detailed backgrounds and 
sprites. However, even 
accepting the small number 
of pixels to work with, the 
characters’ faces аге 
crudely fashioned. Some 
enemies are horribly vicious, 
relieving you of your single 
life or taking a sizeable por- 
tion of your energy. The ST's | | 
simple sound chip performs 
a reasonable rendition of the 
lively TV theme music, and 
there are a few appropriate 
effects. 


OVERALL 57% 














‘a Herman and Grandpa stare at Lily through spell entranced eyes - she must save them! (ST screen) 








1| ——— — 
|| OTHER FORMATS 

The cobwstbed С64, Ametrad CPC, MSX (all Cassette £9.99, || "Slim sprites bear only slight resemblance 
Diskette £14.99), and Amiga (£19.99) versions should be on the | to their screen originals” 


shelves by the end of January. 



















THE MOSTEXCITING % x 
FILM OF THE YEAR Т. 
NOW FOR YOUR HOME MICRO. | 










SPECTRUM | 
COMMODORE 


£9.95 


\ = 
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fghanistan, scene of many modern-day battles, is the 

setting for Rambo III — once again Vietnam veteran 
| John Rambo is а man with a mission. This time his 
| mentor, Colonel Trautman, has been captured by 
Russians and locked up in a mountain fortress. Rambo is 
impelled to rescue him for honour, the good of his country 
and a few million dollars more from the box office. 
Even Rambo can' shoot up an 
entire fortress of Russians and live 
to rescue his Colonel - instead, 
having you to control his move 
ments, he uses guile and stealth to 
sneak around and avoid triggering 
alarms 

The first section features an 
overhead view of big John moving 
through the fortress and its sur 
rounding compound, searching 
for keys, weapons and other items 
to help in the rescue. 

Weapons are either quiet or not 
- silence із golden, so stick to bow 
and arrows, knife or pistol with 
silencer attached, (о avoid 
unnecessary confrontation. If, on 
the other hand, you want mass 
destruction, go for the explosive 
arrows or machine gun and wait 
for mayhem to ensue 

Rambo has limited energy 
which is reduced partially by bullet 
hits, or fully by walking over a 

The fortress features doorways, 
passages and storage rooms to 
explore. Alarm triggering infra-red 
beams and electrically charged 
doors add to the hazard of deadly 
Russian soldiers. Outside in the 
Compound, minefields and a 
horde of Reds keep the pressure 

Somewhere, deep in the for 
tress, together with Afghan prison 
ers, is Colonel Trautman. Getting 
to im automatically frees him and 
allows Rambo access to the sec: 
Ond section. 

Rambo is on his own, and in 

trouble. The Russians are 
ping mad and out for blood ~ 
| Rambo's. He heads north, setting 





change in style, as Rambo com- 
mandeer a tank and rattles 
across Afghan plains towards the 
border and freedom. The Russians 
are even more incensed and 
attack without mercy in a sub- 
game that owes a lot to Operation 
Wolf. 








Rambo in a tank should be more 
than enough for any force to han- 
die, but the Russians don't care, 











and priming bombs em route, | theyve got countless soldiers, 
before escaping in a stolen Hind | tanks, grenades, helicopters and 
helicopter. mines to stop him reaching the 

border. Armed with an overheating 
He ain't heavy qun, Rambo has his work cut out. 
The third section features a | ` inthe original Rambo, over-the- 








| = А portly Stallone in the bowels of a Russian mountain fortress 


© 





ESS 


THIRD BLOOD 





SPECTRUM 48/128 

Cassette: £8.95 

Diskette: £14.95 

^ with Russians. 
— trigger happy — 

wasn’t too good to look at, but the sequel features some detailed 


graphics, effective use of colour, and it plays well ~ if slightly 
frustrating through its difficulty. 


OVERALL 72% 




















top violence was the key theme. In | and second sections and narrow 





keeping with the movie, Rambo Ш | scope of interaction results in rep: 
involves stealth and minimal | etitive gameplay. This, and no 
‘enemy contact to get through the | save-position option, can make 


fortress section - but for the sec 
опа and third stages it’s back to a 
fast moving, enjoyable, mindless 
shoot-em-up. 

The similarity between the first 


play frustrating. However, if you 
persevere, you find a good arcade 
adventure plus a frantic blasting 
Sub-game - one that п 
faithful to 





Mind where you put your muscle-bound tootsies or you'll be in for а grilling (Spectrum screen) 





COMMODORE 64/128 
Cassette: £9.95 
Diskette: £14.95 
Rambo looks a decidedly podgy sprite wandering around an 
unimaginatively coloured fortress. Atmosphere is difficult to 
create for those who haven't seen the movie, but the C64 has a 

















“А good arcade adventure plus a frantic 
blasting sub-game" 
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TKO 


Accolade 





your computer screens, 


You guide the gloves of a boxer at 
the beginning of a championship, 
having to face five comp 
pponents, ch. 

puter f 


have a choice: there are 
tour boxers in training whose рог 
and statistics are displayed. 
ate stance and the ratios 
nd right hand power, best 
punch, strength, and weakness. 
These attrib adjusted by 
highlighting the appropriate fe 
ture. Also given are the number of 
wins knock outs, and 
'chhical knock outs – bouts won 
by knocking down the opponent 
imes in a round or when the 


Bars in 
jt left a 


he is too 
hurt lo latter 
| statistics b o, increasing 
| as the championship develops. 

The length of the fight is chosen, 
and the bout begins, The screen is 
pit into three areas. The upper 
half of your boxer is shown above 
nis opponent, both of whom face 
ut of the screen. As punches are 
thrown, gloved fists deal out 
punishment. 

A status panel at the right shows 
energy, time remaining for the 
round, round number, and a smal 

ering, with the box 


plan view of 





| ers' position marke 





Action: 
Nanc: 
Stance: 
Power Hand 
Punch 





Hoakne ==: 


Boxer 





Boxer 1 









KO attempts to bring the bloody violence of boxing to 


by showing the cuts and 









bruises of pixelated combatants as mighty blows hit 
home. The packaging features a Mike Tyson look 
alike, who seems a likely candidate to deal out damage. 
| but one of the human-controlled boxers is clo: 

Bruno — a candidate to take damage 


r to Frank 
? 


< A worried human-controlled boxer - so would you be at the prospect of multiple blows to te face 


A certain ring to it 
You have five levels of guard 
height (head, chin. throat, chest 








ach). up an 






tick direc 


If you're knocked out from energy 


| = Weighing up the skills of prospective boxers in the local gym - go for i 


Left 

B Head 
Speed 
Fatinguc 


exhaustion, rapid button pressing 
тау revive your mitted alter-ego. 
There are nine offensive moves 

whose target area depends on the 
ystick direction when frre is pres- 
The type of punch — jab, hook 

or uppercut - is determined by 














your guard height when thrown, 
and the amount of damage 
inflicted if landed. 








At the end of each round, statis 
tics are listed for each boxer's рег 

A two-player game allow 
friends to compete іп a single 





ws of a ring, with 
И the fighters, are the 





omple 





side views 
































standard format for boxing 
mulators, so face-on views 
porating pseudo 3-0 ai 


unches come out of the screen, 
twist. 





While and detensive 








Power 
Cuts 


















Boxers bob around convinc- 
animated well for their 

'apidly thrown 
punches are neatly e 
cuted. Wounds are effec- 
tively drawn and coloured 
but are too mild to instil any 
real enthusiasm. Plain title 
ic leads into simply 
fashioned white-noise sound 
effects that belie the aggre 
sive nature of play. 


OVERALL 74% 


























moves are comprehensive, 


is no way to easily move 








the ring — achieved 
influencing the boxers’ footst 
with blows, This turn 
largely into a simp 
match. despite its 





multi-variable combatants. 
The vaunted battle scars a 
gradually, which, alth 
tic, generate little blood-thirsty 
aggression. Luckily TKO has 
energy without this, and its 
polished programming makes for 
an impressive fight simulator 








OTHER FORMATS. 


For £24.95, PC owners will be 
able to get beaten up in 
March. 











— —— 
“Polished program- 
ming makes for an 
impressive fight 
simulator” 
— — 














SHORTS 
FOR ALL 










ensible Software are well-known to C64 owners for 
the unusual addictive shoot-'em-up, Wizballand their 
games-creator, the successful Shoot-'Em-Up Con- 
struction Kit. After many excited previews, their latest 
money spinner is finally complete: а nice game of footy. 
















Within the package are two dis 
tinct types of game: Association 
Football and American Rules Six- 
A-Side Indoor Football 

Four types of game are possible. 
with each football style. In the 
Microprose International Chal 
lenge, 16 increasingly difficult 
Computer-controlld teams are 
faced as you work your way up 
(and frequently down) a league 
table 

World Cup Tournament (All-Star 
in Six-A-Side) arranges 24 coun 
tries (States in Six-A-Side) into six 
league groups. Up to 16 human 
players can choose the country 
they wish to represent from а 
selection of 29. Each team plays 
three matches to determine who 
goes on to the quarter-final sud. 
den-death play-offs, The results of 
non-human matches are calcu 
lated by the computer, taking into 
consideration the skills of the 
Countries teams and adjusting the 
difficulty of matches involving 
human players. 

Soccerindoor League simply 
allows up to 16 human players to 
Play against each other in a league. 
Situation. Two Player Friendly is а 
Single match between two 
humans, 

Other options allow player 
names to be entered, team colours 
Selected and other factors 
adjusted, such as in-game music, 
banana shot curve power, match 
length and so on. 


Weather or not 
The waiting over and kick off 
made, the player under your con 





trol is indicated by insistent flash. 
ing. In auto-select mode the com. 
puter usually selects the player 
nearest the бай, while in manual, 
you may change players by pres. 





The six league groups of the World 
Cup Tournament displayed for your 
perusal. What's the betting England 
bomb-out? Ah well, i's an amusing 
old game 














+ бод, fouls and throw-ins abound 
in the often confusingly-tast footy 

action of the most addictive football 
simulation to yet reach the ТОМ team. 
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sing fire. 

Running into the ball collects it 
and your player automatically 
dribbles it. Pressing fire kicks the 
ball, its strength determined by 
how long the button is pressed. 
The direction the joystick is 
Pushed (relative to the direction 
you are facing) determines the 
type of kick: chip, volley, banana 
or backward-overhead 

И the opposition has posses: 
sion, pressing fire, while running, 
executes a sliding tackle, but with 
skill the ball can be gained by tak- 
ing it from right under their noses. 
Tackles and other manoeuvres are 
made tricky by inclement weather 
- torrents of rain, sometimes 
accompanied by rumbling thunder 
and bright lightning 

In moving away from the usual 
touchline viewpoint, Sensible 
Software have eliminated ball 
perspective problems, but it is 
difficult to tell which players are 
yours, due to the small amount of 
team colour on sprites. In all other 








р Р 


OMAN 


respects, MicroProse Soccer is of 
the highest quality — its fast action 
makes it far more playable than 
other soccer games. Like Speed- 
ball but without the violence, it is a 
speedy competitive game which із 
easy to get into but tough to 
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Amiga: £24.95 
UNSURPRISINGI 


LY taking ne 














AMIGA: OVERALL 86% 


РС: Т6М001 88% 
ATARI ST: Т6М012 84% 
MSX: TGMO12 80% 








= There's. no time t 





VERSION UPDATE 


Atari ST: £19.99 


Commodore 64/128: Cassette £8.99, Diskette £14.99 


THIS agi 








= Wild blasting or planet es 























ATARI ST: OVERALL 70% 
COMMODORE 64/128 
OVERALL 77% 


SPECTRUM 48/128: 
Т6М008 86% 


JB 


When the lights go up 
| the show goes on. 


The real story 


JACK мен еді 


Down and nearly Out 


WIN A BIGAPPLE HOLIDAY 


New York trip faptwo — plus 20 return flights to the USA 


Issue Рои атату 


– The Video Magazine. 
Playing near you. 


MOVIE is the new monthly for the film and video world, published by the same people as 7GM Issue Four is on sale 
December 22 - 84 feature-packed pages on who's who and what's what on the screen including Glenn Close, Jack 
Nicholson and the inside story on video nasties. PLUS a 16-page Richard Attenborough supplement, latest in a 12-part 
series! MOVIE- The Video Magazine. $1.90 from all good newsagents. Subscriptions available — see MOVIE for details. | 















































FLIGHT 








Picture the scene - after driving 
your sleek Ferrari at breakneck 
Speed around the sunshine state 
you decide to go back to your 
home country. Arriving in the capi 
ігі you discover that evil dictator 
General Swindelis has decided to 
invade your green and pleasant 
land 

As you are an allround 
superhero and veteran helicopter 
pilot, your head quarters call you 
to take to the air in Thunder Blade 
to repel the invaders. 

The rebels are fast moving and 
have already taken control of acity 
of skyscrapers, occupied moun: 
tains and deserts, taken over the 
river Delta and set up their HQ in a 
massive oll refinery. It's time to 
stop them. 

Each of the four levels is played 
over three sections. The first sec 
tion takes the form of over-flying 
landscape, the second is the more 
traditional 3-D flight, the final sec 
tion returns to the look-down view: 
point as you pit your chopper 
against a mothership of gigantic 
proportions! On the final level 
Thunder Blade faces Swindeil's 

















— — 


N 


қаққалы 





emember the movie Blue Thunder with Roy Scheider 
as the rogue helicopter pilot? K was the inspiration for 
Sega coin-op, Thunder Blade which in tum has 
become US Gold's hot new licence for Christmas. 





SCONF 0041440 


Verticaly scrolling action ensues as you fight against all odds to thwart Swindells (C64 screen) 


LOUD PROUD 
‘N’ DEADLY 


robotic command fortress in a 
climatic battle 


Roger ‘n’ out 
Don't get cocky if you manage to 
fight your way through helicopters 
and tanks on the first level: Swin- 
dells has jet interceptors, strike 
aircraft and cruisers at his disposal 
for later levels plus behemoth 
motherships. 

Whereas Out Run was generally 








SCORE 01309110 01: 








AMSTRAD СРС 
Cassette: £9.99. 
Diskette: £14.99 


For some reason the playing 
area window is not only 
restricted, but changes its 
vertical position with each 
new section. Look-down 
sections are fine but flight 
through 3-0 skyscrapers can 
be a little tricky as tanks are 
the same colour as helicop- 
ters - the generous number 
of tanks on screen tends to 
make the action look very 
messy. The over-riding prob- 
lem with this version is it's 
ease, too many lives and not 
enough enemy fire combine 
to destroy the challenge. 


OVERALL 54% 
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Through the canyons of your mind-blowing action - watch those rocks! (С64 screen) 
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unsatisfactory in not achieving 
good graphic quality or playability. 
Thunder Blade certainly is not. It 
features a high level of gameplay 
with visual and sonic quality to suit 
the host machine. 

There may not be an awful lot of 
depth to each section — the mod- 
erately shallow nature of the game 
being a fault of the coin-op, but 
Thunder Blade wins through due 
to its moreish gameplay. 








SPECTRUM 48/128. 
Cassette: £8.99 

Diskette: £12.99 

Graphics to the point of 
excellence - @ shame the 
monochrome screen makes 
spotting the enemy bullets 
difficult. Play is fast and at 
least as good as other ver- 
sions. Tiertex have done 
extremely well to convert the 
coin-op lock, stock and gun 
barrel to the Spectrum. 


OVERALL 87% 
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helicopter at a set speed for the 
fions of each level, but И remains playable despite 


OVERALL 65% 


movement 
first two sec- 
all this. 








OTHER FORMATS 
АРС version is scheduled for a March release priced at £24.99. 
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“High level of gameplay with visual and | 


sonic quality to suit the host machine" | 
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FLIGHT 


| VERSION UPDATE 


ELL RE ATTACK 
есі 


Amiga: £19.99 
| Commodore 64/1 
| Spectrum 48/128: 


| You 





assette £9.99 Diskette £14.99 
'assette £9.99 Diskette £14.99 














я 
| VERSION UPDATE 


Eagley take control 


FALCON 
Mirrorsoft 


Atari ST: £24.99 
PC: £34.99 





near your craft, but generally 





AMIGA: OVERALL 53% 
COMMODORE 64/128: 
OVERALL 59% 
SPECTRUM 48/128: 
OVERALL 44% 


ATARI ST: TGMO13 52% 


illusion of height is ma 


ings and e 
from 70,000 fee 











MIRRORSOFT'S 















are abstract until 






atmosphere lacking on the PC 
Falcon featur 
1 tight с 


‘near-perfect, 





and plane 
unfortunately the 
d by your 








ability to see minc 











one which shoul 


ge 


Both versions feature modem 


tainment for c 
pilots. There may be a lack of long 








ATARI ST: OVERALL 81% 
PC: OVERALL 78% 

PC: TGMOOS 79% 
кау — 
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AFTERBURNER ELSE | 


vision Diskette: £14.99 


he Grumman F-14 Tomcat ~ capable of Mach 2.34 at | | it you can put up with the barely adequate graphics, confused | 
seedy ап * талды ШҰАР Wise ау imes horrific presentation, you may find а barely 
height armed with the longest range air-to-air mis- | | BOWS алыр кекш ar кету ӨГ шс | 
iles in the world and the US Navy's premier carrier- | | blocks around missiles and aircraft when they pass over the 
based fighter. Sega — Japan based maestro in pro- | | ground - such crudities haven't been seen for at least five years. | 
ducing top quality coin-ops. Activision — one of the most Qu re to waste your money, give this version 
successful software houses in the UK. These three leaders | | 9fAferbumer a whi 
in their field join forces to bring you home computer соп. OVERALL 29% 
versions of the 1988 top grossing coin-op — Afterburner. = 


Afterburner stormed its way int 













arcades around the world and 


a ga's biggest selling 
to date. Featuring Н 





expected 
трие 















levels. Your F 





with unlimited cann. 





and-forget missile system. То 
destroy MiGs, lock-on targ 
he trigger and watch 











Through war tom sides you pilot ATARI ST 
4, taking £24.99 








With Argonaut Software's programming pedigree, 16-bit versions 





Enemy craft and a зам looked set to be superb - they're not. There is no impression of | | 
jeeking missiles rush toward your high speed, confusing graphics make firing and dodging missiles | 
plana Mi уе ДА atop jeu d | | tricky, and mystifyingly jerky plane moves kills all emotions of 

à case of avoid or d being there. Graphics feature primitive bushes and unreal run: 


ways but radar towers and trees are nicely detailed (unfortu- 
ч nately you do have time to admire them!). Urgent vocal messages 
mes from the | | are included but they add little to play. 


ense OVERALL 47% 











































play is limited and can even | 
SPECTRUM 48/128 оте repetitive 

Cassette: £9.99 ironically, home computer cor 
Diskette: £12.99 ne fave had to make 
Keith Burkhill must have had rant requirement wa 
many a sleepless night when | | to feature the simple gameplay of 
it came to converting this to | | the сото; 

the Spectrum. Those sleep- 

less nights have paid off in 

поа тата паме geme ot | | | OTHER FORMATS 
thoroughly enjoyable playa- Afterburner is soon to be 
bility. It may not look much | | | converted to the Amstrad 
with its mainly monochrome | | | (Cassette £9.99, Diskette 
display, fast moving but | | | £14.99), Amiga (£24.99) and 
limited ground graphics and. MSX (Cassette £9.99). 

narrow screen width, but it 











incorporates gameplay to 
match the arcade machine 
and is just as much fun to | | «А case of avoid or 
play - amazing! die!" 


OVERALL 83% 

















< No, you don't have to destroy this big mother, it's here to refuel you 




















AMIGA 500 






10845 STEREO/COLOUR 
MONITOR 


MPS 1200P 


MPS 1500C COL OUR PRINTER 





A501 RAM 
PACK 





н RSET s 
МАХ. PRINT LINE LENGTH 2K for the Amig 














THIS TOPICAL GAMES 
COMPENDIUM OFFERS A TRUE 
SPORTING CHALLENGE 


AN EXCELLENT PACK PROVIDING 
HOURS OF ENTERTAINMENT FOR ALL 
THE FAMILY 








—— 
—— 
PLUS POSTRONIX BONUS PACK. 
OF £100 OF FREE SOFTWARE 


Plus: POSTRONIX BONUS PACK OF £100 OF 
SOFTWARE 





А GREAT DOUBLE THEME РАСК 
OFFERING THE BEST OF HOLLYWOOD, 

PLUS A COMPENDIUM OF T.V. GAME SHOWS 

1541 IE DISK DRIVE PACK mye Mass Vic, Fi 

Рис POSTRONIX BONUS PACK 

OF £100 OF FREE SOFTWARE ‚ны, 





SEIKOSHA 
PRINTER 





A) 1750 RAM EXPANSION MODULE FOR CBM 128 


В) 1351 COMMODORE MOUSE m 


C) 1764 RAM EXPANSION MODULE FOR COMMODORE 64 тебе and r 





SLIK STIK JOYSTICK 


CHEETAH 125+ CONTROLLER 












y RAM DELTA DELUXE. 
E MICROSWITCH JOYSTICK 
COMPETITION PRO 5000 Сота мо четы 
TACS —— 
CONTROLLER 
JOYSTICK 


TAC 2 CONTROLLER 
JOYSTICK 





*^ — MICRO HANDLER MULTI 
FUNCTION JOYSTICK 




















| m = | 
| Ez gomar 
| nnum. n еей 
B— = z z 

A whole new rang C64 OLD STYLE Е 

Earnie Ree it C64C NEW STYLE 

durable clear plastic. Designed to = 

it your computer perfectly ... not AMIGA 500 = 

nly safe from dust but also all ATARI S20ST is т 

forms of accidental damage ATARI 1040ST | — س‎ = = 

— — — = 
LARGESTOCKS OF SOFTWARE А ACCESSORIES FOR ALL 16BIT. SBITCOMPUTERS-ALSO | а cul = 
ALL MAJOR GAME CONSOLES - PHONE (0604) 791771 NOW WITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS. — 





OFFER APPLIES TO U.K. ONLY. OVERSEAS ORDERS CHARGED AT OVERSEAS RATE 
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VERSION UPDATE 





High-tech sneakers 










t imagi Mero. 
1 the pagery 
m of thew F= 
nonae with the 
acknowledging by. the US Air 














Forco of tho teal Ғ-19% existence 
NG. the su rent unveiling of 
the B-2 Stoalth Bomber, the game 





18 ёш изу topical 

"With as much taifhras is officially 
possible, /.!9 Steam Fighter 
simulates ‘the тузу of. the craft 
(actually designated the F- 117A) 
а number of combat situations 









around the world 

Covert, low-protile operation is 
the name of the game. Flying int 
the heart of enemy territory, taking 





ovt targets. and making it back 











мге out looking for 
te — 
and enemy radars are 





illvwcteran enemy 


lert. On higher le 

and th 
uiimate risk Central Eu 
scenarios to take part in, you'll be 


glad youre flying а near radar 
anvisible Stealth Hye 
Ont 4 t Stealth 
FIMO Was a near perfect fight 
a o 
— ad 
auuosphere. On the PC H all so 
much. better Thanks 10 Місто 
Prose's considerable talent n 
using Жі host = machine s 
capabilities 


win top-notch твата Ча 









« missile Views, 








апа even: a novel. tactical. view 
"mme rd 


etri where everyman 
ssion, wars and 8 





graphic 






next to cran 
eject from stricken plane: 

On the negative side, sc CO 
bugbear and, other than glam 












pled ‘of intro. п. 
amounts to НЮ more Һа Йе 


The game has 
with о processo 
ped PC's ind. А Mamb 
Amstrad РС may not be in higoa 
одогу and updates аго a HOW 
(comparable to C64 эре Бо 
the overflow of mission fona 
Won is more than enough td Keer 
puts when things ge! nasty. 
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РС: OVERALL 95% 


TGMO004 93% 

















The secret realised 


THE real-ife Stealth Fighter has 
enjoyed seven years of relative 
Secrecy, it wasn't until November 
10 of last year did the USAF 
«conti its existence. The length, 
‘Of time the F-19 has withstood 
média attention i& remarkable if 








this age of probing media — mod 
alê nave been made, books writ 
tan. unofficial and official pictures 





have been released 





there is a 


computer game based around 
it. but nobody knew for sure 
With 5 


already in operational 
at the 4450th tact 
Nellis Airforce base) 
ат! another 7 on the cards, the 
Lockheed, Skunk Works-built 
Subsonic F-19 is officially titled the 
F-117A, and И looks an ungainly 
Бел-1. A complete opposite to the: 
-Smoath, low profile craft of mods 
ет fiction, the F=117A has a sharp: 
пред fuselage designed to scat 
лег radar signals ir all directions. 
ат! provide atow radar retum. It is 
‘also likely that а radar absorbent 
‘coating has been applied to the 
extenor to enhance is stealth 
Qualities 
MicroProse may have got the 








physical shape of the aircraft 
wrong, and. jumped the gur 

assuming the aircraft can operat 
from carriers out at sea, but wha 
they haye realised is that the F 


117A woul probably” play an 





A "өүө 
* | Я OR 


1 
M 


BT TR 


+ 


active role outside tha USA. Basos 
Jn Bila Germany, and petbajos. 
‘even South East Asia and Alaska 
are a possibility; and with its size 
allowing transport in-C-5 galaxy 


planes, we ine of the 





elusive beasts at a future 
Farnborough airshow. Holl on the 
tuture. 


тепа 


кимет 
ferr 








< Pinpointing airbases in the north cape during a mission briefing 
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| —— р 
igital Integration have a healthy habit of producing 
fine simulations (АТҒ and Tomahawk for example) - 
even if they do take an age over them. F-16 Combat 
Pilotis no exception, with nine man-years of develop- 
ment, a host of contributions by USAF Ғ-16 pilots and the 
expertise of aviation expert Bill Gunston behind it 
Although training sessions are | 
available for you to practise your | 
fight and landing techni 





take reconnaissance mis: 
























Enemy MiGs patr under your belt 
territory, and ground forces | Conquest commence 

require air support against heavily | skills learned are p 

armed tank battalions. There is | effect against th ur 
also the option to go deep into | tim 9 
enemy territory to take out supply | allies and going on the offens 























MIG SEASON 


6 COMBAT PILOT 






5. With ECM and Weapons out, taking on the tank could be a foolish move 


















| 
Mission in action ogres, skii level, weather 
Along with standard fight And to really pile the pressure 
is (slightly simpler than the N n, there's a ing st 
| rorsoft program), Ғ-16 Combat | element, whe nission re: 





















| Pilot pulls out ай stopro- | (good and bad) have a kn 
vide depth and game complexity. | effect. The performance of 
Features include re-armament | Falcons and ground force 
wens, plane repair facilities, | taken into account when shapi 
four other Falcons to command, | a war-winning strategy 
save/load position option, а dual Play F-16 Combat Pilot and 
ST dogfight three types of | you'llfind out what multi-role reall 





enemy MiG, over 1500 targets, | mean: 





ATARI ST 
£24.95 
Featuring very smart peripheral screens, Р- 16 couples wiretrame 
graphics with solid 3-D buildings and mountains to good effect. | 
Presentatior vellent, although not as glossy as Falcon. 
Screen щ ‘and there's as much atmosphere to the. 
game 















OVERALL 94% 








Ë 








PC 
£24.95 


In-flight action may not have 
the graphic definition of F- 
19, but the presence of long- 
term game strategy giv 

16 considerably more depth 
and challenge. While EGA is 
used well and graphics are 
as distinct as the ST game, 
the colours haven't quite got 
the same sparkle about 
them. 


OVERALL 93% 

















OTHER FORMATS 


Experience F-16 Combat 
Pilot soon on the C64, Spec- 
trum and Amstrad (Cassette 
£14.95,Diskette £19.95) and 
Amiga (£24.95). 














SS — 
“Makes the tempta- 
tion to go straight 
for a mission too 
strong to resist" 
— — 




















Becton Ans 


Eine ACCOUNTS, ART. COMMUNI 

Ocean DESKTOP PUBLISHING EDUCATI 

— Нола E1888 [| PROCESSING and more Fore tor 
Howson Consultant: £18.98 Ё ranga compete ала reum me coupon teo 


= ms | 5205Т-ҒМ EXPLORER PACK 


WITH BUILT-IN 1Mb DISK DRIVE 














FREE ATARI BUNDLE VALUE:€456.97 
With SC1224 colour monitor. £898 5j 
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mono monitor -£1298 
[colour monitor - 496. 


















WU 1 ч É 
WITH EVERY ST - RETURN COUPON FOR DETAILS 
ALL PRICES QUOTED INCLUDE FREE UK DELIVERY. 












Shop Ltd, Dept GAMCH 0289, 1-4 The Mews, Hatherley Road, Sidcup, Kent, САН «ОХ 


ASE SEND FREE LITERATURE ON THE ATARI ST 


Ns Initials Surname 
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дегі ECTS бе 1909, Lor, Nile ee —— 
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he future of flight has been revealed 
- after seven years of secret mis 
sions, the United States Air Force 
finally acknowledged the existence 
of their F-19 stealth fighter last Nov 
ember. Officially called the F-117A, 
this state-of-the-art aircraft is almost 
undetectable by radar and designed 
for fast, lethal attacks on ground and 
air targets. And now MicroProse, masters of computer flight. 
have completed the PC simulation: F-19 Stealth Fighter, which 
earns 95% this issue. 


celebrate this top-scoring game, MicroProse are offering a 
PC with monitor and a copy of F-19 Stealth Fighter to the win- 
ner of this competition. All that's required to answer the ques. 
tions is careful reading of our review feature, starting on page 62 
and a bit of research. 
But because the prize is so big, and hundreds of readers are 
y mpeting, we're asking you to try a tiebreaker as 


Entries should be sent on a postcard or the back of a sealed 
уеіюре to FLYING WITH MICROPROSE COMP, TGM, PO 
| Box 10, Ludlow, Shropshire 5Ү8 1DB, to arrive by Feb- 
| ruary 16. Usual rules as printed on the contents page apply 
Diarmid Clarke for putting together the questions. 


the F-19! 




















| COMPETITION 


UGH THE 
































Amstrad PC1512 with one | Three expansion slots 
QUESTIONS 0 
1 How many crew mem- | Ф5 AMiGisa Soviet 
bers does the F-19 fighter plane. What. MS-DOS and multitasking 
have? does МІС stand for? Full 16-bit 8086 processor | DOS Plus operating sys- 
runs at 8 MHz — fast tems 
ө2 Which USmanufactur- 
ers make the F-19? ‘Standard 5.25-псв disk | Onscreen clock/calendar 
drive formats to 360K function. 
es What eth highest TIE- — 
medal that a United Mouse GEM 
States Air Force pilot BREAKER 
can be awarded? The PC1512 is a ‘small 
© The F-19 is the ultimate. Ee E исдач footprint machine - it 
994 In the world of military | plane for simulation Excellent IBM compatibil- | takes little space compared 
aircraft, what does because . . . (complete in ity with others of the same 
SAM stand for? not more than 20 words) power 
1 TGM TX 015:2-8967/124 














This month Robin Hogg journeys to the 
heart of Manchester to plug coins into 
| Power Drift, Ordyne and Cabal. Thanks to | (<< 
|Alan at Sunspot for letting the him loose on 

the machines. | 



















FOLLOWING 














two play 
another in the 
a rival to Final 





и with the selection 
udding boy rac 


| he start p nd the Watching from in front of the car as the lady driver accelerates away 





| em f Out Fi ‘> The highly orginal rotating wall of rocks - plus fairy? What more could you 


wing 
4 Atari w 
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| 
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= Attack of the killer turtle — an enemy with a tortdise in ife 


CABAL 


TAD Corporation 


we he poor mans Operation 
Wolf, Cabal cobbles 
together many of the ideas 
gleaned from Taito's smash 
coin-op in one mediocre 
package. The 
setting is four regions of enemy 
territory with one or two warriors 
Tunning around the foreground 
Enemy soldiers, tanks, helicopters 
and planes run on so line them up 
Ind sock it to them. Demolishing 
he buildings sees grenades, 
machine guns and bonus points 
thrown at the players — collect 


them y waste 
е army. For some 
upon completing 
а level the warriors leap up and 
down and do dest dance 
u've ever seen as they run off. 
һе distance. Most peculiar 
On the plus side the presenc 
a teamwork inducing dual-play 
е gives the game a little more 
appeal and the use of a gunsi 
without good 
a lot to be 
good f Jupie 
ultimately it's not a patch 
Konami's evastators 


d lady friend has 
by some thoroughly 

nasty foes and whisked millior 

miles away. Hopping on a hover 
om off to re 


mode) hover th 
horizontally scrolling levels firing 
missiles and dropping bombs on 
the familiar alien creatu ] 
defences below. Watch out for the 
deadly windmill, the rotating m 
of rocks, the Darius style cruiser. 
the R-Type-style mothership and 
even a Wheel of Fortune (what по 
Vanna White?) — this hotpot 
ime ide; Ordyne с 


s strange 
disgui 
warp tunnels with "Со 
plastered over them) float 
within are goodies to buy, speed. 
ups and mega-weapons to keep 
joing - buy what you want and 
get on with the blasting. 
Ordyne may not be one of 
Namco's greatest but it's got 
make for an enjoyable 
game. It's just a pity that it's let 
dowr decidedly average 
graphic 


Operation Wolf ‘= Shoot them - before they drop the bomb on you 


2 That's you in the foreground, firing like med af the fast-approaching tank 























to be kr 
dl So your oxygen supply, and dive, dive, dive. 


Atari ST, PC, Amiga £94.95 
самба, Amstrad £14.95 (disk), £9.95 (tape) 


INFOGRAMES, MITRE HOUSE, ABBEY ROAD, ENFIELD, MIDDLESEX, ЕМІ 2RQ 


ГІ NEGR AME S. 





ADVENTURE 





TEEL'S 


E dE 
THE GRAIL 
Microdeal 


ATARI ST: £19.95 


fter struggling for months to get the hang of STAC, 

Microdeal go and complicate my life to an even 

greater degree by threatening to release their own 

adventure writing utility, Talespin (£49.95). A different 
style of generator to STAC, it offers totally mouse- 
controlled games, full-screen graphics and digitised 
sound, To introduce the utility, Microdeal have released a 
Talespin-created adventure, The Grail 


The inhabitants of Kabar are 
suffering от а strange, 
deforming disease. The only sure 
Cure is purported to be the Holy 
Grall. This fount of all good may 
Only be approached by a pure 
soul, which, although you may not 
feel deserving, is yours. 

Cast as a wizard, you and your 
not-so-trusty servant, Billot, set 
out to find the Grail, and with it, 
attempt to release your homeland 






from the deadly disease. To 
succeed, you must face great 
danger, endure many tests, and 
risk falling foul of the very plague 
you're bent on destroying, 

You and Вйо! begin in the 
‘enchanted forest on your way to 
Domino's castle. 

‘Once there, you discover that 
working on you own is 
advantageous — you need to lose 
Billot. When he's safely quaffing 











‘+ The wiz mutilates a trying dragon - just like that = but remembers to show 
mercy in the ond 


ale at the inn (little hint there), you 
are free to explore the land and, 
when you find the Grail, converse 
with it. During your first encounter 
with the fount of all good, it will 
Probably tell you that you can't 
Utilise its powers yet as you are not 
pure — you don't possess the three 
necessary attributes: strength. 
mercy and charity 

Time to re-explore the land in an 
attempt 10 improve yourself — 
returning to the forest once you 
have the cure potion is а good 
idea. 

When all three attributes have 
been eamed - show mercy in 
some places and splatter goblins 
faces in others - the Grail informs 
you that although you're doing 
very well, you must go to the heart 
of the forest in the world of 
essences to continue your quest. 


> Take heed of the goblin guard's demands - or give him a very hard slap on the face 































Screen scream 


When in the forest, wander around 
a bit and help any character you 
may stumble across, A pit that 
leads to a network of tunnels is not 
hard to find - И you've got the light, 
crawl into it. West and North a 
Couple of moves takes you to the 
Grail, the end of your quest and a 
threat from Billot that there may be | 
a sequel 

Depicted graphically, screens 
display an odd and unattractive 
style. Trees are either tall slim red | 
trunks or bulbous, writhing wood 
and foliage - characters appear аз 
if painted by a child. 

Digitised sounds in the form of 
screams, groans and laughter 
abound and momentarily detract 
from the slow gameplay - music 
would have been a better use of 
memory. 

Blurb accompanying The Grail 
suggests that completing the 
game should take some hours. 
This, ! feel, is not because the 
game is so absorbing, but 
because of the time taken for every 
Screen or action to load from disk. 

1 finished the adventure after 
only a few hours (proving its lack 
of challenge) and, although each 
Screen is a disappointment, there. 
exists an odd compulsion to carry 
оп and see what happens next. 

It should prove interesting to see 
what a talented writer/artist can do 
with Talespin — the utility has 
potential and 1 look forward to 
Casting an adventurous eye over i. 


ATMOSPHERE 45% 
INTERACTION 40% 
OVERALL 44% 
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Chuck 


ie Egg 








ARCADE STYLE GAME 

from one to four players. 

Who'd have thought a country 
farmyard could be so stressful? 
You must collect the eggs before 
the nasties get out and eat up all 
your corn, Watch out for the crazy 
duck - if she gets out of the cage, 
you're in real trouble! You must 
collect all the eggs to proceed to 
the next screen. Look out for 
hidden eggs! 





CONTROLS 

Select your own keys or joystick 
Full instructions included in the 
program. 

GAME PLAY 


The game plays over 4 groups 
each of 8 screens which become 
progressively more difficult. 

Survive all 32 screens and the 
speed then increases to present 








Cheques POs to: Pick and Choose (FG) Ltd. 45 Bury New Road, Manchester М8 ВЕС, Tel 061 831 7922. 


























even greater challenges. The 
game will play an indefinite 
number of levels. There is no limit 
to the high score table! 





This classic computer game is 
now being released for Amiga, 
Atari ST 


LOOK OUT FOR CHUCKIE EGG 2. 


Enquiries welcome for distributors 
and bulk buyers. 

















WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE 
Mariage Street 
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WORLDWIDE SOFTWARE 
4o Stoney street 
наны 
war aux 





"SOFTWARE: 


FAST DELIVERY 
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Sevan Compiaton 
pera wor 
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Seatac 





Overseas orders please add £1. 


чт отуло — — —— 
‘Sta NOLAND, WALES өп тт rM 
WEC Ls Mara 
m Atari St Software Atari St Sofware утар 
Guerin War 4 £4.08 Road Racing Barto m 1328 cha 
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50 per cass/disk for AIR MAIL delivery. Credit card orders accepted by phone or тай. 
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PLAY IT ON THE 








BROTHER 









who рг 


long-distance games. Rich 


SDN system, soon f 











frantically on the 
sights on the alien battlecruiser 
d. A split second before 





you unleash plutonium death 
upon the foul deviant, he veers sharply 
one side with an unex 






st of speed. Shriekir 


int 








digital sound a: 
The 






4 face of your opponent, зо 





gl” he enthuses as you vow retribu: 














ure, but It's not dis 
ne example of what 
lelecommunications system. ISDN. 
finally gets going. The foundations of 
ISDN (int 





work) are being laid right now, and 
when it is comp 










es the technology 1 
ta and video, all aver 


a single same time. It 





‘ould give us videophones anc 








stel look about a 
ive as а ТОМ Trash. But ISDN need: 





hardware to cor 
Telecom (BT) are cur 










gue telephone ex 















eachother via high-cap 
acity al-fibre cables tha! сап 
ssive amounts of data. 












Currently, arc two digital 
xchanges are installed lay 
most of them repla technol 
ogy systems. And BT have just ove 
6,000 exchange. altogether, of whict 
some 1,500 are digital, says BT 
Senior Technical Press Officer 


Predictably, businesses have bee 





fashioned copper-wire phone lines a 
ribe to BT's digital 
w transmit data at 
















Greater data 
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а STAY Ш AT № HOME! | 
have to be con И зілді give us more fee бла | 
wer the phone fax ما‎ ct self to several hours а day of t al torture that man choose | 
or speeds. мам a recent survey by research group In tions Servi snowed that 
250, 000 ey tl aM of Dri employs would pir 
mputers in under two | 
games (we won't need modems 1 Pug е сап be beamed | 
ле playing an -incredibly t library of data on all th about with catalogues ar 
Bunch һе space station, the v plar abt. regarding ISON. equipment or | 
TELE startled to hear laser ire Distering the at frst. but cheaper when К become 
TECHNOLOGY АИ dE I 
tm nbat to the death with апо So much, so soon? | 
— layer as Ngh-qualty digital stereo | Of course, al | 
егі over he telephone system in "Engogeinrea- Баташ around your one moming | 
analogue frm = the voce (or data time combat as “д ie s enwely possible with For examp | 
ica signal, whose frequency high-quality | ОМ and ts ust a logical progres: transmit picture 
as the дели stereo sound Fancy something o littie less strenu- yet, as only opti 
МА NM NUM bursis oll round, оя? Comeet ю your оса Hera ҰН he мото 
telephone system was the you" Britannica, complete And "though the technology for | 
human voice, but nowadays people This, lk the m many ISDN applications exists right | 
went to send daia as well, и will be stored on now, it won't be mercially availa: 
lesigned f here's too much 208, which uses laser beams to stor iding a videopho ізімен 
vaca through snap, oracide and pop а small disk ? phone system i: * 
трав gets conus ISDN wil be abie to put whole Ib- — " Yet BY plan to have ISON installed 
EON ofiar кА: diis com 5 in у oom, and you іп most British telephone exchange 





icaton, which handles 
ame way as a computer or a 
mpact disc. Information is broken. 
down into binary form (0s and 1s) 
giving perfect accuracy and much 





bout running out Бу the early Nin 
ө for the drinks cabinet 

















less risk of interference and distor 
speeds up the transmission 

data (which is in binary 

and gives beautiful digita 





The light fantastic 





The physical medium of transmission 
is also changing. Telephone cables 
sed 10 be copper wires, which 
alowed information to fade or 






become 





ried over long distances 
how international calls 








the world’s u 
ations companies are getting into 













y optical-fibre cables, made 
m thin, flexible strands of glass. 
Digital signals into light 
ble, and 

form at 


The signals hardly fade 
causenoe energy is trans 
mitted, they are completely safe, and 
mmune from electromagnetic inter 











е satelite and microwave 
s optical fibres will help 
DN a reality 





алет 
to make lS 














VOTE FOR THE BEST IN 1988 


Computer Leisure 
Awards 


For the first time ever, you will be able to join with the readers of many other British 
magazines to decide who and what was best in 1988. Awards will be made to software 
producers resulting from your voting through, this, your own magazine, for what you 

considered to be the best games you have played on your 
computer during the past year. 
Many other magazines are carrying this voting form. It means the results will truly be 
democratic, and therefore really mean a lot to those who receive them. 

The votes will be collated by an independent company, to whom you should post your 
voting form, and the awards will be presented at the Computer Leisure Industry's 'get 
together’ — Computer Arena — in March 1989. 

So, simply fill-in the voting form below, cut it out (or photocopy it) and send it to: 


GAMES OF THE YEAR 
MICHAEL BAXTER 
SOLUTIONS PR 
2 WELLINGTONIA COURT 
VARNDEAN ROAD 
BRIGHTON BN1 6TD 


----------------------------, 


| COMPUTER LEISURE AWARDS 1988 VOTING FORM у 


Closing date 25th Feb 89. 





















































1) Please tick the computer format you are voting for: | [3) Please state what you consider to be the BEST 
GAME OVERALL of 1988: 
AMIGA 
AMSTRAD CPC 
ELECTRON 
COMMODOKB cute 4) Which Software House do you choose as being the 
most consistent in producing high quality 
PC COMPATIBLES computer games during 1988: 
ATARI ST 
SPECTRUM 


























2) Please name your choice of best game (from the format ticked above) of 1988: 





1. Best ARCADE game 








2. Best ADVENTURE game 








3. Best STRATEGY/WAR game 








4. Best MUSIC with game 
5. Best USE OF GRAPHICS 
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Lesce 





TIPS 





YOUR GUIDE TO BETTER GAMING 


































| их of his month area couple of | nying neck chop, which should it | ® Note the locaton of orbital | a сше how to save the мола 
tips o help you get through the | hm This way he wil hi you back, | deecontinuum -ретеп 8431.70- | Never mind all super heroes have 
| тор sequel to Barbarian Mae ЫЫ! | Б ars ane лем ot estan hte aret oret bn 
| Fasting your head Don'tforgetto | Knowledge got the "complete (well 99 
| = BARBARIAN 2 ump the hole = Use Spock to mind meld with y mplete) solution to the Penguin 
| (cea ТОНАХ Move in front of the | them to disclose data on systems | game. Stuck in the Joker game 
| the wall covering ias | thatcontaimuseful objects Well we haven't got that far yer s 
| = THE LIVING IDOL. Use acid | muchas possible. When his magi 
Ir to dodge Бойз as they flo ston do 8 fying neck 

you of energy. To | chop each tme you misiado и 
ی‎ ак ا‎ 


ТЛС ЛО MITT 





ооо 








hot device for greater | you'll just have to wait 
found on Сетігі | ® First pick up 

(69.19.60) Batcave 

% The Cerenkov Crystal at Xuram | Batcave that contains 

(56.29.46) reduces drain machines use tho 

ong Е 





broken 
Dol, Insert the 














atdisk into the di е. Now g 


= When beaming down to рі side and keep going right 











always take three crew mem you come to a ladder. Climb 1 
to safeguard against dangers You should. find some rope 

GREAT DEMON. Move | =STAR TREK le ө оп the roof keep 
demon so that he | (C64) going right until you find a locked 
tinuous punching | ® Note the locations of neutral, | BATMAN door. Use the Picklock function tc 
eration zones where you can | (Spectrum/C64) | unlock it. Through isa 

tretched, do a | getrepairs, weapons,andenergy. | Stuck in the Batcave? Нам | key. Go to the lit and use thi 

| come across a Games Disk and a 

dart, take these. Use the rope 





| inside the room called Two half's 
| Now climb up the rope and 
| the magnet and use it. Now throw 
the dart at the picture o! Batman 











on the wall and a pass will be 
4. Take this. Go back to the 











then go outside ont 





| 
| Go right unil you find a 
iren Take dc Now cimo Deck 











= Proceed to the screen ju: 





past 
the mansion and collect the door 
key. Now return to the mansion 
and use the pass. Inside it is dark 
it's time to use torch. Now 

on and find the 

room with a TV and Video. Put the 
tape into the video and a 4 should 































































XR3ITURBONUTTERBASTARD 
will be given a full quot 


weapons as $ point 





HAWKEYE 


VALSSPELER on th 





| THUNDER BLADE 


= Type in CRASH on the tit 








| ЭМЕТЕВАМ 














DALEY THOMPSON'S 
OLYMPIC CHALLENGE 
зо the training, select 
е it) and start the 
4 score 60 in 





























MICKEY MOUSE 





CEE 
qe 


f PAUSED 


= PUDDLE MAZE. Don't collec 
the heart when you still have all 
three lives. To get rid of the skull 
collect it with the power pack on 
Mickey flickers). To save go right 
three times, down once, right 
three, down one etc 

* BUBBLE MACHINE. Drop a 
hammer just before you are above 
the bubble and if you miss, on 

after. Then you are guaranteed to 
hitit. i 

















ou are ever wanting lots of 
points then wait until the tu 
almost empty and go abou 
= PUMP ROOM. Wait at the right 
hand side until you are safe to go 
ip the first ladder. Then go up it, 








corks, go up then 











right, put in the cork, wait until it's 
safe then quickly 90 along. Put 

the corks, then if the force field has 
gone go right and hit the big 





monster. If it 
will fall down 

® DRIPPING TAPS. Try not to get 
k at the bottom 





sn't, walk left and 





the top you can get down n 
atter what way the lift is going. If 
t and wait, 





it is going up, step оп 

ll down to the next levei. 
ghosts can't go through 
doesn't bare thinking 








bout 


STARGLIDER 2 
(Amiga/ST) 

% As soon as you start the game, 
bring the ICARUS to a complete 
һай, select floating sight the 


00250006. 





pause the game and type WERE 
ON A MISSION FROM GOD 
(including the spaces) and press 
1. M you've done everything 
correctly, the shield, laser and fuel 
displays wil drop and you're 
rewarded with infinite fuel, shield 
and laser power. Now if you pre: 
K you will get a full complement of 














missiles, bombs, an energy cube 
launcher and even the neutron 
bomb! 

LAST NINJA 2 

(C64) 





Dmpleting System 3's epic 

blockbuster is no easy task 

here are the solutions to the first 
just to get you 





way 
= LEVEL 1 - CENTRAL PARK. Go 




















through the curtain and punch the 
flashing yellow box to reveal а 
trapdoor on the stage on the first 
screen. Drop through the trap 
and you will be under the stage 
where you should find (bottom left 
comer) а key. Take this. The 
nunchukka is in two parts, both of 
which are in separate ladies 
toilets. Just enter each loo and use 
the pick up action to collect ther 
Pick up the hamburger on the 





hamburger stand 
increase your energy. There are 
some shurikens іп a box between 
wo benches on the screen before 

juggler can be 


and use it to 








the juggler. The 
passed by somersaulting. Now get 
the map on the screen after the 
juggler. Climb up the trellis on the 
Screen with the map, then cro: 
over to the next screen and 
6 the gaps to find 

ber to climb 
the key t 











somersault асгс 
the staff, Re 
down backwards. L 

















‘open the gate, then wait for the 
boat to drift near you on the next 
screen and somersault onto i 


When it stops moving, somersault 
onto the other bank. Dodge the 
bees and take the right hand p 
then somersault onto the next 

en. Try to land on the island 
then push at the boat with your 
Staff and jump back onto the bee 












Screen. This time take the other 
path and you wil end up by 
another stretch of river bank with 
the boat from the island floating 
past. Jump onto the boat then 
jump to the other side, and you can 





load the next section of the gan 
= LEVEL 2- THE STREETS. Only 
cross the roads when the lights ar 

in your favour or you'll run over by 
a motorbike. Enter the workman's 
hut and ‘pick up" and you should 
collect a manhole key. When you 
enter the screen with the flashing 
door, kill the thug and kick down 
the door. Enter the martial arts 
shop, beat up the shopkeeper and 
collect the sword from the wall 
Find the drunk and take the bottle 
from him. Take the hotdog from 
the hotdog stand to increase your 
energy. Beware of the man leaning 
out of the window — he throws 
flower pots at you. Exit this level 
by using the key to open the 
manhole on the path, and drop 
through it 

a LEVEL 3- THE SEWERS. Walk 
through the first three rooms, then 
take the right hand exit and collect 
the key. Go back into the last room 












































= LEVEL 2 





= LEVEL 3 


AFTER BURNER 


THE GAMES MACHINE 
PO BOX 10, Ludlow, Shropshire 
5Ү8 108. 

















nas ARADITN 
СНАМРІО! 
Roleplaying Rules 
Hero Games, £6.95 
he tentacles of evil are spreading throughout the 
world — super villains with monstrous powers, sub- 
versive espionage organisations and giant insane 
robot sea monsters are just some of the terrors 
threatening civilisation. In Champions you are the only 
person who can stop them, so don your cape, put your 
underpants on the wrong side of your trousers and pre- 





pare for battle! 

world of comic book 
superheroes and arch villains is a 
natural setting for a role-playing 
game. However, it's по easy job 
producing a Superhero game 
which incorporates a whole range 
of super powers from super- 
strength to flight, X-ray vision to 
invunerability to bullets in a logical 
rule framework that is still simple. 
enough to allow action packed 
gameplay. Champions does all 
this and more in a single, com- 
prehensive rulebook. Based on 
the same rule system as Fantasy 
Hero and Justice Inc. the game is 





Champions rules are a 
model of clarity. An introductory 
section provides an outline of what 
role-playing in general is ай about 
and then goes into detail about the. 
‘combat system to the extent that 
you're soon itching to begin the 


game. 

The first requirement is the crea- 
tion of a superhero, in the form of 
а 50 page character generation 
system. It's here that the Hero sys- 








by accepting disadvantages and 
limitations. Limitations apply to 





the use of a particular power — for 
instance the hero might only be. 
able to fly during daylight hours, оғ 
an aquatic villain might be able to 
use a super-strong bolt of energy 
only if under water. Disadvantages 
are even more fun! A hero may 
choose to accept a number of dis- 
advantages, each of which brings 
‘a bonus of additional power points 
to spend at wil. Any conceivable 
restriction is possible — ranging 
from unusual looks (ike The Thing) 
to 'Unluck’, a young nephew who 
always gets in the hero's way, a 
strict code against killing and so 
оп. A number of points gained 
depends on the severity of the dis 
advantage. A character who i 
vunerable to Kryptonite will only 
get a small bonus, wheras one 
who loses his powers when 
‘exposed to water will do better 
(and had better carry an umbrella 

‘Once the new superhero has 
been created he is ready to face 
the forces of evil and the combat 
section of the rulebook deals with 
such conflicts. The system is sim- 
ple and fast moving with the 
results of every action being deter- 










mined by the roll of three six-sided 
dice. Instead of a single ‘Hit Point’ 
score determining if a character 
lives or dies, Champions heroes 
and villains take both ‘Body’ and 
‘Stun’ damage, meaning that it's 
possible to knock out or stun the 
‘opponent without killing them — 
must for do- 2 
Suggestions for referees as to 
howto run a successful superhero 
campaign are included in the next 
section, followed by an introduc- 
tory adventure in which the players 
battle the evil Viper organisation. 
My only critisism of the whole 
presentation is the lack of an 
index, but the rules are laid out in 





Such a sensible order that i's gen- 





erally not difficult to locate a par- 
тошілг йет. 
A wide range of add-on material. 


is available for Champions, both 
pre-written adventures and sup- 
plements detailing extensions to 
the system. But one of the best 
aspects of this type of game is that 
you don't need anything more than 
the rulebook and а little imagina- 
tion to start playing a fast moving 
game where the future of the world 
lies in your hands! 

Now a quick look at Slaves to 
Darkness (hardback, £14.99) the 
first of two Realms of Chaos sup- 
plements from Games Workshops 
popular Warhammer series. This 
book introduces the Chaos gods 
Slaanesh and Кһоте, detailing 
their horific powers and describing 
their demonic servants with 
exhaustive lists of magic, chaos 
mutations and so on. Extensive 
army lists for the Chaos hordes 
and their enemies are included, 
making the book of particular 
interest for players used to the 
Warhammer 40000 fantasy battle 
rules. There's also a figure painting 
guide to bring the monstrosities 
into three-dimensional reality. 
Lavishly illustrated with hundreds 
of disturbing pictures, every page 
drips with nastiness. 

For Avalon Hill's RuneQuest 
system comes the long awaited 
Glorantha boxed set. Though a Ilt- 
Ме pricey at £16.50 this supple- 
mentis full of detail that will delight 
anyone who's already visited Greg 
Stafford's fantasy world. Detailing 
the history, geography and culture 
of Glorantha this pack provides а 
‘wonderful chance to adventure іп 
a beautifully detailed fantasy world 
as it prepares for its cataclysmic 
conflict. 
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Top Quality 2nd Drives for the Amiga 
and Atari ST at low, low prices 


Full compatibility with all Atari ST 
models, Amiga 500 & Amiga 1000 
м Тор quality Citizen drive mechanism 
м One megabyte unformatted capacity 
V. External plug in PSU (Atari ST) 
ч Throughport (Amiga) 
Very quiet 
V Slimline design 
Colour matched to computer 
Long cable for location 
either side of computer 
Full 12 months guarantee 


AK ATARI EE 


Í Don’t forgef 


prices | 
indude VAT and delivery 





520 ST-M SUPER PACK 


re. Software оде is 


£349.00 


Ine VAT & delivery 


|820 STEM wih TMEO intemal drive fied 
|520 STEM МЕС internal 3.5" drive upgrade iit ing hl instructions 
1040 STPM with 





including өй extus 
supplied with above described S205 ТЕМ Super Pack 
1040 STEM inc. "super pack. extras 
Mega 572 with mono monitor MS Wi 
Mega 574 wih mone monitor, MS-Wr 
51245 mono monitor 
561226 colour montor, good iow price 
Мера is Stab hard дал, — 
Mega ST specia oner package including’ Maga. ind 387 dive 
“Поле, mentor. Б. меб обретет, 
IP. Protessicnaf and 90 days on site maintenance ал or only 11705 оо 


пара CMBB52 as above, higher resciution 
Cameron Handy Mouse, high quality replacement ST mouse. 


PRINTERS 


All_prices include VAT, delivery and cable 


Star 1010 best-soting 144/36сра printer, 4 М.О fonts, inc.2 exta bons free = £199.00. 
Star 1010 7-colour version o above printer, inc 2 extra black порога, 
Star LC24-10 teature packed mutor 24 pin printer. 
Star antra bong. 
Star NX-15 budget wide carrage printer 
Star NB24-15 wide carr version of NB24-10 inc. ree ОЛ shot feeder 
NEC P2200 budget 24pin, great value 168/56 cps 
‘Amstrad OMP316032500 good valuo 10" with seciaiparal interlace 
Amstrad (02500 24pin at low price 
Panasonic KXP1081 reliable budget 10° printer 120/24 cp 
Epson 1Х800 popular 10° 180/25 epe 
Epson (0500 good 24pin printer 15050 Gps 
Gizen 1200 good value 10" 120 cps 
Citizen 1806 Budget 10 carriage 150/30 cps 
Citizen HOP-45 bargain 24 pin wide carriage prier 

Sheet feeders available for most of the above р 


ATARI ST VERSION ONLY 


£82.95 


AMIGA VERSION ONLY 


£79.95 


including VAT and delivery 


offer pack includes the Tollowing: 
* rid Sam 
+ all this 
Еж 
ты for only 
R ia Vegas 
Hom 

рды demain v vare 
The total retall value of extr 


DOUBLE TAKE! 
PYE 15" FST 
TV/MONITOR 


(MODEL 1102) 


SPECIAL 
OFFER ! 


+ SOFTWARE BACKUP with new turbo nibbler 
Version 4 incorporates a very 


+ 56 SOFTWARE BACKUP PARAMETERS 
Parameters, now includes 56 individual routines to 
backup Protect the toughest protection schemes. 
+ FAST BACKUP 
backup а non-protected disk as quickly as possible 
Fi techniques. 


+ EXTERNAL DRIVE ВОО! 


+ 25си тау HORES і startup vom drive В. 


New ook Version 4. providing extremely uset бек 
management commande "under one deskiop-based 


ДЕ hota sabes 
— 
as me واوا‎ 
Tenn ee анс отон ds po 
To EC EE 

% plus UNDELETE, DISK ANALYSIS, UNFORMAT 
WO ERES ER YA 1 





How to order from [Al prices include VAT and delivery. Next day delivery £50 extre 


10 Buk 0500 35" disks 
with labels, fully guaranteed 
25 bulk disks as above 





n Send cheque, Postal Order |Evesham Micros Lid 
Evesham Micros] 5-74 card deui| 63 BRIDGE STREET 





10 disks as above wih glasic casa 
[25 disks as above, with 40 сарасіу 
ое storage unit 

Verbatim 05/00 disks, top media 
with Шейте guarantee. Box 2410 

[SKC MF2D0 05/00 3.5" disks. Box of 10 


(ЕШ "tore us with your 
ACCESS or VISA 
card details оп: 
11 0386-765500 [шь „та кекете. —ñ—ñ 


EVESHAM 
WORCS WR11 4SF 
Ф 0386-765500 

tax 0386-765354 

telex 333204 


Gort, educ. & PLC orders welcome 
Same day despatch whenever possible 

АВ goods subject to availability, E-&O.E | 
Open to calles 6 days, 9.30530 


























goodies at a MIDI gathering. 


MidiSoft Studio: 
Advanced Edition 


es, ifs yet another new 
Sequencing program that's only 
just out in the States, and 
shortly itl be over here. But 
what has MidiSoft Studio: 
Advanced Edition got over the 
others? Well, obviously the formula to 
be applied is ‘price versus features’, 
and as а medium-priced package it 
comes out of this quite well 

MidiSoft Studio: Advanced Edition 
is a 64-track sequencer that uses the 
MIDI ports on the ST only. ( say this 
because of late it has become the 
trend to have ‘export’ MIDI channels 
= that is, a parallel set or sets of all 16 
channels on a bolt-on MIDI interface.) 
Essentially it follows the tried and 
tested real-time recording idea. 
though it does have a reasonable 
step-time recording feature. 

The main screen display has the 
tracks listed from top to bottom down 
the left-hand half. It copes with 12 
tracks on display at a time, and you 
can scroll through them either singly 
or in gulps of a dozen at a time. (But 
12 goes into 64 just 54 times, so you'll 
need that singe track scroll 
mode . . .) Across the top of the track 
display are the definitions that apply 
to that track. 

Оєсяғтом that's where you write 
your own note about the track. Моо: 
this can be set to RECORD, PLAY, MUTE, 
soo or CLEAN. Then you have the MIDI 
channel number assigned to it, the 
PROGRAM change number it is set to 
(the voice on the synthesizer or what- 
ever), the volume level and the octave. 
Pretty comprehensive, and all very 
easily accessible by clicking with the 
mouse, so that you can alter the set- 
tings even when PLAYBACK OF RECORD 
‘mode's running; the usual rule applies 
of the left mouse button decreasing 
values and the right button increasing 
them. 

‘On the right-hand side of the screen 











GETTING IT 
BALLS 
TOGETHER 


Amiga users go musical too in this month's report on the 
latest software sounds. Jon Bates examines yet another 
sequencer for ST and Amiga, and an ST composing pack- 
age; from New York, Marshal M Rosenthal listens to the 


is more information regarding the 
tempo, bar numbers, whether or not 
the metronome is audible, etc. And it 
is usually in this area that the drop- 
down windows appear. 

The bottom of the screen has the by 
now obligatory ‘cassette buttons’. 
That is, PLAY RECORD, REWIND, FAST FOR- 
WARD, PAUSE and STOP, A pair of flash- 
ing quavers indicate whether any MIDI 
data is being received and sent — this 
‘signal can be tumed on and off, and 
the default is on. 

The features on the drop-down 
menus are fairly comprehensive. One 
that caught my attention was the abil- 
ity to format a disk while the program 
is running. Having more than once 
been in the situation where you have 
loads of music on the program, the 
little window appears that says ‘disk 
full, and you can't find a formatted 
disk anywhere, | think this feature 
should be put into the statutes of all 
programmers everywhere. 


Mouse on steroids? 

1 also quite like the FAST MOUSE option: 
once ! got used to this, it made the 
ordinary GEM mouse seem like a Val 
ium-ridden geriatric compared with its 
steroid-enhanced offspring. Not a 
specifically musical feature, this, but 
nevertheless it makes for a comforta- 
ble working environment. 

MIDI data can be filtered in terms of 
systems exclusive and aftertouch, 
auto rewind and quantize on record, 
and you can save the current screen 
set-up — though | would have thought 
this should be a default rather than an 





‘option. 

MidiSoft Studio: Advanced Edition 
сап cut and paste tracks and parts о! 
tracks with consummate ease, calling 
the section selected for treatment a 
region’. Tracks themselves can be 

|, rechannelled, copied and 
shifted forward or back and the reg- 
ions can be subject to insert delete, 
paste, erase, transpose, quantize, 
and altering the scale velocity. 

That last is quite a smart feature, as 





из 


‘twill alter the attack velocity by a per- 
centage value, which is а little easier 
than the usual method of scaling from 
010 127. 

Each region is defined by the bar, 
beat number and the divisions of а 
beat which they insist оп calling 
‘ticks’, a term which | find somewhat 
idiotic but several software houses 
‘seem to favour. 

Then there's editing, No graphic 
display here, but rather a list of the 
events as they happen overlaid down 
the left-hand side of the screen, Scrol- 
ling through them causes each event, 
be it note, pitchbend or program 
change etc, to happen. Any event 
selected for special attention is 
plucked out and the information dis- 
layed above the window, making it 
easier to alter details. 

Youcan also play the selected track 
‘and the highlight bar rolls through the 
events, making it quite easy to follow 
things as they occur. Though l'm very 
used to working on both graphic and 
notational editing, | didn’t find this too 
much of a pain to get to grips with, 
and if you go wrong you can always 
cancel your editing and return to the 
previous unedited state, The track 
events can be printed out if you wish 
to study them further. 

But the quantize page is quite basic 
in its approach. Two options called 
CHANGE LOCATION and CHANGE DURATION 
are on offer. These, Ithink, are the pro- 
gram's terms for note-on quantize 
and note length quantize. Though the 
‘actual way of quantizing is easy — just 
flick through the note values - it's 
fairly limited in that for a few sub- 
routines more you could have the 
‘options of fixed note values (essential 
or drum machines), а CAPTURE feature 
that allows a certain percentage of 
errors to humanise the track, and 
quantization of the velocity and after- 
touch, 

1know that the line of development 
costs has to be drawn somewhere 
but since the editing features are very 
‘comprehensive the quantize features, 
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have them in degrees of randomness: 
the percentage of notes as you played 
them, the percentage of notes played 
backwards, and the percentage of 
notes that are actually allowed 
through. 

Get the picture? Well, if you don't, 
the program certainly will, because 
across the bottom of the screen is the. 
‘snapshot’ mode complete with a 
camera icon. This, coupled with the 
alpha keys, lets you ‘photograph’ any 
screen setting you may happen tolike. 








pattem and tell the program to change 
the sound. 

From this seemingly aimless selec- 
tion of variations on a theme, some- 
thing resembling an overall scheme 
emerges. From the three notes you 
сал generate quite a wide variety of 
sounds, and build them into some- 
thing resembling a composition. 

Of course, M is capable of record- 
ing a lot more than just three notes. In 
fact you can record a whole load of 
patterns in different ways: step time, 


50 you might put in a bass pattern in 
Teal time in pattern number 1, step- 
time some chords over it for pattern 2, 
and then complete 3 and 4 with some 
fills in and melodic phrases. 

Тһе results at first are an almighty 
row, but since the machine can't think 
for itself you begin to realise that con- 
rol and finesse are needed to get 
some reasonable results. Yet the nice 
thing about M is that it is geared for 
the musician and nonmusician alike. 
And | am certain that drum-machine 

















And you manipulate the playback real time, and a special drum record “MidiSoft Studio aficionados will enjoy the drum mode 
as it's occurring, so you hear the  mode.Mwilalsoacceptthestandard follows the tried ~- starting with a basic pattem, and 
results straight away MIDI fles which many ordinary sequ- then cycling patterns over the top зо 

ences download to — the musical and tested real- that it resembles the Lost Drumming 

equivalent of ASCII, the "language" Tribe of the Limpopo in concert 
Three-note wonder WU process ine е троне TR be naptu. as | mentioned 
Stil staying with our three random text files. idea- and comes above, to have а velocity-sensing 
notes, you move over to the ‘cyclic In practice, M is a program that out well" synth or even better a muttitimbral 
editor. This selection of grids (the requires a long time to get into, and | tone module. 
Program seems to have lots of grids) “suspect you'd find it very hard to get Though M may not be in every- 
allows you to pick just how many bored ~ that is, unless you're into body's price range, If you feel daunted 
notes willbe cycled, and just how the composing straight chart material bya sequencer or you feel at a loss for 
duration of those notes can be Опсе you start with more than one compositions in the Jarre/ Tangerine 
altered pattern, it becomes a whole new ball Dream) Tubular Bells/ Philip Glass 

Tt Wil also ‘articulate’, which in дате as they interweave and overlap. style (not to mention Terry Riley and 
effect means phrasing some of the in playback, by jumping from one Stove Reich), this is a very worthwhile 
notes together, the basic idea being ‘snapshot’ to another, you can investment, Early versions of M had à 
that the more of the grid you fll in he change the piece as you go along. and few niggly reviews owing to bugs and 
more it manipulates the note stream. уои can of course record a new pat- flaws, but can report that mine didn't 

And Mcomesintothree dimensions (ет while your others are chugging crash once. 
it you have a synth or instrument that — along M is avaliable for ST (£185), Amiga 
is velocity-sensing, as you сап com- | found out that the best way was, in (£195) and Apple Macintosh (£225) 
mand itto put in accents, also subject effect, to have some sort of constant from MCM, 9 Hatton Street, London 
o some controlled randomness. pattern underneath everything while NWS BPR (01) 724-4104 
Finally, I ай else fais, transpose the the others whizzed about over the top, 

ing off their wares. Hybnd Arty's Edit 
BIG APPLE — 
encer. It has graphic editing. tempo 
 isplays, and 60 tracks to play with. 
i | Realtime (шеует Music) lets 
you perform music and change it 'on 
the fly’ with à push of the mouse. 
еше tre tach eet mts, 
‘events happen all the time taneous tacks, 
here in New York, and the other week and full GEM contro? 
they were jammed almost back 3 4 
back One was the appearance ‘away, doing a miniconcert 
‘Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachov, the Aesthetic Engineering's Music DEN AAN is. 
other was the opening of the MIDI- Mouse. This responds to mouse from Microiiiusions. 
EXPO at the Sheraton Centre. We'll movements combined with keyboard 
ممم اا ا م‎ EE EE controls to give a visual and aural 
take а walk through some of the more Features include user- 
interesting aisles of this musical selectable MIDI channels, dual tempo: CONTACTS 
extravaganza controls, even the inclusion of the 
Keyboard consoles are the  octatonic mode used by 20th-century. Casio 
mainstay ot performance, and one ot Composers such as Béla Banik and © | Sate, озу 
the hotest is Korg's M1, which fea- — — 16-bitkeyboard with a bustin door Stravinsky. 
tures sampled sound, andanintemal sequencer: Korp's MY On the other side of the wal, тына» 
Аа нез ight аве. пе WOT ымы | йерим TTT 11820 W Olympie Boulevard 
Sing puts more power in your a 
than ever before — try out a stereo ‘wo ‘Wind Curves’ which respond to features include а 32-track sequ- Las Angeles, California 90064, USA 
reverb or a rotary speaker effect — breath pressure, tight and loose lip. encer, 32 polyphonic staves of scor- Yamaha 
with amazing realism and clarity. ‘modes, and a sensitive set of 14 ng, eventtextandyricplacementon | ortaci Kende Music, Miton Keynes 
Plug in memory cartridges for added keys. You can instany switch | степ Addtothaticonsandpictures | 2 (0908) 1771 
effects, or add the 01 editing/syn- octaves, even play two keys at once ‘that can be loaded and saved, chord 
chronising MIDI recorder to digitally (that's MIDI for you). symbols (including guitar frames), Korg USA 
 memorise every note you play. ‘And do check out Yamaha's G10 and the ability to mouse ‘edit’ MIDI 89 Frost Steet 
Casio's Digital Mom looks more guitar: oodles of features Include 2 data. Westbury, New York 11500, USA 
like an outer-space saxophone than "fast neck, string sensitivity control, That other 16-bit machine wasn't н, 4 
а МО! instrument. Six preset tones and ultrasonic (sonar) detection sys- Й out ——— 
and a high-fidelity speaker make this. tem to determine which fret is being bie for the Amiga, and Microilu- 175 Duane Street 
‘one portable unit - but plug It into a fingered. Both the guitar and WX;  sions's Amiga Musio-X was making | kou york. New York 10011, USA 
Synthesizer and unleash unlimited require a tone controller (а synthe- а quiet impact off the showroom 5 
sounds. A portamento control lets | ser without keyboard), and wil foor: with its graphic orientation and |р, 
you glide" and ‘bend’ notes, and you. interact with computer-driven soft- patch editor capabilites. p 
сап choose to blow or not to blow ware. There's по question that musicis | armos His colloma 91344, USA 
(білсе sounds can be activated just becoming поз sede more 4 
by pressing the keys). computerised. requires Sonus International. 
Yamaha get their licks in with the Latest software. — — | rosis 
МХТ Wind controller — it looks like а.  multidisplay. was bustl- а! strung together. 
toss between a piccolo and a Star ing with software companies show- | Marshal M Rosenthal Momm DEP 
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Now hear this! 





Phone-in fun with TGM! 


he TGM Hotline is in operation again — pick up 

your phone and dial the number and listen to a 

fact-packed two minutes of information 

detailing release dates for the top games for 
January and February; and this month we're offering 
you the chance to win one of 50 copies of LED Storm! 
Every month we'll be adding more and more to this 
unique service, coming soon we'll have a Billboard line 
with hot news, delivered direct to you, of course you'll 
be able to read the full story in the following issue of 
TGM. 





Information = On-line! 





Printed here is the number which connects 
you direct to the TGM Hotline service. And 
we've got 160 lines, open 24-hours a day, so 
don't worry about the service being engaged. 
Ring this number and listen for just two 
minutes as we tell you what games are 
coming out, and when! 

For the information we're giving the Hotline 
is cheap. The phone call will cost you 25p per 
minute when you call during off-peak time 
(Mon-Fri 6pm - 8am, Saturdays, Sundays and 
Bank Holidays) or 38p per minute during 
standard and peak times (Bam - 6pm Mon-Fri). 
The TGM Hotline is produced by TGM 
Magazines Ltd іп conjunction with 
Chatterbox Ltd. 

Don't hang about, pick up the phone and dial 
the TGM Hotline! 


WINA 


LED STORM 


50 COPIES OF CAPCOM'S 
SMASH HIT UP FOR GRABS 
Rip up the highways of the E — 


future with Capcom's brilliant 
conversion of LED Storm on 


Spectrum, Commodore 64/128, 
Amstrad CPC, Atari ST and 
Amiga. The review missed this 
issue but we're all playing it to 


death on the Spectrum and 
Commodore (both excellent | 
games), and the ST version is 
looking great too! 

Here's your chance to win one 
of the 50 copies Capcom are 
offering in the second Hotline 
quiz. 


HOW TO ENTER 


Dial the number and listen carefully to the three questions, 
Fill in your answers in the boxes provided and complete the 
tie-breaking sentence given to you over the phone. 

When you have complete the questions, write you name and 
address, and your computer format and send it to: LED 
STORM HOTLINE COMP, TGM, PO Box 10, Ludlow, 





Shropshire 5Ү8 1DB. All entries to reach us by Feb 15 1989 
n as always, follow the competition rules or there'll be 
‘trubble! 
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CASSETTE EXTRA! 


featuring 





ROBOCOP from OCEAN 


PARALLAX from OCEAN 
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THOUGHT PROVOKING CDS 
COLOSSUS CHESS X OFFER! 


Check mate! Strategic discussions with CDS software has led to this 
rb reader deal you can't possibly refuse. Colossus is now avail 
able on most systems including new in ST and Amiga format: 
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SOFTWARE 
PRICE TABLE 
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SUBS OFFER mmm 


Mercy 
Dash will display her body and soul to you for a full 
= {and worse still . . . ) to bring you 12 sordid pic- 
tures of the software industry's virgin-like saint 
and saviour. The stupendous 13 page spiral bound 
calendar can be yours if you subscribe now to 
ТОМ. She's mad, she's bad and she'll be after you 
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ORDER 
FORM 














ETT — 


DRS caida Toro pluit e a special subscribers 
discount price. 

О [enclose £25.00 fora new ТОМ subscription outside 
0 Tenclose £88.00 lor anew TOM subscription outside 
Пп teres 64 Tor the spacial subscriber MERCY 


——— 
Тат an existing subscriber. My subscription 
number is. 


Ровно extend my subscription starting with neue 
lo: 


LII 


EARLY WARNING: 
It you wish your sub to commence with Issue 16, we 
must receive your coupon no later than 3rd February 
1988. 


Please allow 28 days for your free gift. 
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othe adoress 
С lengos acheque/po for £ 

(7 Iwan to pay by VISA/ACCESS [Deseo as appropriate) 
Please Фи ту VIS/ACCESS ACCOUNT © 
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LETTERS 








Dear Games Machine. 

hope that if you publish this letter the 
fruitless ST vs Amiga arguments will 
соте to an end (among TGM readers 
anyway, and that your postbag will 
contain less of the waste paper that 
prompted your TGMO13 Yo! ST/Amiga 
‘outburst. 


Every reasonable person knows (and 

‘would admit that given the right 
‘and sufficient RAM, the 

‘Amiga could trash the ST with its 
windows shut, and that the Cray 2 could 
do likewise with the Archimedes, MSX 
‘and Nintendo in a mcro-fraction of the. 
time it takes a Spectrum to print a UDG. 

Unfortunately, the vast majority of 
Amiga games are almost direct copies of 
Stversions, with naff FX, only 16 colours 
and perfectly preserved jerky scrolling. 
‘The result is that effectively: 
‘THE ST IS A BETTER GAMES MACHINE 
BECAUSE IT PROVIDES THE SAME 
PERFORMANCE AT A MUCH LOWER 
PRICE. 


1 am a serious BASIC programmer (if 
that isn't a contradiction in terms) and 
‘always make use of the Amiga's superior 
resolution/ colours in my programs. When. 
"comes toart or animation applications, 
Me Spectrum 48 is justas serious a riva 
as the ST when compared to the Amiga. 
Therefore, as a total package: 

THE AMIGA IS A BETTER COMPUTER 
SYSTEM BECAUSE OF ITS 
SPECIFICATION. 

The argument thatthe ST is better 
because of its larger software base is as 
ludicrous saying that the Spectrum is 
better than the C64 (lor the same reason) 
‘and belongs on the front page of the 
Sunday Sport, along with the argument 
{hat the ST is superior because its 
software is better. As ST/Amiga versions 
of any given game are virtually identical, 
how can it be better? 

Inthe B-bit market the quality of 
software is generally wide ranging 
between different machines. Atari games 
always impressed me because of their 
polish, while my CPC 6128 had to suffer 
the turkey-programming that prevails 
amongst Amstrad games. The exceptions 
= such as Spindizzy and Equinox show 
what can be done. It surprises me that 8- 
igvente pce otme Spry ne 
given the price particularly 
CPC's because their colour monitors are. 
no improvement ona TV and area waste 
of money. 

ST and Amiga owners should stop 
‘lagging each others machines off, shake 
hands and go and pick on Nintendo or 
side rule owners instead. 

| apologise for the impending 
Nintendo/slide rule vs 16-bit war! 
Kern Thorpe (Elite) Essex. 











Kern Thorpe brings some sanity into the field of 
battle and grabs himself £40 worth of software 


Tier тале wey mich ardhve 
magazine very much 

been it since the first issue. 
Тат writing to you on the subject ol 
software pirates, as featured in Т0М013. 
As 1 own an Amiga | am often asked by 
friends they can “borrow a game to copy 
in retum for а ресе of production 
software" The answer is firmly yes, 
because 1 do not think that software 
piracy is wrong. What | want to know is 
how they got Ре software in the frst 
place. In most cases its "уе got a friend 
in the software industry. 

in my view the software industry as a 
whole is more "without morals’ ал the 
pirates themselves In some cases they 
are the pirates. They don’t care about he 
‘man in the street, only about their own 
gain. И piracy stopped altogether would 
the price of software come down? I don't 
think so 

By the way all computers are equal I's 
ust that Amigas are more equal than 


others. 
Richard Harris, London NW7. 





Dear Games Machine. 
As you have now established yourseit as 
‘one ofthe best games magazines around, 
‘thought it was time foc me to contribute. 
Firat ofall, must say that i read the article 
Whatever Happened to the Nintendo 
(TGMO11) with increasing incredulity. 

After having seen both the Nintendo 
and Sega machines (of which the latter 
‘seemed to be better) cannot алу мау 
see how itis better than the ST or Amiga 
эз Mr Gale would like to think | don't 
think, ether, thatthe likes of the Nintendo 
or Sega will make computers obsolete in 
the home, being a step-back concept. 
But, О dear! We computer owners cannot 
buy gimmicky toy gadgets which take our 
‘minds oft the games! A I can say is thank 
God! And who needs arcade conversions 
anyhow? Let's have some more original 
ideas! 


‘think 16-bit games are а bit too 
expensive, an the Nintendo ones are even 
worse and the end product — 
Whata deal! What the Hong Kong Chinese 
wouid сай a ‘buddy ір otf! 

Moving on, can you please stop teling 
us thatthe Amiga is far superior to the ST. 
For one thing the ST is sightly faster тап 


Also the Amiga's disc drive isn't as 
efficient, and taint got no MIDI interface. 


Another hing. | disagree with your 
‘opinion of Virus. In concept, it does seem. 
to lack variety but in practice it's 





READERPAGE 


“The argument that the ST is better than the 
Amiga because of its larger software base 
is as ludicrous as saying that the Spectrum 
is better than the C64 for the same reason” 


incredibly addictive. It also has the 
advantage of enabling you to show ой! 
with mouse-handling controls once you 
‘master it (when noone else can take ofl 
without flipping upside down! 

‘What's all this | see in Endpiece ТОМ 
011. £600,000 worth of pirated software. 
recived by he — 
What? That's nothing. They recover that 
‘much each week (even if they don't tell 
‘he press about û. in fact piracy is so bad 
‘over here that И you want to find a 
computer game ina shop over here your 
first asked f you want the pirated version! 

whispering either, straight to the. 
point! А FAST representative could have 
a feld day (even If | did exagerate the 
‘amount recovered each week). 

, keep up the good work. 
 AR.C.Britton, Hong Kong 


ғ 


i 


The software could copy (Ihave an equal 
number of friends with ST's), it was 
‘simply that | wanted an Amiga. 

"fI want | can get hold of copies of 
software. But as | review for the. 
User Group (no that is not where | could 
get games from), some software houses. 
are reasonable enough to provide me. 
with software to review. This is generally 
enough. 


However, even in the days ofthe 
‘Spectrum piracy wasn't a case of one 


nose. Is now the same with 


Anyone who says ‘you shouldn't сору 
games, it damages the industry is 
Seriously out of touch with the way things 
work. As far s ican see, school children 
worry about morals about as much as the 
sperm whale worries about covalant 
‘molecule bonds and what happened in 
Tuesday s ection of Neighbours. 

The pointis thatin six years of reading 
magazines | have never read of any 
‘successful prosecution for copying 





‘software. | think this is why people do it 
— because they never see themselves. 
getting caught. 

tthe industry is being damaged they 
just have to grin and bare it, because 
piracy ain't going to stop. 
Adam Southeran, Cheshire. 


Contrary to popular beliet, FAST wili 
{tell you that pirates do get caught. 
What are covalant molecule bonds? 


Dear Games Machine 
When wil it ever end? | thought we had 
ad enough of he y computers bener 
yours so there" mentality years ago 
with the Spectrum/Ce4. But no, along 
‘came that ST and Amiga and people start 
р ай over again. What's the point? The 
choice of computer you buy is determined 
by what you want to use it for, and nol ust 
has it got better graphics or sound than 
any other machine. Both have their 
advantages and disadvantages, so 
at al the fs abou? 
түзей, had the money | would buy 
an Amstrad CPC 6128, don't need 16-bit 
processing power, | know 280 machine 
code and locomotive BASIC pretty well 
already, and the machine is perlecty 
adequate for anything | may want to do. 
Both the ST and Amiga are here to stay 
and they need each other - without the 
software sales for one, quality and 
Quantity of programs for the other would 


| think your magazine is very good, 
‘especialy the coin-op pages. Can't you 
ме һе roleplay more room? There is 
Plenty of stuff around top write about 
How about a feature on ive roleplaying? 
‘Andy Stephens, Cleveland 


Dear Games Machine 
Your piracy feature (ТОМ 013) was 
interest. What gets me though is that 
you say that you're ant piracy, yet the pen 
pal section is ful of them every month 
Is easy to tel as they tell you their code 
names. Last month, wrote to one of the 
companies and, guess what - pirates! Is 

impossible to stop them 

Another thing that annoys me ıs соп 
ор conversions. Companies spend 
Thousands getting a license, then bring 
out a low budget game like OutRun and 
hey seil like hot cakes. There's a long ist 
of disasters, such as Bomb Jack, Street 
Fighter, and Rolling Thunder. You'd have 
thought people would have learned a 
lesson, but they stil buy the rubbish 
Don't they read your reviews? 

Don't get me wrong though, you get 
the good ones (.e, Operation Wolf and 
PacMan) but as games reach state-of: 





Right! Let that be positively the END of 
letters on the ST/Amiga dispute - and 
please, no more letters on software. 
sexism either! Anything else is 
welcome at READERPAGE, TGM, 
FO Ber 10 адот, Жерлер 
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GO BUY LEIS 
AND YOU COULD GO 
TO SEE PHANTOM OF TH 











Buy any one of the fabulous Leisure Genius games 
БО THAD. and receive a voucher from your retailer, 


oe eme add your till receipt and send to 


AMSTRAD, 


SCALEXTRIC 


Leisure Genius, 2-4 Vernon Yard, 
Portobello Road, London УІ | 2DX. 





а АІ entries will be put into our free competition and 
Leisure the lucky prize winner will win two tickets to fly to 
New York on Virgin Atlantic to see 'Phantom of the 


Genius 49. m Opera’ — all expenses paid 





URE GENIUS 


ВУ VIRGIN ATLANTIC 
Е OPERA ІН NEW YORK! 





This competition will cover all purchases of Leisure 
Genius product from December Ist, 
1988 to March 3Ist, 1989. 


The 50 runners up will win a Leisure Genius game 
of their choice for their computer 


Don't forget the more games you buy the 
more you increase your chances of winning. 


С: 





luck and happy playing 





бес Can ua AMSTRAD, 
mech 

CASS. SPECTRUM CBM 44, 

AMSTRAD BBC BMX 


SSCRUPLES otis on 
DEC сөл SPECTRUM 3. 


* 

CASS. Сы SPECTRUM 128, 
AMSTRAD. 
SPECTRUM ча 


CLUEDO rattle o 
DSC сы AMSTRAD, 
ERSTE. 

CASS SPECTRUM, cua, 
AMSTRAD, 

Ps вас 









































THE № PRICE № WAS № WRONG 













in April 1982 the new ZX 
astounding 48K of RAM. . 
is only £138. 


in 1987, Sega launched the Master System in Britain at £99 95 and the light gun. 
Cost £44 95. today it's an all-in deal at £79 95. The basic Nintendo, meanwhile, 
has dropped £30 since its UK release - it's now £99.95. 


A PCB (printed circuit board - the equivalent of software) to run Data East's 
Prom кай on — › on the ST, Imagine's game costs 


The ST and Amiga have been up and down like yo-yos ~ in round figures, Commo- 
dore's machine started at £500 and came down £100 to its present £400, while 
Atari's went up £100 to £400 from £300 and then came down £100 to £300 again, 
though you can gt twi games wich are probaly wo more than the £100 
вата) tor £400. 


Spectrum was launched at £175, with a (then) 
- today, the 128K кете bot conata тө 






















With 1988 well and truly over by he time you read this, and every other magazine's 
Christmas quiz either completed or thrown away in frustration, we've got the 
ultimate solution for those back-to-school blues. IS the TGM 1968 quiz and you 
сап find ай the answers in the last 12 issues - that’s TGMOOA to TGMO1S. 

Just put your answers on a postcard or the back of a sealed envelope (with your 
name and address, stupid) and send “ет to THE 1988 QUIZ, TGM, PO Box 10, 
Ludlow. SYB 108 to arrive by February 16. Usual rules as printed on 
the contents page apply and so do ай sorts of far-out and very unfair ones which 
aren't printed on the contents page, like we reserve the right to smash the winner's 
‘brand new Amiga. 

‘Oh, the prizes? No, not another Amiga - but TGM T-shirts for the first ten correct 
entries picked out of the RS232 роп, plus а one-year subscription to TGM for the 
very first winner, 


11 Which famous and reclusive Spectrum software house resurtaced programming 
Nintendo games? 


2 What software house launched in January 1988 with £1 milion, promised games 
{or "е discriminating user’ and named itself after an orange? 


з What American software house, represented in Britain by Митогзой, specialises 
in “interactive movies? 


4 Which software house sounding a bit like a Steven Spielberg movie sent seven 
programmers to ump out of a ane = raising money or e Royal Natonal eost 


5 Ere informatique named a game after a famous pirate (o the seagoing variety). 
designed it like Allen (the movie) and used music by Jean-Michel Jarre (me, lke. 
out of this world). What game was it? 


6 TGM published a screenshot from Anco's Strip Poker / Plus. What was the 
| | phxelated woman wearing? 


7 People started to realise cassettes weren't the only music medium you could 
‘store programs on - and they weren't thinking of LPs either. We covered the new 
technology as it started to realy arive. What is it called? 


8 NEC, a giant Japanese company, produced a tiny console. И was never officially 
released in the UK, but one or two outlets ей it, and we've reviewed the great 
‘games. What's the console called? 


9 TGM had the first news when Amstrad planned a new Sinclair machine. But it 
wasn't a Spectrum - what was it? 











Че? Buyers arr! — all e signs are that regardless of prices, the ST в 
tar anead of те Amiga. And as we went to press, te S ор-овіго 16-bit gamos 
What did you just сай my MSX?’ were all ST. 
AWINOT SO TRIVIAL II QUIZ 

























40 Mirorsoft launched a new label, promising games le Bombuzal and Foxx 
Fights Back. What's It called? 


11 Activision changed their name. What did they сай emselvos? 


12 Code Masters started producing ull-price games, then 80 did Alternative 
Software. What did Alternative сай сай their their ііі іар? 


13 ТОМ went flying in America with the President of a well-known simulation 
software house. Name him. 


34 Konix joined the console club. What were they already famous for? 


15 The annual PC Show changed location to Earis Court. Where war It held the 
previous year (1987)? 


16A feature іп TGMOT3 had pictures о! six veryodd men. Where did they all work? 
17 Ocean released a Taito coin-op conversion, expected to be one of the biggest 


‘games ol the Christmas season. The scenario was about rescuing hostages. Name 
‘he game. 
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18 Pac was back... in Pac-Mania, another coin-op conversion of the chubby 
 chomper. But which new(sh) software house produced i? 


19 Yet another company promised to release a console, this time based on its own 
16-bit micro. Which company was i? 





20 1989 started on a Sunday. What date was It? 

















MOTION 
PICTURES 


For this month's TGM Gallery we've chosen pictures featur- 
ing various forms of vehicles and flight, to fitin with the fight- 
| simulator theme that runs through this issue from Jez San to 
the F-19. And things move better with an Amiga, it seems — 
all were produced on that multicoloured monster. 

Asin the first Gallery, all the pictures were exhibited at the 
Autumn Computer Art Show sponsored by TGM. 











Keeping it simple paid off for Phil 
Askew of Staines, Middlesex, whose Sun 
Dawn Sailing took just half an hour. And it 
was only the second picture he'd done 
[mith DeluxePaint on his new Amiga. 
Starting with a plain black background, 
һе quickly drew the buildings 25 lines 
shaded in the sky ‘behind’ them. created 


brushed them onto the ‘sea’, and added of Sheffield is ‘into graphics and designing 

















ча 

ECT 5 

деде of orange in he aote etr н. M only simulators көке Ше is... Ко no surprise to ат t Nick Бораны 
* 

64 pot, which пен gos sonst of ing tor os Wes ie as 


Phi amed a Special Mention at the and background separately in DeluxePaint И, ported both files over to Photon Paint (from 
exhibition. Microillusions) and merged them there. It's easy when you know how. 








Г. To create this atmospheric 
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TER REPAIRS 
! SINCLAIR QUALITY APPROVED REPAIR CENTRE 


T YOUR 48K SPECTRUM REPAIRED FOR ONL 
TEN ж REPAIR SERVICE 


Marr sa oo oane worn osa onee wneer 
— aec —— — 
Repaired = брас. acomputerturvovemsuiedandfu Nec repar commodore 64 VICI 
Repaired” || тет —— enna y 
ARE YOU ANOTHER CUSTOMER -fedup | maiean ии „ил 
waiting weeks for your estimate? oniy £25.00 fy | ——⏑ 
“est equigment for only 1995 We can also supply you with power FREE. OVERHAUL WITH EVERY REPAIR WE DO: 
je wil repair your computer while you wait and пер You м th any ot your ‘even put new feet on the base if required. Check for full memory. check all 
p qr meu per SERES EUG aN dol eiecti 
turn post and packing. VAT. not a between price yme other Repair price of £19.95 which includes VAT, parts & labour, return post, packing & 
les offer. We don t ask you to send. a cheque in for the maximum No hidden extras whatsoever. 








ST PRICES! | + Fulyinsured tor the return journey 





fovea for quality and speed. don t risk your computer to any 


mer unauthonsed repair centre. We don't just repair the fault and send 
our computer back, we give your computer a free overhaul. ENT NOTICE О 
о stared ВВС гері 


ог covered 





between Ста ana cas then ch i 
тез as п id not make сезг таг ali repairs wer 





ova ingsmoor school, Ratway Street, Hadfield. Hyde. Cheshire SK14 BAA 
el. 04574 66555/67761/6949 Main fice. enquiries and orders oniy hem bee солори — 
Manchester telephone 067 2360376 WINE vou wait centre Only е 
We regret the Manchester Branch cannot tate maii orders 
‘please use main branch number 





Dept.8 Advance Orders Accepted 
VECTOR SOFTWARE Call 01-878 6025 and ask 


10 Barleymow Passage for VECTOR SOFTWARE 
Chiswick ENQUIRIES ALWAYS WELCOME 


London W4 4PH 
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Light wars and disk 
drives are on the menu as 
Jason Sheldon continues 
his report of November's 
Commodore Show 


Amiga light gun 


Club 68000 were showing off the 
Phasar Gun, a game accessory 
which shoots a beam of light at the 
monitor. The gun then registers 
the reflection off the screen, and 
the co 
you hit 
At the moment only two games 
work with the gun ~ they are 
Capone and P.O. W., both from 
Actionware. But Club 68000 
promise that nearly all future 
releases on Amiga will be compat 
ible with the Phasar Gun, as 
they've given the essential driver 
routines to most software houses. 
Five Phasar Gun games are in 
production. One is Alien, a sort of 
platform game in the mould of 
Impossible Mission; the other is 
similar to Sega’s Duck Shoot, bı 
takes you around the world shoot 
ing things relevant to the count 
you're in, so beware flying pizza 
Club 68000: Suite 1, Wickham 
House, 2 Upper Teddington Road, 
Kingston, Surrey КТІ ADP ® (01) 
977-9596. 


puter calculates where 




















Disk discoveries 


Club 68000 also had the latest. 
external disk drives with a digital 
track display. One use for this 
could be to locate errors on your 
disks: watch the display when 
your drive head starts to smash 
your disk to pieces, and you can go 
back to the track later to reformat 
or repair it. The display also looks 
very pretty in the dark, 

A 3.5-inch drive is £119.95, 
5.25-inch is £149.95. 


Fast and furious 
Club 68000 also claim to have the 
| fastest hard disk available for an 
‘Amiga. It runsas the DMA control- 
ler, and is so fast it has to stop and 
wait for the Amiga to catch up! 
Available in 20МЬ, 30Mb, 40Mb 
and 60Mb configurations, they 
start from £429. 

Club 68000's address and phone 





number are in the item above. 





New Amiga Workbench 


Commodore were secretive about 
most of their plans, but Workbench 
1.3 for the Amiga should be availa 
ble soon. Ithas one special feature 
it automatically checks the boot 
blocks on the disk, and checks to 
see if the code is standard or 
nonstandard. 

Ifthe code seems to be alien’, it 
automatically rewrites the boot 
blocks. Say goodbye to viruses! 

‘Also promised is a BBC 
emulator for the Amiga, called 
(amazingly enough) BBCEmulator 
{and yes, itisone word) . . . watch 
TGMO16 for details 

‘Commodore Business 
Machines: Commodore House, The 
Switchback. Gardener Road. 
Maidenhead, Berkshire % (0628) 
770088. 




















Quick Amiga backup 


HB Marketing had X-Copy. an 
‘Amiga backup utility which they 
claim is a lot faster than most 
others. At £20 it copies four disks 
atthe same time, if four drives are 
connected; copies from RAM in 68 
seconds; copies ST, PC and 
Archimedes disks; and repairs bro. 
ken checksums. 

X-Copy loads from Workbench 
and takes you back there when 
you've finished. 

HB Marketing: Brooklyn House. 
2 The Green, West Drayton, 

— UB7 7PQ % (0895) 
444433. 











Money, money, money 


We all know ST owners are rollin 
in dosh, so what better yuppie util 
ity for them than Microdeal's Per- 
sonal Finance Manager? The £29.95. 
package, using a windowing GEM 
Interface, helps you keep track of 
accounts and credit cards and 
make sense of those state; 
which bear no relation to re. 

It can remind you of regular 
payments, make the overdraft 
look scientifically manageable 
with pie charts and graphs, and of 
course print out, 

Microdeal: PO Box 68, St Austell, 
Cornwall PL25 4YB № (0726) 
68020. 


ST/Amiga hard disk 














Make your ST mega with a hard | 


disk add-on from Power Comput- 
ing. At £399 for 20Mb or £499 for 
40Mb, the hard disks allow you to 
store huge quantities of data right 
inside the computer — 40Mb is the 
equivalent of 80 floppies! Keep 
your favourite utilities there, or 
even boot up straight into a game. 
The Triangle Elite Turbo3 hard 
disks are also available for Amiga. 





and Archimedes at the same 
prices 

Power Computing: 44a Stanley 
Street, Bedford МК41 7RW (0234) 


273000. 
Video to ST 


Rombo Productions offer a short 
to lifelike ST graphics with 
VIDI-ST, a £99.95 video digitiser 





See how much you're spending with Microdeal's Personal Finance Manager 








Toolbox 


Products and news to make life bearable 
More for Commodore 


which plugs into the ST and your 
VCR (lead supplied). 

it grabs 16-shade 
moving video at the r 
than 12 per second, the manufac 
turers claim, and stores them in 

achrome or bitmap format 

manipulation. 
You can combine а new video 
frame with an existing picture 
using VIDI-ST's ‘grab window 
cut and paste between frames with 
pixel-perfect accuracy, and con 
trol colours and brightness from 
VIDI-ST's accompanying soft 

The system also works with a 
video camera, so you can bi 
real-life pictures into your ST 

Rombo Productions: 10: 
Raeburn Rigg, Livingston EH54 8PH 
(0506) 39046. 





ges from a 
е of more 





















Protection against power 


Electricity isn’t always a dream. 
because sudden fluctuations in the 
power supply can crash your com 
puter — and destroy uns. 

Now Beswick off 















products to keep electrical spikes 
and surges at bay 

The Mains Filter Adaptor plu; 
into the socket = по wirin 
required — and is available for 


£25.13 (3-am 
amp version). 

The £17.08 Two Gang Filter 
Converter replaces the insides of 
standard double sockets; plug the 
computer in as normal, and you're 


version) or £36.51 











iaranteed that the current won't 
exceed 13 amps. 
And for multiblocks, those 


lumps of white plastic which make 
ne socket four (essential 











100/124TGM TX 015:2-89 





BACK BYTES 








| when you've got monitor, printe 
he works), the Surge Clipper 


£11.44) filters the power supply 


» everything that's plugged in. 
All are available from Cirkit Dis 


available for the ST 
For £49.95, Romantic Robors 
feature which stops 














P 
» change it, save it, print memor 
ontents, print the screen, etc 


No ST memory is used because 
he Multiface's program is all 
ned on a 64K ROM card 
п, which plugs into the 









idge 
prevent the Multiface being 
piracy, Romantic Robot 

that it 








ave written the system 


























must be plugged in to load prog 
B "ware: the Multiface ST 
won with all software, so if 
е got a specific use in mind, 
ask Romantic Robot first Now for the ST: Romantic Robot's Spectrum Multifac 
Disassembly required Compumart Hotline on (0509) At £15 including postage, the | we bet will become the be 
As Romantic Robot move further | 610444 for information and order k covers all aspects of hard. ambed. 
n oducts, they re also plan- | ing ware control including screen ssociates: Spa Croft Clifford 
i a disassembler add-on to the printer, and drive, as well as mem Boston Spa, Lincolnshire 1523 
Multiface. which will turn 68000 ory and maths functions. There 
achine code into easier-to-use | Teletext on the PC ven a chapter on errors, which 











a Multiface ST toc PC-compatibles can now receive 
Also on the cards is a real-time | the CEEFAX and ORACLE servi 
t like Rc creen with a BBC-autho 



























add-on. Costing £199, the BBC 1 
Advanced Teletext Recciver ıcon EEE MESI 1133] 
wih all 100% РС. XT | Place 





Multiface trad РС1512 
1 packing is £1 in UK plugs into an expat 
£ nental Europe, ЕЗ else. | and a UHF aerial; you tune itto the 

correct CEEFAX and ORACLE fre 
quencies using the supplied soft 
ware, and then save them for 


Free 525-inch flop- | ai ң 
Pies... an be saved — though you mi 


write your own program todo this. 











d 


Move 

Copy 

Size 

)Grid Place 
rue | 


K access next tin 


























pmpurartarecHlering two tree” | Ара he receivers төске 
к dputie side. deubie-- | Mode allows vou Mure union 

Buy 30 of the floppies, and the | ^ Produced by General Informa 

hree audio canentes, Rush ош. | ‘Teletext Receiver is available trom 





Genet neu se || Putting it on paper 


ablished by Acorn cofoun. 


‚ And free paper too! 








It are als 
buy certain Am: 
| Panasonic printers. 
ack des 1,000 sheets of 
ribbon and а 





ег £30 if you 
trad, Citizen or 
om them. The 


micro.) ive Valentine's Day cards that personal touch with Ele 
t's all so quick and easy. Just los 
gas Elite. Resize it to | 

ge 











Апе new Delw 









your тайт image from EA's DeluxePaint П or 
suit your needs. Now select a typeface and add your personal me 


mplete the design and you're ready to pri 













—— In case you don't own a compatible art package, DeluxePrim 
terface cable with word 
Ау ae ren include an image and palette creator. Of course, to take full advantage || 
ез аен аер — af the colour facilities you do need a colour printer 








фанаа put Жандан model —— DeluxePrint И alone costs £49.95; alternatively, you can buy 























starting at £159.85 (see Back a guid PON {эр жэр Ж A 
дылы ЛАРА S S ІН e DebcPuint П (TGMOOS, also see Gallery оп page 97 this issue) an 
And delivery is free, so И just could t of Amstrad’s PCW —— ⸗ Meri t 

be deal... phone the | range (8256, 8512, 9512) 
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The Vikings are coming 
to your PC 


Maybe not in quite the same num- 
bers as they did 1,400 years ago, 
but Scandinavian PC Systems do 
have three new packages for РС-, 
XT- and AT-compatibles: two. 
word processors and a handy MS- 
DOS menu system. 

For £30.99, Menu gives a clear, 
conveniently accessed overview of 
what the hard disk contains. The 
user specifies the programs which 

to appear on the main menu, 
and can then run them simply by 
selection — по more remembering 
obscure xr filenames. Of course, 
the menu can be changed at any 
time, 

Or the menu can be set up so 
each option leads to another sub- 
menu = for instance, you might 
want to choose from GAMES, 
GRAPHICS and vmi, go to the 
appropriate submenu, and then 
select the program you want. This. 
que het keep the screen sim- 

е. 





Words and some pictures. 
Billed as a ‘vastly improved’ ver- 
sion of Sweden's leading word 
processor, Word Processing 2.0 
includes more than 20 new or 
revised features. Standard features 
include search and replace, 
automatic justification, a variety of 
type styles. and hard hyphens and 
spaces. 

‘And other functions found in 
the new version include easier 
access to print styles, faster screen 
response, better block manipula- 
Чоп commands, and automatic 
text reformatting. Word Processing 
2.0 costs £59.80. 

Scandinavian PC Systems's Box 
Drawing Program is the ideal way 
to supplement your word proces- 
sor. Simple boxes, organisation. 
charts and flow diagrams can be 
added to a text file to improve its 
presentation. 

The program is transparently 
RAM-resident, as the jargon goes, 
which means you load it with your 
word processor but aren't worried 
by ittill you want to be. A user- 
specified key calls Box Drawing Pro- 
gram into action, and it can later be 
deactivated with esc. Priced at 
£30.99, the Box Drawing Program. 
is fully compatible with other 
Scandinavian PC Systems prod- 
ucts-and, more importantly, with 
any monitor. 

All these products are available 
оп both 3.5-inch and 5.25-inch 
disk formats. Prices include VAT, 
postage and packing. 

Scandinavian PC Systems (UK) 
PO Box 215, Uxbridge UBIO 8TG 
(0895) 679366. 


Anyone for Archimedes 
art? 














Artisan is the top-selling applica- 
tion package on the Archimedes, 
according to publishers Clares 
Micro Supplies. And now they've 
released its successor, Proartisan, 
which works in the machine's 
Mode 15 and thus has 256 colours. 








(The original Artisan had only a 16- 
colour palette.) 

‘The ri menu has been 
extended to include graduated 
vertical, horizontal and circular 
fills. The relative size of the gradu- 
ations and the shade direction are 
both controlled by the user. 
Graduated fills аге particulary use- 
ful for drawing realistically- 
shaded objects in a matter of sec- 
onds. 

‘The roouxrr menu has also been 
expanded, to include a font 
designer which also includes a 
function to set the leading (space 
between lines) 

Other improvements include an 
expanded тте menu with the 
ability to cut and paste irregularly- 
Shaped sprites, airbrush on the 
vraw menu, anda distortion facil- 
ity which scales and distorts a 
sprite intoany regular or irregular 
shape. 

19 printer drivers provide the 
output for mono and colour print- 
ers such as the Epson FX series, 
Hewlett-Packard laser printers, 
and compatibles. 

PróArtisan costs £169.95. Clares 
Micro Supplies: 98 Middlewich 
Road, Northwich. Cheshire CW9 7DA 
(0606) 48511. 

18 Clares have also released an 
upgraded version of Toolkit, their 
Archimedes hard-disk manage- 
ment system. 

Called Toolkit +, it provides col- 
our display in Mode 12 and 
includes new commands to move 
immediately to a particular mem- 
огу address, search for files given 
multiple parameters (eg all files 
starting with the same letter and 
created on the same date), and 
archiving to make backup easier. 

‘Thelist prices £49.95, but exist 
ing Toolkit users can upgrade for 
£24.95. 











Longer life for ribbons 
and edge connectors 


Reinking printer ribbons and 
replacing ribbon cartridges are 
among the dirtier common jobs. 
But did you know that ribbons ca 
last upto three times their normal 
life span if treated with WD-40? 

‘Using a small paintbrush or 
stamp pad, just dab WD-40 onto 
the ribbon (but don't soak it) and 
hey presto! you've saved yourself. 
pounds and pounds. 

Often. the metal on edge con- 
nectors reacts with the air, causing. 
‘oxidation — then low-current sig- 
nals can be lost, screwing up the 
computer's performance. 

To cut down on oxidation (and 
save yourself the trouble of replac- 
ing the edge connector), clean 
edge connectors regularly with 
WD-40 applied to a cotton swab. 

WD-40, available in many high- 
street chainstores.isalso useful on 
Stuck keyboard keys or any mov- 
ing parts of the computer 
mechanism. It's not greasy and 
doesn’t not attract dust wouldn't 
life be easy if everything were so 
dependable? 








What will they think of 


next? 


MGA, that is — in last month's TGM we heard about 
MGA SoftCat's stargazing astrology software, and 
now here they are with products ranging from the 
really useful (printer mufflers, low-cost DTP) to 


need a mouse clip? 


МСА SoftCat and MGA Microsystems аге both at 
Pear Tree, Appledore, Kent TN262AR & (0233) 83571. 


Sssshhhhh, I'm using the 
phone 


Noisy printers have been the cause 
of many an office battle, Screech- 
ing printheads grate on the nerves. 
Blood has been shed over the 
scrumpling sound of a malfunc- 
tioning sheet-fecder. 

But a Kensington Printer Muf- 
fer can reduce printer noise by up 
to 85%. The Printer Muffler 80 
(£59.95) fits most standard car- 
riage printers while the Printer 
Muffler 132 (£79.95) fits most 
wide-carriage printers. Both come 
complete with transparent lids to 
keep noise in and dust out! 

Also available for £29.95 is the 
Printer Muffler Stand, which 
raises both your printer and 
Printer Muffler to allow paper 
storage underneath. 


World saved by gadget 


That's the way you'd think it was 
reading MGA SoftCat’s bumph 
about the Trim Trak Margin 
Removal System. Үс... just as 
you thought, it's a "handy friend” 
which clips onto the holes in those 
pesky perforated margins and 
pulls them off, leaving a nice 
uncomputerish sheet of paper. 
Image freaks will love it at £12.95. 


Cheap PC DTP 


MGA Microsystems are touting a 
new version of the low-cost DTP 
package NewsMaster, for PC-com- 
patibles. 

For NewsMaster И (£69.99. 
including postage and packing ~ 
very cheap for DTP) they claim 
more flexible layout facilities, 30 
fonts, 250 pieces of art, support for 
‘other 100 printers, ability to 
import files from Lotus's 1-2-3and 
PC Paintbrush, and above all 
simplicity. 

For more infoon cheap DTP, see 
Back Bytes, TGMO13. 


Grsa job guv 
For PC users with itchy feet, 
they're also selling The Resume Kit 
from Spinnaker — resume" is the 
American term for CV, and this 
£39.95 package apparently helps 
‘you summarise the story of your 
life so far for potential employers. 
А word processor and 100,000- 
word spell-checker are included. 


Taking the prize 
Also available for PC-compatibles 








at £29.95 is Award Maker Plus, a 
‘specialist DTP program for creating 
awards, certificates etc — could be 
useful if you run any kind of club. 
The two-disk package supports 
mono and colour output, comes 
complete with border designs and 
several fonts, and has a mail- 
merge facility (you can create alist 
of names and automatically print 
‘out personalised awards for each 
of them). 





A hole for mice 


Claimingit’sa ‘long-awaited com- 
puter system aid’, MGA Microsys- 
tems are selling a mouse bracket 
which clips the rodent controller 
wherever you like when it's notin 
use — on the desk. perhaps, or the 
side of the monitor. Measuring 
78mm by 68mm by 36mm, a com- 
mon mouse size, it's £4.95. 





Brat-compatible 


How do you shut іше brothers 
and sisters up? Try a PC - MGA 
SoftCat are selling a series of illus- 
trated interactive bedtime stores 
for £24.95 each, including Jack 
And The Beanstalk. They re like 
very simple adventure games; you 
make decisions at key points in the 
story. 

Not surprisingly, they're from 
America and come complete with 
emotional advertising about bind- 
ing the family together, etc etc 

Both 3.5-inch and 5.25-inch 
disk versions are available, but 
CGA is required 


The house beautiful 


Prince Charles would be pleased ~ 
Design Your Own Home, a three- 
program package from MGA 
Microsystems puts architecture 
firmly in the hands of ordinary folk 
who know what they like and like 
what they know. 

Costing £97.95 together for PC- 
compatibles and £67.95 each for 
Apple II the trio consists of 
Architectural Design (floor plan: 
‘side views), Interior Design (arrang- 
ing furniture) and Landscape 
Design. 

Architectural Design sounds the 
most useful, as it calculates dis- 
tances and angles and comes with 
library of 126 detailed design ele- 
‘ments — ог you can create your 
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The world's leading brand 
for the real games competitor 







Have you 


got your hands P 
on one yet? ^S. 
гәпотиал pou 
cad m < 
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GUIDE TO 


COMPUTER 
SYSTEMS 


PRICE 520 STFM £299.99, 1040 STEM 
£499.99. Both have one built-in external 
disk drive. Often avallable with a lot of 
ee software. Also Mega 572 
71,034 99 with mono monitor) and Mega 


hrome display, 640x200 in 4-colour dis- 
play and 320x200 with 16 colours onsc- 
Teen. 


COLOUR PALETTE 512 colours 


VIDEO RGB. TV port on 520 model, 
and expected for future 1040 models. 
SOFTWARE FORMAT 35-inch 
disks. 520 model formats to 360K, 1040 
model to 720K 
PORTS 5-pin МЮ! in and out. RGB. 
Serial modem. Two mouse/oystick ports 
"Wp ony оп 520 made ai present.. 

(only on 
SOFTWARE Support for the ST has Ей 
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GUIDE TO 


COMPUTER 
SYSTEMS 


SOUND 16 channels (8 left and 8 
Tight. 6-octave range. One built-in 
speaker but stereo output is available, 
Excellent sound chip rivals many low- 


PRICE 520 STFM £299 99, 1040 STFM 

£499.99. Both have one built-in external 

disk drive. Often avallable with a lot of 

ree" software. Also Mega 572 
1.034 99 with mono monitor) and Mega 
4 (Е1 379.99 with mono monitor). 


hrome display, 640х200 in 4-colour dis- 
play and 320x200 with 16 colours onsc- 
Teen. 


COLOUR PALETTE 512 colours 


VIDEO RGB. TV port on 520 model, 
and expected for future 1040 models 
SOFTWARE FORMAT 35-inch 
disks. 520 model formats to 360K, 1040 
‘model to 720K. 
PORTS 5-pin MIDI in and out. RGB. 
Serial modem. Two mouse/oystick ports 
‘por ony on 520 models present. 
on 
SOFTWARE Support for the ST has Ен 
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‘been rapidly growing during 1988. Most 
new 8-bit releases are now converted to 
the ST. Though the sound chip is poor 
compared with the C64 and the Amiga, 
the ST now dominates music software 
because of the built-in MID! ports. 


COMMODORE AMIGA 


PRICE The Amiga A500 including one 
built-in external disk drive, ‘tree soft- 
ware’ and а TV modulator is £399.99. 
Without software and modulator, they 
can be found cheaper f you shop around. 
The Amiga A1000 is only avaliable sec- 
ond-hand. The Amiga A2000 starts at 
£1,489.25 including mouse. Packages 
including the A2000, a monitor and a hard 
disk are also available 
MEMORY A500 model 512K, A1000 
model 256K, A2000 model 1Mb. 
PROCESSOR 16-0 Motorola 
68000, 7.14 MHz. The processor runs 
slight slower tnan the ST's but specialist 
graphics, video and sound chips ейес- 
{ely make the Amiga faster than the ST 
for games. 

RESOLUTION Several modes from 
3201000 (32 colours onscreen) to 
‘640x400 (16 colours onscreen). Some art 
packages offer an additional Hold And 
Modity (НАМ) mode which allows al 
4,096 colours onscreen 

COLOUR PALETTE 4,096 colours 
and shades 

SOUND 4-channel, 9-octave range. 
Stereo output through monitor, TV or hi-fi 
system. Buiin synthesizer ‘speaks 
type-in tex. 

VIDEO No built in TV port but a mod- 
lato is available, RGB output to monitor. 
SOFTWARE FORMAT 35-(0ch 
disks, Formats to 880K 

PORTS Audo left and right, two joys- 
'ici/mouse, RS-232 serial, Centronics 
parallel, RGB, additonal disk drive, 
monochrome video, expansion bus. No 
built-in MIDI port - а serious problem for 
musicians. 

SOFTWARE More is coming ом, but 
оп the games front the Amiga is stil 
behind the ST and 8-bit computers. Over 
1,000 business and applications prog 
rams are avaiable. 








PC-COMPATIBLES 


NOTE The original PC was produced by 
IBM in 1982. But though IBM are stil the 
largest single PC producer, selling about 
28% of ай PCs, dozens of others produce 
"compatibles" which run the same soft- 
ware and are often seen as better value. 
PRICE Prices start from £343.85 
(Sinclar Professional PC without monitor) 
and rise . . . as high as £9,000 (Compaq 
DeskPro 386). 

Affordable models include Commo- 
dore PCI (effectively the cheapest — 
£369.99 with mono monitor) Olivetti Pro- 
dest РСТ (£399 with mono monitor), and 
Amstrad РС1512 (£458.85 with mono 
monitor). 

Cs are usually sold with monitors. 
MEMORY From 256K upwards, at 
least 512K is recommended. 
PROCESSOR PC-compatbles are 
usually described as 16-bit, but in fact 
there are 8-bit and 32-bit models as well 
Early PCs used the 8-bit inte 8088; most 
пон use the 16-bit intel 8086; and the 
expensive new generation uses the 16- 
bit intel 80286 or 32-bit 80386. 

Speed on cheap machines ranges 
from 4.77 MHz (eg Commodore PCT) 108 
Мн: (eg Amstrad PC1640) 
RESOLUTION Originally designed 
as a business machine, the PC had very 
basic graphics. But there are now three 
map PC colour graphics standards: 
CGA (Colour Graphics Adapter), at 
320200 (4 colours) or 640x200 (того); 
а EGA (Enhanced Graphics Adapter) at 
640x200 (200-line mode’) or 320350 
(350-іле mode’) (both 16 colours 
and VGA (Virtual Graphics Атау) at 
640x480 (2-colour and 16-colour 
modes). But this is rare and expensive, 
and doesn’t work with standard RGB 
‘monitors 

Some PC-compatibles have built-in 
CGA, EGA or VGA - check which - and 
‘add-on graphics boards (or ‘display 
adapters) are now available from about 
£100. 

There are also many other, rare stan- 
dards, including Hercules and MDA - 
both mono only 

If you buy a PC with VGA or EGA and 





acquire the monitor separately, it's very 
important to check that the monitor sup- 
ports the PC's graphics modes! 
COLOUR PALETTE EGA 64 col- 
‘ours and shades, CGA 16. 
SOUND One channel, but the speed of 
ihe processor allows pseudo-three- 
Channel sound to be produced. Not 
designed as a music machine. 
VIDEO Wo V port Output usualy via 
SOFTWARE FORMAT Older 
models mainly have one or two external 
rives for 5.25-inch disks, but 3.5-inch 
disks and drives are taking over. All drives 
format disks to 360K; some do more. 
PORTS Vary from model to model 
Most have expansion, 85-232 serial and 
Centronics parallel ports. 
SOFTWARE Huge range of utilities — 
word processors еіс (because about 25 
million PC users worldwide). Also more 
games than you might expect, largely 
because of the many PC game-piayers in 
America. However, poor display and 
sound are problems and PC-compatibles 
are not recommended it you're only into 
games, graphics or music. И buying a PC 
for utilities, check which version of MS- 
DOS or PC-DOS operating system is 
Supplied - a primitive version older than 
MS-DOS 3.2 or PC-DOS 2 may cause 
problems. 








contract 
PRICE Master 128 £458.85; Master 
Compact £396.75 on its own, £417.45 
with TV modulator, £458.85 with mono 
‘monitor, £626.75 with colour monitor. 
MEMORY 128K. 

PROCESSOR 8-01 65С12. 
RESOLUTION Several modes, rang- 
ing from 160x256 (16 colours onscreen) 
10 640x256 (black and white). 
SOUND 4-channel 6-octave output 
through internal speaker 

VIDEO Composite Video, RGB, optional 
TV modulator available. 

SOFTWARE FORMAT Cassette 
and disk 

PORTS 50-way expansion port, joys- 
tick/mouse port, Centronics parallel, PCB 
Shugart standard disk drive interface 
SOFTWARE There's a vast range of 
educational software and applications, 
because until recently the BBC was the 
most common computer in British 
schools (it's now being overtaken by PC: 
Compatibles and, occasionally, STS and 
Amigas). A few games stil appear. 


AMSTRAD CPC 


PRICE The CPCAGA (built-in tape deck) 
is £199 with green-screen monitor or 
£299 with colour monitor. СРС664 mod: 
‘ls are по longer produced. The CPCB128 
(опе built-in external disk drive) is £299 
with green-screen monitor or £399 with 
colour monitor. 

MEMORY  CPOABACPOÓ4 64K, 
(266128 128K. 
PROCESSOR 8-bit Zilog 280, 4 МН. 
RESOLUTION 160x200 (up to 16 
‘colours onscreen), 320x200 (4 colours) 
ог 640х200 (mono). 

COLOUR PALETTE 27 colours 
and shades. 

SOUND 3-channel 6-octave through 
built-in speaker, bul stereo output is 
available. Sound quality s reminiscent of 
валу arcade machines. No MIDI ports. 
VIDEO Monitor supplied with ай mod 
els. RGB sync output. 

SOFTWARE FORMAT Tape or 3- 
inch disk. Disk drives format to 180K on 
each side. 

PORTS CPCA64 has Centronics parai- 
lel, 6-pin DIN RGB with sync luminance, 
3.5mm. stereo socket, joystick, РСВ 
‘extension port for disk drive and 85-232 
serial interfaces. СРО5б4/5128 have 
Centronics parallel, 6-pin DIN RGB with 
sync luminance, 3.5mm stereo socket, 
Joystick, cassetie port, PCB extension 
port and second disk drive port. 
SOFTWARE Most Spectrum and C64 
games are converted to the CPC but they 
fend to run slighty slower, Also a good 
Selection of word-processing, graphics 
and music packages. 


COMMODORE C64/C128 


PRICE C64 is £149.99 including dedi- 
cated Commodore cassette deck and ten 
games. C1280 including disk drive 
£399.99. 

MEMORY C64 64K, C128/C1280 
128K 

PROCESSOR C64 8-bit 6510 2 Mhz 
С128/С1280 8-bit 6502 plus 8-bit Zilog 
780,4 MHz. 

RESOLUTION C64 320x200 (8 col- 
ours onscreen, but attribute system limits 
the number of colours that can be placed 
adjacent to each other). С128/1280 іп 
128K mode has a resolution of 640x200, 
COLOUR PALETTE 16 colours 
and shades. 

SOUND 3-channe| &-octave sound 
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chip which outputs through the monitor 
TV. The 6581 SID chip (Sound Interface. 
Device) is one of the most sophisticated 
sound chips on a 8-bit computer. 
VIDEO WV ports on all models. C64 has 
а composite video port, С128/1280: 
both have RGB ports for an 80-column 
display. 

SOFTWARE FORMAT Tape or 
5.25-inch disk (1280 ony). Two exter- 
nal 5.25-inch drives are avalabie at extra 
cost from Commodore ~ the C1541 (for 
mats to 140K) and the C1571 (formats to 
340K). Blank disks very cheap but easily 
damaged. 

PORTS RGB (C128/C1280), composite 
video (C64), two joystick ports, cassette, 
ТУ, expansion port, serial (nonstandard), 
user port. 

SOFTWARE The Commodore 64 is 
an old computer with years’ worth of 
games and utities, many imported from 
America. Many users, so new software. 
likely to flow for some years yet. 280 chip. 
оп CT28/CT28D allows it to run software 
written for CP/M operating systems (as 
found on Amstrad PCW8256 ‘Joyce 
PCWO512, and CPCB128, and Spectrum 
+3 


MSX-II 


NOTE MSX and Its successors, МБАЛ 
and MSK-ll+, are not brand names of 
actual machines - MSX is a compatiblity 
standard, or a set of rules for designing 
computers, developed by Japanese 
inventor Kay Nishi in the валу Eighties 

The situation is а bit like that of PC- 
compatibles: many manufacturers have 
produced MSX machines, but basically 
the same software runs on them ай. The 
той famous MSX manutacures are 

ny. 

PRICE Prices start кот about £340 
and rise according to model. The MSX- 
1+ (see ТОМОМ news) is not yet availa 
ble in Britain 

MEMORY Models range from 64K to 
256K. 

PROCESSOR 8:01 Zilog 280A, 3.57 
мн. 

RESOLUTION Various modes: 
512x212, 256x212, 512x424 interlace) 
COLOUR PALETTE 256 colours 
and shades, The MSX-I+ has 19268 
colours! 

SOUND 3-channel B-octave sound 
‘hip which outputs through monitor/TV. 

VIDEO V port and SCART plug for 
RGB monitors 

SOFTWARE FORMA T Tape, ROM 
cartridge or 35-inch disk. 

PORTS Varies according to model but 
тоя include TV, Centronics parallel, мо 
joystick ports, MSX expansion port, DIN 
plug to connect to cassette recorder, and 
cartridge роп. 

SOFTWARE Plenty of games and 
applications are available, but dont 
expect to find much in the high street. 
The most well-known MSX supporters in 
Britain are Konami, who run users soft- 
ware club - (0626) 56789. 

MSX software is upwardly compatible 
-tatis software written for he MSX wil 
run on the MSX- and the MSX-I- (but 
not vice versal) 

The MSX machines have the same 
BASIC programming language (called 
MSX BASIC, predictably enough) and the 
Same Moro operating system (MSX- 

) 
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NOTE The Spectrum, now manufac- 








tured by Amstrad, has appeared in many 
models: 16K, 48K, 48K+, 128K+, +2, 
+ Зала + 2A. Only the lasi three are now 
available new 

PRICE +2/+2A with bul-in tape deck 
Costs £139; +3 with one built-in external 
disk drive £199. Other models available 
very cheap second-hand 

MEMORY Mostly obvious от 
names! +2/+-2А and +3 have 128K 
PROCESSOR 8-bit Ziog 280, 4 Mhz. 
RESOLUTION 256x192 (eight ool- 
‘ours onscreen, but only two colours can 
De used in any given BiB-pael block. This 
‘often causes ‘colour clash’ in games that 
use a lot of colour) 

COLOUR PALETTE 8 colours, can 
be increased to 16 

SOUND 128K+, +2, 42A and +3 
have 3-channel output via monitor or TV. 
16K/ABK/48K + have 1-channel output 
via built-in speaker 

VIDEO Al have TV port. 128K+, +2 
and +3 also have RGB ports. 
SOFTWARE FORMAT Mostly 
tape. Early models load trom ordinary 
Cassette player (extra cost), + 2 has bul 
im tape deck. +3 takes 3-inch disks 
though many people prefer to use tape 
because of disk-loading problems; one 
built-in reversible single-sided external 
disk drive can format disks to 180K each 


side. 


tronics parallel printer port and port for 
second disk drive. Early +35 have two 
3.5mm audio in/out jack sockets, later 





biggest-selling home computer in the UK 
and (at an informed guess) at least 2,000 
games are available. Until the growth of 
16-bit this year, most of the great classics. 
were Spectrum ties — many stil are. A 
wide range of utities is also avallable 
the machine is inadequate for 
ics work. Siow/unrellable loading 
‘small memory cause severe prob- 
‘with any data processing (eg 
ing, word processing) 


CONSOLES 


NINTENDO ENTERTAIN- 
MENT SYSTEM 


PRICE The standard version includes 
"console, game controller (used instead of 
keyboard and one game at 
£99.95. The Deluxe version includes 
‘controle, light gun, ROB (Robotic 
ated Buddy) robot and two games at 
£149.95. 
MEMORY Not known, but software 
Cartridges are mostly 256K 
PROCESSOR 8-51. 
RESOLUTION 258x240 (up 10 52 
colours onscreen). 
COLOUR PALETTE 52 colours 
and shades. 
SOUND 3-channel sound including 
‘Speech synthesis played through a TV. 
VIDEO ТҮ only. The Nintendo cannot 
be used with a monitor. 
SOFTWARE FORMAT Special 
unerasable Nintendo cartridge. Despite 
some efforts by independent firms, no 
disk or tape software is available for the 
Nintendo. The Japanese-owned man- 
facturer once developed a disk drive but 
abandoned it because of piracy prob- 
lems. 
PORTS Game controller, TV, cartridge. 
SOFTWARE Games only, £20-£25 
each. So far litte software has been 
released in the UK, though hundreds are 
available in Japan and the US (see Back 
Bytes, TGMO12). Nintendo now promise 
at least two new games per month in the 
UK - look for the ТОМ reviews. 

















PC ENGINE 


PRICE £175 for console, power pack, 
joypad and monitor interface (RGB or 
SCART). Not in shops but available mail- 











order: watch TGM for ads. 
MEMORY NEC, the Japanese man- 
utacturers, are secretive. Believed to very 
large. 

PROCESSOR Secret again. Believed 
to be а specially-designed 8-bit chip, 
though some reports say 16-bit 
RESOLUTION 320%256 (up to 32 
background colours and 32 sprite colours 
onscreen) 

COLOUR PALETTE 512 colours 
and shades 

SOUND 6-channel through ТУ or 
monitor 

VIDEO TV or monitor (via supplied 
interac 

SOFTWARE FORMAT Special 
nerasable PC Engine cartridge - по 
tapes or disks. CD-ROM games (loaded 
from disks ike music CDs) are becoming 
availabe in Japan 

PORTS Carrióge slot, one joystick 
роп, large expansion port (possibly to 
connect PC Engines for two-player 
games) 

SOFTWARE Games оту. 
About a dozen are available In 
the UK. 


SEGA MASTER SYSTEM 


PRICE Games console including light 
gun, game controller and one game 
realis at £79 95. 

RESOLUTION 256x192 (up to 64 

‘colours onscreen), 

COLOUR PALETTE 64 colours 
and shades. 

SOUND 3-channel sound played 
through TV. 

VIDEO iV only. The Sega cannot be 
used with a monitor 

SOFTWARE FORMAT Special 
unerasabl Sega cartridge - no tapes or 
is 

PORTS Cartridge slot, two game con- 
troller ports (for two-player games) and 
TV port 

SOFTWARE Games only, mainly 

Conversions of Sega coin-op games. After 

а lukewarm start, the Sega was selling 
like hot cakes in late 1988 and we predict 













(00d software support 

This section is updated every. 
month and we make every effort. 
to ensure the information is accu- 


rate. Let us know if we've missed 
anything! 
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ASHTON-UNDER-LYNE 
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WANTED – PROGRAMMERS, MUSICIANS AND GRAPHIC ARTISTS 
FOR ALL 8-BIT AND 16-BIT MACHINES, IN A DYNAMIC NEW 
DEVELOPMENT HOUSE. BOTH ESTABLISHED AND GOOD QUALITY 

NEWCOMERS REQUIRED. PLEASE CALL OR WRITE WITH ANY 
DETAILS OF CURRENT OR PAST PROGRAMS. TOP QUALITY 
CONTRACTS ON OFFER TO THE RIGHT PEOPLE. 










POSTAL DETAILS To: GIFFORD SOFT, DEPT TGM, 
All prices inc. V.A.T. and first class recorded delivery in the U.K, Over- | 21 Whernside Avenue, 
seas please add £2.00 extra. Please send S.A.E. for a free price list Ashton-under-Lyne, Lancs. OL6 8UY 
stating machine used. Please do not send cash. the post and if 
ре est pasa send И тко! delivery, me copies of 
Кт Pm. ah am open sides а weh. | Format Price £ 
OTHER DETAILS Name 
All software is guaranteed and will be replaced without question. We also (BLOCK CAPITALS) 
supply software for the folowing machines. Address 


Post code 
range of computers and peripherals and all hardware needs. Cheques payable to GIFFORD SOFT | 
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Method of Payment: (Please tick) 


BEST BYTE ORDER FORM CUSTOMER NO (IF KNOWN) 





2 QUARRY GARDENS, 


PROBABLY THE CHEAPEST SOFTWARE PRICES IN THE UK. 
SPECIAL OFFERS TO TGM READERS UP TO 40* OFF RRP 
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To order send this form with payment payable to ‘Best Byte’ or Access card details to the address below. 
‘Overseas orders add £1.50 per item, outside Europe add £3.00 per item for Air Май. Mail order only. Sorry no visa cards 


BEST BYTE (DEPT TGM14), 


AVAILABILITY 


FREE ricrodesler cover up token with every ES (ARP) J worth of softwere (hilê offer lasts) oct thane for FREE games, T-Shirts te 
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PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING ITEMS. 
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INFORMATION 


DESK 


ST programming, second-hand coin-ops 
| and computer cartooning are on the desk 
asour Back Bytes staff tackle your toughest 


| questions 
| ST book learnin’ 


| 1 own an Atari ST and would lik 
arn 68000 machine code. Сош 








е Harris, Kingsthorp 


luck, Lee 
are planned f 


because fea 
nd computer 
Back Bytes 
see ТСМ017 
guide to programming 
utilities and TGMOI9 for the last 
word on fanzines, magazines and 
books 

In the meantime, try Atari 57 








Machine Language (Abacus, £13.95 
or £14.95 from different firms) for 
a good introduction to machine 
nde. Abacus is an American com. 


pany. but the book is availal 
the UK from several 
including Adamsoft, 18 Norwich 

ue, Rochdale 

(0706) 524304. 
ase do not ring Ab 
in Pall Mall, Lc 
search of this book, be 
























Keep on getting bothered though 
re nothing to do with it = a 

| we found out! 

| There "are many 68000 

| assemblers “available, including 





ain software (e 
ASSEM). Com 
include GST 


өте public-do 
ARS, ACCI3 and 
nercial programs 





Macro Assembler. available from 
most ST mail-order companies 
GST themselves are 0954) 


Lapping it up 


Having t Final 










n the 


machine. How 
second-hand тас 
Colchester 





much w 
tand where 











Subscribing to Coin Slot, the news 

paper of the coin-op industry, is 
est bet, They can be c 

ancashire 8 (061) 624-3687. 

Prices vary according to how 





recent the game is. The deluxe ver 

sion of Out Run could set you back 

£5,500 while an older game like 
7 Wars sells for under £500, 
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ation, and it’s fully compati- 
with IFF graphic package 
including DeluxePaint! Credits. 





all be added toa presen: 





package 








from image 
in an art package. It costs 
IMb RAM — which your 














A500 won't have unless its mem 
£120. Hash Enterprises are at 4 





4242. 












" ЭЕМ (031) 55 
And then there's MovieSetter 
from Gold Disk, which Marshal M 
Re al covered in his ТОМ014 
feature on the Phila Con 








modore Show. Again, this need 
IMD. It should be available now 


from HB Marketing. Brooklyn 





House, The Green. West Drayton 
Middlesex UB? P70, though no 
price was fixed last we heard 

Watch out for future articles i 
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wish to sell ine at school 
or college it's a good idea to ask a 
teachers permission first, Local 
print shops can duplicate your fan 

but sche 
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ora start, CDV and CD-ROM are 
quite different 
you want the 

There is alr 
of books a 
available 


о don't buy one if 
ady a large selection 
d unalterable databases 
on CD-ROM. 

very few — if any — actual pr 
rams. A CD-ROM disk can hold up 
10 682Mb of information, so it 
would take 


though 





many man-years of 
filly 


programming a single disk 
and anyway 
don't have nearly enough mem. 
y to use a program that s 
We think CD-ROM will become 
more and tin infor 
mation retrieval but won't hit the 
till multimegabyte 
memory chips are much cheaper 










and new processor 
to handle that vo 
ably sec CD-ROM in 


are developed. 
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CDV discs cc 














yed on a CDV machine. Larger 








ona 12-inch disc 
Philips produce two CDV 

players: the CDV475 costs £499.99 
and can play all discs, 

CDVI85 costs £349.99 and car 

only play 3-inch (music singles. по 





pictures) and 5-inch disc 





Whatever you do, 
don't mention the 
interface 

Amstrad recently in 

man models of the PCW8512 t 


cope with an increase in UK 
demand. It seems they were una: 
ware of incompatibili 








between the German m and 
British interface 

Now, however, Amstrad — ever 
willing to please - are giving 





a gismo which make 
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adaptor is available (rom your 
Why oh why 
m Hughes, Swindon 
ЖАНЫ, bottle reus i би 
the ST and Amiga both use the 





68000, and thus the same machine 

code. This make 

ST game directly to the 
aratively simple 

By contrast, the Spectrum and 
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pletely different chip: 
and machine codes: Zilog Z80 on 
the Spectrum, NMOS 6502 on th 


C64. This means the game has t 








m Spectrum 
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GUIDE TO 





COMPANY BCL (Best Computers Lid) 
ADDRESS Galaxy Audi Visual, frst 
боо, 230 Tottenham Court Road, London 
WIA SAP 

Œ (01) 631-0139 or 580-6640 
COMPUTERS REPAIRED № 8-bit 
‘and 16-bit models including PC-compati- 
bes 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED №. 
PRICES Atypical small repair would cost 
£15-£20. 

WARRANTY Six months. 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Froe estimates. Galaxy Audio Visual aiso sell 
micros. 


COMPANY The Computer Factory 
ADDRESS Analytic Engineering Lt, Unit 
18A Grainger Road Industrial Estate, South- 
end SS2 500 

тв (0707) 618455. 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED № major 
‘models except Atari. 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Disk 
drives and printers. 

PRICES £7-440. 

WARRANTY Three months. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Free estimates 


COMPANY GSF Services. 
ADDRESS 113 Mountbatten Road, 
Braintree, Essex CM7 6TP 

зв (0376) 46637 

COMPUTERS REPAIREDAISpec- 
rums. 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Phone. 
PRICES Spectrum 48K £10.50, Spec- 
пит 128K £13. 

WARRANTY Four months. 





COMPANY HS Computer Services. 
ADDRESS Unit 2 The Orchard, Warton, 





COMPUTERS REPAIRED № Spec- 
"rums. 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Phone. 
PRICES From £14 95. 

WARRANTY Three months. 


COMPANY Ladbrook Computing 
International 


ADDRESS 33 Ormskirk Road, Preston, 
Lancashire PRI 20Р 
0772) 21474 or 27236. 
COMPUTERS REPAIRED Mainly 
Mari 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Print- 
ers and disk drives. 

PRICES According to machine - for 
‘example ST £34.50, XL/130 XE £23 (hese 
prices include VAT). 
WARRANTY Phone tor information. 


COMPANYMP Electronics 
ADDRESS Wending, Dereham, Norfolk 
м19212 

® (0362) 87327 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED Spec- 
"rum. C64, BECB, PC-compatibes — in fact 
эй major makes except ST and Amiga. 
PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Print- 
өз, plotters, monitors, disk drives etc. 
PRICES Al-inclsive prices for most 
‘machines — 48K Spectrum £15, 128K Spec- 
‘tum, BBC Band СБА £27 50, PCs from £20- 
‘2700+. These rates cover ай іміз except 
‘hase caused by other people's botched 


repairs! 
WARRANTY Phone tor information. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 








INDEPENDENT 
REPAIR SERVICES 


COMPANY PM Engineering. 


computers. 
PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Piin- 
ers, monitors and disk drives. 

PRICES Phone. There's aset repair price. 
dor each computer, regardiess of the fault. 
and including ali parts and labour. 
WARRANTY Three months. 


COMPANY RA Electronics. 
ADDRESS 133 London Road South, 
Lowestoft Suffok, МАЗЗ (АК 

ж (0502) 566289 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED А Spec- 
ums. 

PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Phone. 
PRICES Spectrum 48K £14, Spec- 
trum 128K £20. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
RA Blecronics also зей components 


COMPANY Video Vault Ltd. 
ADDRESS 140 High Street West, Gios- 
зор, Derbyshire 5КІЗ ӨҢ) 

Œ (04574) 66555 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED Most. 
PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Phone. 
PRICES From £19.95, according to 
machine. 

WARRANTY Tree months. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Wle-you-waft service іл Manchester 





COMPANY VSE Technical Services. 
ADDRESS Mercury Asset Management 
‘Youth Enterprise Centre, 8 Nursery Road, 

London SWS 88Р 

Œ (01) 738-7707 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED М Spec- 
чул. Amstrad, ar and Commodo mod 


PERIPHERALS Opus Discovery dive 
(partner ал Vaudrey is official repairperson 
forthe Sinclair Discovery Cub 

PRICES Rough guide: £12 90 tor Spec- 





"rum 48K or Spectrum + , £14.90 for Spec- 
trum 128K, £15.90 for Spectrum +2, 
£21.90 for Opus Discovery Prices include 
Darts labour, VAT and return postage. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
VSE Technical Services в run by young 
people with he help o a south London Youth 
Enterprise Centre. 


COMPANY Wight Computing Home 
Micros. 


ADDRESS 122 High Street, Ryde, sle of 
ht PO33 25U 

тв 0963) 68978 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED Most. 
PERIPHERALS REPAIRED Prnt 
‘rs and monitors, but check first thatthe 
‘service в available for older models. 
PRICES According to the problem 
WARRANTY 90 days, 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
Wight Computing wil also check, clean etc 
‘computes which are not obviously Галу. 


COMPANY WIS Electronics 
ADDRESS 5-9 Portland Rond, Luton, 
— ШИ ВАТ 

= (0582) 458375 

COMPUTERS REPAIRED Spec- 
‘rum, Commodore, BBC, VIC20, Amstrad 
CPC 464, 

PERIPHERAL REPAIR Phone. 
PRICES 514-432, depending on 
‘machine 

WARRANTY Three months. 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 
WIS Electronics promise to complete the 
repair within one week from the day they 
receive the machine 









Attention repair firms: 
would like a mention in the Back 
Bytes Repair page, please send the 
relevant details 10 Back Bytes, ТОМ, 
РО Вах 10, Ludlow, Shropshire SYS 
1DB, including a phone number and 
the manager's name (for our 
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Europe's Largest Stock Of Video Games & Cartridges For — 


w S 


GAMES "воо 
oe ЕАО 


IN STOCK NOW 


WICO JOYSTICKS FOR NINTENDO IN STOCK NOW 
The leading Video game specialists. Send for ists (state make of game) 
TELEGAMES, WIGSTON, LEICESTER, LES 1ТЕ (0533-880445) 











= = 
COMPUTER REPAIRS B; "on 
Fixed Super Low Prices! TECHNOLOGY 


Inclusive of parts, labour and VAT 


1 WEEK TURNROUND 
* „SPECIAL OFFERS *, 


SPECTRUM £14 + Free бате (16 18 
SPECTRUM 128 £18 ViC20,C+4 £2 


O84 £22 + Free Game 1541 DISK DRIVE £36 
св £29 1531 TAPE DECK £19 
Сва PSU For Sale £20 MPS 801 £38 





Please enclose payment with item — 3 month warranty on repair 
Please enclose advert with repair 


' W.T.S ELECTRONICS (cm 


Studio Master House, Chaulend Lane, Luton, Beds. LU4 BEZ. Tel: 0582 491 949 





Mgr 


SPECTRUM REPAIRS 


128K FAULTS £20.0048K FAULTS £14.00 
48K KEYBOARD FAULTS £9.004116 MEMORY 1C £0.50 
4164 MEMORY 1С £1.70Z80 CPU £2.10 
MANY OTHER SPARES STOCKED 
MINIMUM ORDER £5 
ALL PRICES INCLUDE VAT AND RETURN POSTAGE 


R.A. ELECTRONICS 


REEL АА 
133 London Road South, Lowestoft, 
Suffolk NR33 ОАХ TEL: 0502 566289 


е DISK » SUPPLIES * 











Full Lifetime Guarantee/ We also supply Branded 
Discs and Amiga Systems at prices too low to print! 
Please Call 0329 282083 (24hr) 
0705 511439 (Office) 0705 511646 (Fax) 
Athene Consultants · (Med 


шеи 16 Stoke Road, Gosport, Hants. 





Centre) Dept TC 


т. 
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UNCLE MEL'S 
TRIVIA QUIZ 


1)A weapon codenamed 
‘Valkyrie’ has been illegally used 
in the UK by the security forces. 
What does it fire? 


2) In which futuristic films do the 
following characters appear: 
Jonathan E., MCP, Zed? 


3) Which of the following planets. 
‘does not feature in Knight Tyme: 
Naff, Bingo, Limbo, Plop Plop? 


4) According to the artwork оп 
Infogrames Operation Neptune, 
what happens to the hero's 
testicles? 


5) In 1967, George Lucas made а 
20 minute SF short fo rhis college 


degree. It was refilmed in 1970. 
under which alphanumeric title? 


в) Who is responsible for the 
Current pop single The Hacker? a) 
Crackers and Wynne, b) Clock 
DVA, с) Harry Enfield? 


T) What have Codemasters, 
‘Alternative and the House of Lords 
got in common? 


8) What is the maximum number 
of hours a day for working at а 
VDU, as recommended by the 
United Nations Intemational 
Labour Organisation? 


9) What is CD4X? 


10) Name the software title 
impounded by the British Airport 
C25 Pom Squad last November, 
to ‘protect the youth of today’. 


11) How much did PC sales clock 
ир during the whole of 1988 in the 
UK? a)£1 billion, b) £50 million, с) 
bribing The Filth is illegal. 


12) Name the best selling video of 
1988, a) Cannibal Zombie Double 
Glazers From Ludiow, b) Workout 
the Charles Hawtrey Way, c) 
Watch With Mother. 


13) Unscramble these transvestite 
sports simulation endorsements, 
LADY PEE BRESTER, SLAG MEL- 
LINEN, LADY P.SNOT-HOME. 


14) What's hard and covered in 
chocolate? 


15) What have the following got in 
common: Dr Jekyll and Mr 
Frankenstein, The Invisible Мал, 
Anita Ekberg. 


16) Which software houses sound 
like a) a disgusting French wine, b) 
a Stravinsky ballet, c) extremely 
small ladies of easy virtue? 





17) What is remarkable about the 
Microprose representation of the 
F-19 in Project Stealth Fighter? 


18) True or false. Mercy Dash is 
based on a real life character in the 
software biz? 


19) Again Again have brought The 
Munsters to the computer game. 
Name The Munsters, and give their 
address. 


20) What have Rainbird, Marillion 
and Surreal Madrid got in 
common? 
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COMPETITION 


RESULTS 


THE 
UNBELIEVABLE 
ELITE 
COMPETITION 


Winner receives a £250.00 sports. 
Voucher plus goodie bag. William. 
Callaghan, Tipton DY4 BAS. 
Runners up to receive an Elite. 


Ern Brow Portsmout Poson x Bou- 
* 








THUNDER BLADE 
RECRUITMENT 
COMPETITION 


Five winners receive a pair of tick- 
ets to Combat Zone for any day 
they choose, courtesy of US Gold. 
plus a Thunder Blade T-Shirt. 
Douglas Moore Birmingham B30 
2HF.Alan Packard, Essex RM12 





ЦА Adams, Luton CU4 
9HJ:Mark Shaw Cannock WS12 
4SZ Stephen Graham, Cariisie 
CAZ ТОВ; ten runners up to. 
receive a Thunder Blade T-shirt 


BOMBUZALED 
COMPETITION 


Image Works give abumper bun- 
die of boardgames plus a deluxe 
Image Works goodie bag to the 
winner, who is Richard Dowling, 
Cheshire WA13 ORD. 

The first five runners up each 
receive Rubik's Clocks and goodie 





THE SICKENINGLY 
EASY ALBEDO 
COMPETITION 


Loriciels kindly donated an Amiga 
A500, won by Paul Reeves, Bour- 
nemouth ВН? 7RW. 

20 runners up each receive either 


16-bit Albedo or 8-bit Eddie 
Edwards Super Ski 
ден eg Moderated нра ы 0:3 





Gi Hormead SOON Peter Hen 
Berson Norin Shields NEZ Бі) 


DARK FUTURE 
COMPETITION 


Games Workshop offered 12 
ready-to-play Dark Future kits plus 
amodel to the winners, who were: 
HW Cheung Falmouth TR11 
3HG;Andrew Dali, London SW8 
1QT;S Lee, Guilford GU2 
SUT;Stephen Dawkins, Rutland 
LE15 9RR:D Clark Lincoln LNS 
9BZ Nicholas Colledge, Nuneaton 
CU10 0EJ;David Oldcorn Preston 
PR35DD;Peter Eaton, Табу RG26 
6TT:Adrian Wiltshire, Gwent NP6 
UJ:Simon Mercer Kent DAS 
3AT;Richard Normington Brad- 
ford BD12 8PZ;David Bardwell,Gt 
Hormead SG9 ONU. 

















Ж — Adventure — 


LATEST STRATEGY / WARGAMES PROGRAMMES z MAINLY FROM THE USA 


figs BRIGADE . HIGHLY DETAILED WWII ARMORED COMBAT AROUND SMOLENSK-AMIGA SOON-IBM . £39- 50 
ER FIRE _ DETAILED HIGHLY TACTICAL WWII SIMULATION-MUL TIPLE SCENARIOS . ІВМ & APPLE. £39- 50 
Я THE ICE . GRAPHIC NUCLEAR ‘SUB. ‘WOLFPACK’ CONFRONTATION UNDER THE ARCTIC... ST £28. 50 
STRATEGIC WWI! STYLE GLOBAL CONFLICT-EXTREMELY ADDICTIVE E AMIGA, IBM 
p MEE SIMULATION OTF THE ENTIRE US CIVIL WAR- LARGE HEX МАР. IBM 
GE т. PACIFIC SURFACE NAVAL CONFLICT . , C64, ST 
RG Se S 3 DAY CIVIL WAR BATTLE-ST SOON ... C64,AMIGA 
аа ARMORED COMBA: T IN FRONT IN WWII-AVALON HILL . APPL. 
KEY BATTLE SCENARIOS OF THE KOREAN WAR FROM SSG .. APPLE... £29-50 .. C64 
NEW WARGAMES FROM CCS ... VULCAN OR ANCIENT BATTLES - ІВМ. 18-50 : ОР. OVERLORD - ST 
PANZER STRIKE .... MULTIPLE SCENARIO WWII ARMORED SIMULATION-HIGHL Y DETAILED ..... C64 
STELLAR CRUSADE .... SSI'S GRAND STRATEGIC ‘CONQUER THE UNIVERSE’ INC. PRODN ... IBM,ST 
SIMULATIONS CANADA ‘COMPUTER MODERATED BOARD WARGAMES’ - IBM.ST,APPLE 8 C64 - £35 EACH 
MOSCOW CAMPAIGN WWII AND THE MASSIVE GERMAN ONSLOUGHT AGAINST THE RUSSIAN CAPITAL 
STALINGRAD CAMPAIGN THE RUSSIAN STEPPES AND SWEEPING MOBILE WARFARE TO STALINGRAD 
OPERATION OVERLORD THE ALLIED INVASION OF EUROPE & THE INITIAL BATTLES FOR A FOOTHOLD 
FIFTH ESKADRA SCENARIOS OF MODERN TACTICAL NAVAL COMFLICT IN THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA 
SEVENTH FLEET STRATEGIC MODERN PACIFIC NAVAL CONFRONTATION BETWEEN THE SUPER-POWERS 
THIS IS А SMALL SELECTION - MANY MORE AVAILABLE : EACH COMES WITH 2 MAPS & ‘COUNTERS’ 


LATEST FANTASY,RPG & ADVENTURE PROGRAMMES - MAINLY FROM USA 


PALADIN .. FANTASY TACTICAL’ RPG-PARTY ОҒ 9,DESIGN YOUR OWN SCENARIOS .. IBM,AMIGA, ST ЕН 00 
SCI-FI FANTASY 'WARGAME / RPG'-20 SPACE MARINES, D-I- Y SCENARIOS . . ІВМ,АМ,5 00 

PALADIN & BREACH SCENARIO DISCS . ADOS EXTRA CAMPAIGN SCENARIOS TO ABOVE . ST, AMIGA 

ALIEN FIRES 2199 АР... 3D GI ENTURE - TALK WITH ALIENS MR 999 GF GALAXY ST 

MANHUNTER NEW YORK ERCELLEN 1-50: ST 

KING'S QUEST ІУ. LATEST & MASSVE 3 МОВҮТЕ GRAPHIC. ADVENTURE: "Єт 5 АМА SOON 

SWORD OF SODON HIGHLY GRAPHIC FANTASY Qui (M RRIFIC ANIMATION - AMIGA ONLY -9! 
EAM ZONE .. UNIQUE GRAPHIC & TEXT ADVENTURE, М, WISTS AND PUZZLES TO SOLVE . АМ. £29-90 

MIGHT & MAGIC ... MASSIVE RPG FANTASY QUEST. EXCELLENT "BETA L-SPECIAL OFFER ... IBM,C64 .. £12-50 


"COMPLETE ADVENTURE & RPG PACKS" - EACH GAME PLUS THE HINT BOOK 


ULTIMA 2,3 & NOW 5.. EACH OF THE CLASSIC & COMPLEX FANTASY GAMES PLUS THE ‘ORIGINS HINT BOOK" 
AVAILABLE ON THE IBM, ST, AMIGA , C64 ( APP. TO ORDER ) - LEN Е 

POOLS OF RADIANGE ^ EPIC 88 / TSR RPG QUEST WITH OIA HINT BOOK", O84 8 

KINGS QUEST 1,2 OR 3... CLASSIC ANIMATED ADVENTURE QUESTS WITH CLUE BOOKS 

BUNGEONMASTER .. STUNNING GRAPHIC DUNGEONQUEST / SDL'S BOOK ... ST & NOW i MG. AMIGA | £20.85 
BARDS TALE WITH MAPPED BOOKS ... 1.2 OR 3 ON C64 . £19-95 1OR 2 ON IBM / AMIGA : OR 1 ON ST .. £29-05 
SPACE QUEST WITH SIERRA'S BOOK ... GRAPHIC ADV. - 1 & 2 ON IBM / ST - 1 NOW, 2 SOON ON AM ... £27-50 
HEROES OF THE LANCE . SSI'S ARCADE RPG свт BUT WITH TONY SEVERA'S HINT DISC ENABLING 

COMPRI TAND PRINT FACILITIES - ALL IS REVEALED |. ST 

INFOCOM ADVENTURES .... Ci TEXT SERIES TLES WITH CLUE BOOKS AVAILABLE 5 
WARS SAGA OR WASTELAND FROM ELECTRONIC ARTS. GRAPHIC REO WITH CLUE BOOKS сва £22.00 


SIMULATIONS - SPORTS & FLIGHT PROGRAMMES - INCLUDES US IMPORTS 


JACK NICKLAUS GOLF .. 8 CLASSIC COURSES PLUS 2 REY DESIGNED BY THE MASTER .. ІВМ ЕЗ 50 
GONE FISHIN’ ... 30 CE ecd SIMULATION OTS OF EXCELLENT DETAIL .. ST 
JOHN ELWAY S QUAT ERBA RAPHIC US FOOTBALL ARCADE. STYLE SIMULATION , IBM & C84 
HAFFNER $3 IS FOOTBALL CBE D- NO GRAPI MANY TEAMS . IBM,ST 
ED 5 SOTSALL, SATO Nor THE IBM 
ONE OF THE BES 064 
ON. FROM MICROPROSE he ES IBM 
-50 - IBM CGA VERSION .. £25-00 OR AT/EGA 
JAPANESE AIRCRAFT SIMULATION WITH MISSIONS `. ВМ 


LATEST OFFICIAL HINT BOOKS - MAINLY IMPORTED FROM THE USA: 
TMA V вее OR ШУУ .. £7.95, DUNGEONMASTER , £8-86 HEROES OF LANCE HINT DISC ST 
S О! R3 E SPACE QUEST 1 POL. QUES 
MARS GUEST. А057 MIGHT & MAGIC 10-56 ORIGINS “QUEST FON GLUES" 2-80 SOLUTIONS. 
SEND LARGE SAE FOR FREE PRICE LIST AND DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE] 


PAYMENT : VISA - ЕАО / ACCESS - UK CHEQUE OR POSTAL ORDER - EUROCHEQUE - 
POSTAGE : IN THE UK IS Fi ER GAME EUROPE Е2-00 & ELSEWHERE £4.00 SENT IST 


Computer Adventure World 


Bank — 1A Charing Cross, Birkenhead 1.41 6ЕЈ 
Telephone: 051-666 1132 





CONTROVERSY 





aven't we heard it all before? 
Some killjoy from the Mary 
Whitehouse school comes 
along and gives usa lecture on 
how everything from Barba 
rian to The Wolfman corrupts young 
minds and whoops, before you 
know it it’s cold showers and 
prudish evangelicalism for ай. 

Well now, before the flak comes 
back let me say that I am fully 
behind John Gilbert, Managing 
Editor of Newsfields science- 
fiction/horror magazine Fear. Like 
John, 1 object to an increasingly 
paternalistic state taking away a 
fundamental freedom 10 watch 
what I want and, within reason, to 
do what | want. 

But where does liberty end and 
subtle coercion begin? More to the 
point, in a society whose ultimate. 
motive is profit, who is going to say 
"enough is enough’? And if we stop 
thinking about the issue of violence 
оп computer screens and cinema 
screens, it won't simply go away — 
the chances are we'll just end up 
with another absurd body like 
Whitehouse’s National Viewers’ 
and Listeners? Association. 

But let's get one thing straight. 
People do not emulate the death 
and destruction that comes out of 
the box or the computer monitor 
(well, one or two might but they 
would have reacted the same way 
to the penny-dreadfuls of the Victo- 
rian era or the horror comics of the 
Fifties, and you can’t legislate on the 
basis of a few unstable and suggesti 
ble people). There simply isn’t any 
evidence to indicate that images of 
violence breed real violence. 

The real danger is desensitisation. 
Continuous exposure to what has 
become called ‘nastiness’ (which is 
not an appropriate word, but has 
become an accepted one) on the TV 
or the computer screen promotes an 
attitude of moral confusion and 
mental numbness. This is not a posi- 
tive mental state. It is a state of vac- 
uousness, passivity and, ultimately 
atrophy. 

This is the state which helps roc- 
ket The Price Is Right to the top of the 
TV charts. It is a state which makes 
it difficult to question the current 
norms. 

Desensitised individuals do not 
become pathological killers, nor do 
they beat up grannies. However, we 
frequently call — shoot-'em-ups 
‘mindless’ — because that's exactly 
what they are. 

The visitor to last year's PC Show 
was continuously bombarded wit 
persistent images of violence. Ram- 
bo Ш and Red Heat blasted out all 
day from a multitude of monitors 




















(that's if you could hear them over 
the serried ranks of Operation Wolf. 
machines — whose primary objec- 
tive is to machine-gun everything 
in sight) 


No pain, all gain 
But what's so bad about these 
images? The point was eloquently 
made by Michael Buerk in his BBC 
TV documentary about news cover 
age from South Africa. Everyone is 
enticed by the titillating, vicarious 
thrill of violence, but we never 
observe its end products. The insidi- 
ous nastiness in these fantasies (and 
tertainment is perhaps more 
guilty than the news) is that they 
show us excitement without pain. 
bullets without blood, and ulti- 
mately, death without loss. 

Violence on the computer screen 
is just like violence in other forms of 
entertainment, but it falls into two 
camps. Graphical violence (à la 
CRL's Dracula, for instance) is self- 
explanatory and has been exhaus- 
tively dealt with before, But more 
powerful, in many ways, is the sub- 
tle hostility present in many com. 
puter games — you could call it 
implied aggression 

The promotional blurb that 
comes with MicroProse games such 
as F-15 Strike Eagle and Gunship 
States “endless hours of constructive 
entertainment’, The endless hours 
Til agree with, but 1 can't for the life 
of me comprehend the ‘construc 
tive’, Admire an Apache helicopter 
much as you might, can you really 
call something armed to the teeth 
with Hellfire and FFAR missiles and 
а whopping great chain gun a соп 
structive machin 

What's more, though the onsc 
reen graphics are still pretty crude 
compared with, say, a video screen. 
the accompanying manuals and 
maps make it quite clear just where. 
you are flying and who you are 
blowing up. These aren't mere blips 
ог space invaders, they're repres- 
entations of real people in the real 
world. 

Chopper gunners in Vietnam 
often claimed that the only way 
they could bring themselves to 
strafe the jungle below them was to 
dehumanise the unseen enemy in 
their own minds. They would pre- 
tend they were shooting deer - any- 
thing but members of the same 
species. This is a perfect example of 
voluntary desensitisation: pretend 
the violence doesn't matter. 

But many people who witnessed. 
the results of their actions ended up 
suicidal, which must tell us what 
violence really does when it's not 
distanced by technology. 



































Are you shooting 
comfortably? 


If so, why not 
enjoy a little 
killing? 
Jon Rose 
believes 
games are 
numbing us 
to violence. 


Acid test: if this scene 

seems normal, you've. 

been playing games 
100 long 


“We call some 


shoot-'em-ups 
mindless because 
that’s exactly what 
they аге” 





The game is just like any other but 


Very often that distancing device 
is the computer monitor. Not so 
long ago I witnessed Tom Clancy 
playing the computer version of his 
bestselling novel Red Storm Rising 


it’s all about World War III. That 
may seem neither here nor there till 
you realise that this is probably 
exactly how the next world war 
would be fought — behind the com- 
puter screen, moving armed forces 
about like pawns on a chessboard. 


A peace of the action 

So are games software houses train 
ing us for war? Well, maybe not 
overtly but they sure aren't training 
us for peace. How many games with 
the object of peace or reconciliation. 














can you name? A few, maybe. But | 
how many of the opposite persua. 
sion? Thousands. 

Of course, you could say th 
reconciliation-oriente themes 
simply don’t make for good games, 
that they're not as, well fun to play. 
But is this really true? How many 
software houses are investing in 
genuinely alternative (and 1 don't 
mean Deus Ex Machina) software 
which doesn't feature space wars or 
lone-soldier heroics? 

And what about graphical vio- 
lence on the computer screen? This 
wasn't an issue till recently because 

chines weren't sophisticated 
enough. 

Everyone got 





sick of hearing 
CRL's Clement Chambers rabbiting 
on about how Jack The Ripper was. 
pushing forward the frontiers of 
computer software, because we all 
knew that it, and its 18 certifica 
were part of a cheap marketing ploy 
involving sticking a few sick ріс 
tures over some poorly-constructed 
text. The offence was minimal, an 
way, because you couldn't really 
make out what anything was sup- 
posed to be. 

Now, however, we have the 
technology for even more violent 
entertainment. With faster proces: 
sors and bigger memories offering 
ever-better graphics, and with satel- 
lite TV and Captain Power clones just 





around the corner, I wonder where 
these images of destruction will all 
end, and what they will do to us. 1 
‘suppose any state of mind would be 





beiter than comfortable numbness, 
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Z7  SOFTSELLERS ^ 


12 SANDPIPER CLOSE, LONGRIDGE PARK, COLCHESTER, ESSEX. CO4 3GE 












36a Osborne St, Access We will match any Software price BARCLAYCARD 5a Dogs Head St, 
Colchester, advertised by another company 

d providing the advert is a current issue pen 
Essex. апа not a special offer. Please state Suffolk. 
RETAIL the magazine and company concerned. RETAIL 





24hr MAIL ORDER PURCHASE LINE (0206) 869668 (0206) 863193 
ATARI ST HARDWARE AMIGA 


Atari 520 ТРМ with pod 
1 Meg Drive. 25995 | Sonat! 











às 


Atari 520 Super pack with 21 Games + Business | È 
‘Organiser  Database/SpreadsheetDary — 
Wordprocessor 9 |55. 


fnis 


Atari 1040 STFM Now — 
with Modulator plus Software pack. 495 | zz. 


Е 


ás 


EEF 0:33 3333330 3133 


Atari SMMB04 Dot E 
Matra Printer 179% 


Atari SC1224 Med Res тапшы. 
Colour Monitor 29095 | 197 


Cumana 1 Meg Drive ST 9995 


Amiga 500 with FREE Modulator, Tutorial, Extras 












Disc and 
Photon Paint 36995 

Amiga 500 + 1084 — 
Colour Monitor. 599.95 | Geom ane ын 


oe 

‘Amiga 500 Business Pack Including 1084 Colour | ever ne Lane 
Monitor Citizen 1200 Printer, The Works Sofware | meses 
Database, Spreadsheet, Wordprocessor and PC | rris. 
Emulator 06995. VAT се 





ЕЕ | 1046 Colour monitor 24995 
$2 | cuzen 1200 Oot Matrix Primer 19995 











БЕ | Cumana 1 Meg Drive Amiga 99.95 
um Amiga Memory Expansion to 1 Meg + 

18 | Clock Card 13995 
5m | 103 2 nch Blark Discs 9% 
22 | Joystick Extendors Atan ST 495 
35 | $ Player Adaptors Мал ST 


495 
4 Player Adaptors Amiga 500 495 









— Please Include £5.00 Postage and — 
шау 12 | Packaging on ali Hardware items in the | Inve on H4 
po 4 UK. Overseas £10.00 — ЕЧ 






















































EXPRI 
VOUCHERS 





















Postal Orders payable to SOFTSELLERS. Post & Packing Free in U.K 
Overseas £1.50 per item. Shop prices may vary, but personal callers can claim approx 10% discount 
off R.R.P. on most listed items on production of this advert. 
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FANTASY, HORROR AND SCIENCE FICTION 














Five Staggering Issues of FEAR, 
the world's foremost periodical genre magazine 


Issue One: 
International Splatter Punks Skipp & Spector Scream! ө Director John Carpenter has seen 
them, and THEY LIVE! e Exclusive interviews with: Peter Straub, Neil Jordan, Ramsey 
Campbell & Stephen Gallagher e Plus three great short stories from Shaun Hutson, 
Ramsey Campbell and Nicholas Royle 





Issue Two: 
James Herbert is haunted by success! e Exclusive interviews with Dean R. Koontz, Clive 
Barker, Christopher Fowler, Shaun Hutson & Sheri Tepper e Features on Stephen King's 
Dark Tower and Zombies in the movies ө Original fiction from: Brian Lumley, Kim 
Newman & Stephen Laws 








Issue Thr 
Hellraiser П: Hellbound revealed — the inside story! e Exclusive interviews with: Robert 
R. McCammon, David Gemmell, Alan Moore, Guy N. Smith, Guy Magar, Brian Lumley & 
Clive Barker e Fiction from: Pete (Hellbound) Atkins, lan Watson & Don Webb 








Issue Four: 
World Exclusive! Ray Bradbury (part one) reveals his innermost secrets e Interviews with 
Raymond E. Feist, David Cronenberg, Wes Craven & David Lloyd e Features on: Richard 
Christian Matheson, David J. Schow, Chet Williamson & director Chuck Russell plus Jack 
the Ripper filmography (part one) eFiction by: John Brunner, Nicholas Royle & Simon 
Clark 








COMING IN ISSUE FIVE (February 1989) 
FEAR visits Elm Street — massive full-colour souvenir guide, plus an interview with 
Robert Englund e Interviews with: Tim (Batman) Burton, Stephen R. Donaldson, Graham 
Masterton, Douglas E. Winter, Ray Bradbury (part two), Jonathan Carroll, Iron Maiden & 
SFX wiz, Mick Garrise plus more great fiction ( as yet unrevealed!) 


Bi-monthly £2-50 


FEAR MAIL ORDER POBOX20,LUDLOW,SHROPSHIRE ЅҮЗ IDB 























WANTED 


SLO 1, Norway 





Wanted: Amstrad 00-1 бөк dive, 
Xe OP Prt o any Pargan aca 
>, 66 Dowriands Road. Devises, Wisi 
SAT SEP or twephone ater бот to Devizes 









George, Steet, Pasay PAT АЕ (ncude а 
inge SAE) 


FOR SALE 


ATARI sa0st, Мал cr montor pea 
fates, £590 ono. Phone 0544) 6423 after 


свм 128, 


541 Drive, CON dataset, 80 со. 
dator, рука, E350 worth of 
тат; magazres/ocoks " Perlect 
£350 ona. Phone 0246 411104 afr 
Vn мә. io Ande, 82 Groen Lane, Dron- 






Commodore 64,1541 disk drive, ape record 
— four Joysticks, over 
iod wort o games on bot tape and dak 
ok. солаи magazines and books, on 
foo ono. Ware 6628 Pensi 


Spectrum 48K. boxed. excelent condition 

race and шов games £100, Же Gur 
Shp, Mercenary, ӨМ Pegasus. and 
more! Worth over £250, wif зей ior £100. 
Pase ferta lo Ted. ZA Wyndham Way. 














PIRATES STAY AT SEA! 


ТОМ will not knowingly place adverts for pirated software. ТОМ does not 
condone piracy, and in an effort to control this we will not place any 
advert which does not include a full name and address. Code names are 
по! acceptable. Thank you for your cooperation. 





Oxford OK? SOF, 








FREE DISK wih any ST purchase Р.С. Otto 
Т0 99, Snare Master (9150, Mcroloague 
eating £10.90. Procooy С 20, самалы. 

15 jo etu to болан £5.99. Contact 
ыл, 8 Bren Grove, Kingswood. Suey 
RESO BOU (0737) 833106 ater Tom 


Spectrum 128 +2 and over £1300 of games 
‘Many, recent. A worth £1800, sal tr CBSO 
‘Sno WINES: Jason Neat, 3 Cooke Laa, Eae 
Ty. Ne Sandwich, Kant тіз OUR oF ш 








Mari STPM loss an 6 months да. көсе of 
Mies gues 20 duis worth {40+ sone. 
Boned an Paw wir — 
nies. oniy (250 Phone Lester 040 
[сс 





Ata ST software, orignal sofware at no 
ore an Cà, too mary to ist ba cue 
—— — 
Borbaran, Road кал Warriors Pro- 
Riton. Word and Winter Games. Please 
prone 024 $82 3714. 





сам би, 1541 бак orive, printer. data cas 
Sete 2 Pus modem. £300 wort of software 
mode Guranp, be. Delender of We 
Crowe sic. Ony £280 оло. Phone Jason on 
2170 4670 aer pm. 


500 under guarantee + 40 bank deks 
“туи 1200. Jio Aten STM + one 
Gre + 40 blank daks £240. Phone 01 
2908, ask tor Tom. 


pepe 
пей Prone Ten on 0827) 65276 aer от. 


| 
| 





сё games fr eie wort approx £1000. For 
а EE to Lea Hodson 6 Haley Bridge Wak. 
©лен, Sussex РОЗ ONG or 





* 
ma raptor Arig. Latest games a ong 





— есеге 
Euri ee 
—— — 
— stay R 
eines 


май ST pamos tor эше ЕЗ. oach, vory latest 
BS Bon @ 2000 AD. подом Hoan 





сө. tape deck. joystick, 145 originai games 
Pisa сло Flore Darvel Oraen on 977 644b 
pere gm 


(Canes, 2 data recorders, Омска 2 Turbo 
ауе, Patoon, Combat Schoo! and many 
Tix games cd and rw Butt many Vo t 
Sum iy. programming vues and car 
get. Кашу worth (900% ый excelent 
or чм sae КУ just 2125 ono. Ng 
OST 440 uoo anor бот and мә tor Acum 








Commodore 64C computer plus £150 worm. 
— over €300 pus Yamaha PSS 360 
сез, ai tor £250 or swap for ST. Prone 
ОЗУ 63420 элө pm wok fr Sturt 


Meri ST games for saio. incudes Predator. 
КЕР "rac Fuer. Wrosting. Black Lamp. 
Rampage, Star Wars Daja Wu, Captain Blood 
Tobat tarag Gre ana Twe 


сам Сөй, CON Gata recorder, new power 
Save (Soo. bargan a oly £488 Tat 01 803 
Er 


Spectrum +2, £1000 wort software, joys 
Ser more d eh oy 
Barey Мо, “Беу, ChesierLe Street. 
іу ham DH 2D or phone 410 7940. 








колм» Urus Intercaptor Menace 
Сес Сомен Tel 01 675 6410: 





ом, 1541 бик arve, CON, Expert cartridge, 
O зек bon, £800 oftware rode. 
“any recent Wes, 2 joysticks. WI sl for 
—— oer accepted: Phone Mat ол 
Оэ) 490170 рт арт 


COM 129. tassa joystick 1570 oish arve. 
Elton preter. Touch Master. Voca Маны. 
ard genus eg. At Studio, Designer Penca 
Кооз боза A fo £350 oro 





Styler BMX £40, — 
TE. bot 90. Tanya Ciotbuster ade 
Cono cm £150 ono Teepone 6289 





Spectrum hardware. moder £20, Muitiace 
TEE CAD re unt» speech unm EAS, 
pracom 32 preter Со. Once телесе 
—— oD сету 
thang £180 Cal (ROS 
Siglo ater Tp 





Spectrum 128-2 wit joystick + £500 worth 
dignes тон Cere 2. Marae 
——— Target Renegade pis 
mere, Sca for £150, wor 2800. Phone Ned 
нше 


Sega Master System for sale, st in box. 13 
SF Bre best games. Out Run, Space Мати 
Дес коа UA, Wonder Boy Vi, Snob and 
тату more. Sel or £210 cno. Aer apm t 

91702199 








machine 


READER CLASSIFIEDS 


Атайга CPCB, groon soroen, ТУ mod. 
S800, sel for £190 inc P P, bosed as new. 
We tc ick. 48 Curves Lane. Harwich 
Essex 6012306 Te. 2403/1 

















Ore year о Amstrad CPC 6126 disk, clou 











по о Мы асы а 
62580 dam бот ы 
5 





Sinclair Spectrum 49K rubber keys, with 
ios Mah Y Dave К 



























Ал Super Spr and many more, Ку 





Tage пола. rst 










— — 





ot Bale Anga 2000 win entr 
$ 32а and ask lor Joginder. Everything 
der uarie 








ST onware tor saio, Carrer Command, Ode 





ames, CON, Chota йм 
stets mars games and mous 
EE sa Ei oro Ni ewan for NT 











For Sele ОМС pius cassette deck, backup 
— and manus ri games 
оо. ao Commodore 1701 montar and 
өю Сї. Bom lor 200. Prone 0773 
PRESS atr эрт and ask or Andre 





Spectrum +3 wth duke панов con 
Shon win Mulitace 3, cassetta payer E140 
games on dex and cassetta! Worth over 
ТУ we эт or £108, Phone Civi anor pm 
бгз) 740002 








HINDLEY ELECTRONICS 
COMPUTER REPAIRS 


___HINDLEY ELECTRONICS. 
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BACK BYTES 
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| DIT Mii NN 
ЕИ № pil i! 
ТЕТІ; ii ШЕШ FIN 
T DE UE TEC ІН! Ш ШІ | |! i 
fi if Е HO hi ii ИН j iff il : 
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BACK BYTES 





The shape 
of things 
to come 


№ The pros and cons of consoles - including 
exclusive information on the Konix Slipstream 


№ Jez San and his team continue with ‘project X" 
| № The complete guide to 16-bit art utilities 

E Mel Croucher on funny money | 
E Clive Barker teams up with US Gold 
W Software viruses and their cures 





| 
| Ш Competitions 
| Ш Charts 
| Ш Awards 
Ш Games galore Annan ЕК 
| Activision 4041  Kobrahsoft ө 
| — ало. d 233449 
. CDS Software 33 Palaco 42 
= TGM 01 6 is on г eer ere zx coat 
$5 Prism Leisure 26 


Computer Trading Company РС Entertainment 92 
117 Pick ‘n’ Choose 96 


Cotrel 113 ВА Electronics 113 
S a e ro m D&H Games 92 Silica Shop 65 
— ^ — Softsellers 118 


50 Software Horizons 33 


Evesham Micros 81  Telegames 32 

Euromax 103  Trybridge 115 
ергиа Giffordsoft 108,109 WTS из 
Infogrames 70 
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| РУ T SUNSHINE INTO YOUR COMPU TER 








7 Now The Summer 
Will Surely Last | 
Forever! 






ES д" ..California...the most exciting 
Big’ < state inthe US. California Games, 






$0 from Rainbow 
Arts famed for their 
exciting and original games. 

Don't miss these three new software 


sensatio 


“This is a strategic 
masterpiece 
which will keep 
you playing 

fi 


£24.99 


IBM PC £19.99 








